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Photograph 1. McElroy Farms lift station. Note the excessive vegetation around the lift station.  
 

 
Photograph 2. McElroy Farms lift station pump control panel.  
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Photograph 3. McElroy Farms lift station wet well. Note the grease accumulation. 
 

 
Photograph 4. McElroy Farms lift station valve pit. Note that the valve pit access is not raised.  
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Photograph 5. Yahweh lift station valve pit.  
 

 
Photograph 6. Yahweh lift station. Note the pump control panel in the foreground and the Kohler onsite 
backup generator in the background of the photograph.  
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Photograph 7. Yahweh lift station wet well.  
 

 
Photograph 8. Yahweh lift station local control system.  
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Photograph 9. Braybourne lift station.  
 

 
Photograph 10. Braybourne lift station wet well.  
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Photograph 11. Braybourne lift station valve pit.  
 

 
Photograph 12. Manhole at Braybourne & Sandbourne.  
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Photograph 13. Interior of the manhole at Braybourne & Sandbourne. Note the small solids and grease 
accumulation in the manhole.  
 

 
Photograph 14. Legacy Park East lift station.  
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Photograph 15. Legacy Park East lift station wet well.  
 

 
Photograph 16. Legacy Park East lift station wet well.  
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Photograph 17. Legacy Park North lift station.  
 

 
Photograph 18. Legacy Park North lift station perimeter fencing. Note the gap in the fence, outlined in 
red.  
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Photograph 19. Legacy Park North lift station valve pit. Note the counterweight (outlined in red) is 
disconnected for the left check valve.  
 

 
Photograph 20. Legacy Park North lift station wet well.  
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Photograph 21. Legacy Park North lift station wet well.  
 

 
Photograph 22. High Point lift station. Note the valve pit and wet well were not locked.  
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Photograph 23. Oil residual and/or evidence of overflow by the wet well at High Point lift station.  
 

 
Photograph 24. High Point lift station wet well. Note the black fluid and black solids in the wet well.  
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Photograph 25. East State Line lift station. Note one of the doors to the old valve pit (outlined in red) 
was open and not locked.  
 

 
Photograph 26. East State Line lift station old valve pit.  
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Photograph 27. East State Line lift station wet well.  
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Lift Station Operational Logs (September 2024) 
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Lift Station Cleaning and Maintenance Logs (February 2024 to August 
2024) 
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City of Olive Branch Sewer Flows (October 2023 to September 2024) 
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City of Olive Branch List of Industrial Users 
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Sanitary Sewer Overflow Reports to MDEQ 
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City of Olive Branch Updates Regarding Observations 



From: Ondra, Todd
To: ammons.brad@epa.gov; Mike Beck; James Phillips
Cc: Fesmire, Cole; Swims, Andy
Subject: Lift Station Action Items
Date: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 12:11:08 PM
Attachments: City of OB - Legacy Park North Lift Station-Estimate-#EST24-2570.pdf

FENCING SOLUTIONS AND CONSTRUCTION - LEGACY PARK NORTH LS PO #250599 10-28-2024 $1500.00.pdf

CAUTION: Don't open links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know they are safe.

﻿Please see the below actions taken and the related photos-attachments concerning lift station items that were identified during last week’s inspection.  Perimeter fencing is being
pursued and will be added to these lift station locations.  Let us know if you should have any questions or if additional information is required.
 
Thanks,
 
Todd Ondra
Chief Operating Officer
Cit of Olive Branch
Mobile:  662 879-7128
 
 
East Stateline Road lift station old valve pit and wet well are secured.  

 

 
Foliage/Grass within McElroy Farms lift station has been cut.

mailto:todd.ondra@obms.us
mailto:ammons.brad@epa.gov
mailto:Mike.Beck@erg.com
mailto:James.Phillips@erg.com
mailto:cfesmire@obms.us
mailto:andy.swims@obms.us
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Fencing Solutions & Construction LLC
92 Edwards Rd.
Byhalia, MS 38611
(662) 838-3555


Sales Representative
Brandt Edwards
(901) 604-5922
brandt@fencingsolutionsllc.com


City of Olive Branch
Job #1894 - City of OB - Legacy Park North Lift Station
10175 Hwy 178
Olive Branch, MS 38611


INTERESTED IN FINANCING?

Click the banner below to get pre-qualified.



You can have an answer in 60 seconds with no impact to your credit score!


E S T I M A T E


***ESTIMATES ARE GOOD FOR 30 DAYS***


PAYMENT TERMS
FENCING SOLUTIONS & CONSTRUCTION LLC REQUIRES A 50% DEPOSIT ON ALL RESIDENTIAL JOBS


AND COMMERCIAL JOBS WITHOUT A GENERAL CONTRACTOR


S C O P E  O F  W O R K


Chain link fabric shall be 2" diamond x 9 ga x 72" KT

Terminal posts shall be 3"x 12' DQ40 wall



Intermediate posts shall be 2.5"x10'6"' DQ40 wall

Top rail shall be 1-5/8" CS20 wall



All fittings shall be commercial grade.

Bottom of fabric shall be supported by a 7 ga v-crimp wire.



