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M r . C h a r le s W. H an cock  
912 Br oad w ay  
Bayon n e, New  Je r se y

D e a r  M r . H an cock;

Th e sh e a f o f in fo r m at io n  an d  co r r e sp o n d e n ce  w h ich  you  h ave se n t  m e 
se r v e s to  d e m o n st r a t e  c le a r ly  y ou r  d eep  co n ce r n  ab ou t  y ou r  p r e se n t  
con d it ion  an d  th e c i r c u m st a n c e s, w h ich , o v e r  a  p e r io d  o f y e a r s ,  ap p e a r  
t o  you  to h ave  b rou gh t  it  on . U n fo r tu n ate ly , it  d o es n ot  p r o v id e  m e  w ith  
o t h e r  ev id en ce  by w h ich  to a p p r a ise  th e sit u a t io n . T h e r e fo r e , I can n ot  
a r r i v e  a t  an y  co n c lu sio n s t h at  w ou ld  be h e lp fu l to you , n o r  d o es it  se e m  
to m e t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an y th in g w h ich  I can  do by  w ay o f in v e st iga t io n , a t  
ch is t im e , to an sw e r  th e q u est io n  w h ich  you  an d  y our  p h y sic ian s h ave 
a sk e d . M o r e o v e r , i t  is m y  op in ion  t h at  an y  c l in ic a l w or k  w h ich  m y  
a sso c ia t e s  in  th e C l in ica l  D iv isio n  of th i3 D ep ar tmen t  m igh t  do a t  m y  
r e q u e st  w ou ld  le a v e  th e p r o b le m  of th e c a u se  o f y o ur  t r o u b le  in  p r e c ise ly  
th e sam e  ¡state a s  i t  now i s .  In o th e r  w o r d s, a s  I se e  it , you  an d  we can  
fin d  ou t  w h at  v ou r  c l in ic a l  con d it ion  i s ,  in  fa c t , bu t  w e can n ot , a f t e r  a l l  
th e la p se  o f t im e , fin d  ou t  w h at  ca u sa t iv e  agen t  o r age n t s m ay  h ave been  
in vo lved . T h is, I b e l ie v e , i s  th e c r u x  o f y ou r  p r o ble m , an d  1 am  qu ite  
fr an k  in  say in g t h at  p r o o f o f th e v a l id i t y  o f y ou r  c la im  can n ot  b e ob tain ed .
To th e exten t  t h a t  m e t a l l ic  e le m e n t s o r  t h e ir  com pou n d s w e r e  a  fa c t o r  in  
y ou r  p r e se n t  d isa b i l i t y , th e ev id en ce  is  gon e beyond r e c lam a t io n . Th e 
e le m e n t s a r e  no lo n ge r  t h e r e , an d  sin ce  th ey  le av e  no se q u e l in  th e fo r m  ' 
o f sp e c i f ic  r e s i i u r l  p ath o logy , no on e can  say  th at th ey  w er e  t h e r e  o r  w h at  th ey  
m ay  h ave  d on e. \

I m u st  a l so  sa y  t h at  I do n ot  b e l ie v e  t h at  y o u r  op in ion s con cer n in g w hat 
h appen ed  to you  a r e  ju st i f ie d . T h e r e fo r e , in  y o u r  min d , d e sp it e  w h at I 
m igh t  do o r  sa y , I w ou ld t u r n  ou t  to b e ju s t  an o th er  o f t h o se  d o c t o r s w h o, . 
b e cau se  th ey  do n ot  go a lo n g w ith  y ou r  id e a s, a r e  eit h e r  ign o r an t  c r  in ten t  . 
upon  d e ce iv in g y ou . \

F o r  t h e se  r e a so n s, I  am  r e t u r n in g y o u r  f i le  o f m a t er ia l  to  you , an d , ,
r e g r e t fu l ly  w ith d raw in g fr o m  th e sit u a t io n . I w ish  it  m igh t  be o t h e r w ise , 
sin c e  y o u r  ob v iou s u n h ap p in ess w ou ld se e m  to c r y  out  fo r  r e l ie f .  I  fe a r  \
th at  I can n ot  p r o v id e  it .
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