Post shall be set on approx 10' centers.

All posts shall be driven in the earth(terminal-54" deep, line-36")



Price includes no electrical grounding.




-Project install shall take approx 1 day to complete weather permitting.

-Price does NOT include bond.



-Price includes include tax unless tax cert is provided.

-Customer is responsible for obtaining required permits.



-Any changes during installation shall be accompanied by a written and signed change order.

-A comfortable working area is needed. FSC is not responsible for clearing fence lines and/or debris. If this is required, extra cost shall be


incurred.

-FSC is not responsible for encroaching of property lines or incorrect placement of fencing unless surveyor stakes off property lines. By


signing this estimate, you are accepting this clause.

-FSC will place underground utility locate request. FSC is not responsible for any or all costs associated with repairing/replacing of


underground lines, pipes, or private/public utilities not located by utility companies. By signing this estimate, you are accepting this clause.

-FSC retains ownership fence until balance is paid in full.



-FSC is a commercial licensed MS contractor(#23837-SC), we believe the ONLY licensed fence contractor in north MS.

-FSC is member of the American Fence Assoc



-FSC is a Certified Fence Professional

-FSC is a Certified Fence Contractor



-FSC is Certified Automatic Gate Operator Installer

-FSC is A Certified Automatic Gate System Designer


 


Estimate # EST24-2570


Date 10/25/2024


Item Description Qty Price Amount


InstallChainComm Repair of 6'+1 Galvanized Chain Link 1.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00


Sub Total $1,500.00


No Sales Tax (Recurring)
(0.0000 %)


$0.00


Total $1,500.00
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The counterweight at the North Legacy Park Lift station has been reinstalled on the check valve arm. Fencing quote obtained and PO issued for perimeter fence installation. (see above
attachments).

 
 
The High Point Lift Station was cleaned 10-25-24.  As requested, cleaning frequency is being increased scheduled at least 3 times annually. 



 

 

 
 



 

                                                                 Inspection Date: October 23, 2024 
 Page 1 of 10 

 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY  

REGION 4  
ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE DIVISION 

CLEAN WATER ACT COMPLIANCE INSPECTION REPORT 
for 

Name of System: Olive Branch Wastewater Collection System 
System Address: 9200 Pigeon Roost Rd, Olive Branch, MS 38654 
Mailing Address: 9200 Pigeon Roost Rd, Olive Branch, MS 38654 

 
 

Report Prepared on: 12/12/2024 By:  
 Date  Eastern Research Group, Inc  

Signature 
    
Report Final as of: 12/14/2024 By:  
 Date  EPA 

Signature 
                                                                                            
General Information 
Type of Inspection:   Wastewater Collection System CEI  
Owner: City of Olive Branch 
Operator: City of Olive Branch 
Receiving Treatment Plant:  DeSoto County Regional Utility Authority (DCRUA) 

Ross Road WWTF  
Receiving Treatment Plant 
Address:  

5300 South Ross Rd, Olive Branch, MS 38654 

 
On-Site System Inspection Overview 
On October 23, 2024, representatives from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 
IV’s (EPA’s) contract inspector, Eastern Research Group (ERG), James Phillips and Mike Beck, 
conducted a compliance evaluation inspection of the Olive Branch wastewater collection 
system, under EPA Region IV’s Management, Operations, and Maintenance (MOM) Program for 
sanitary sewer collection systems. The City of Olive Branch is identified as the owner of the 
wastewater collection system. 
 
Approximate Entry Time: 0900 (CDT) Approximate Exit Time: 1600 (CDT) 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

On October 23, 2024, representatives from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region IV’s 
(EPA’s) contract inspector, Eastern Research Group (ERG), James Phillips and Mike Beck 
(hereinafter, the inspectors), conducted a compliance evaluation inspection of the Olive Branch 
wastewater collection system (the “system”). The City of Olive Branch owns and operates the 
Olive Branch collection system. 
 
The primary purpose of the inspection was to review the wastewater collection system, to 
evaluate the accuracy and reliability of the City of Olive Branch’s self-monitoring and reporting 
program, and to obtain information that will assist EPA in assessing the City of Olive Branch’s 
compliance with the requirements of the Clean Water Act. The Olive Branch collection system 
services approximately 18,000 connections and discharges wastewater to the Ross Road WWTF 
which is owned and operated by the Desoto County Regional Utility Authority (DCRUA). The 
weather at the time of the inspection was hot, humid, and sunny. 
 
II. INSPECTION PROCESS 
 
Inspection Opening Conference 

The inspectors arrived at Olive Branch City Hall at 0900 on October 23, 2024, for the inspection. 
James Phillips and Mike Beck of ERG displayed their Clean Water Act inspector credentials to 
Todd Ondra at the outset of the inspection and explained the purpose of the inspection was to 
observe compliance with the Clean Water Act. Table 1 describes the individuals that participated 
in the inspection, hereinafter the “system representatives”. 
 

Table 1. Inspection Attendee List 

Name Affiliation Position Email 
EPA inspectors 

James Phillips ERG Inspector James.phillips@erg.com  

Mike Beck ERG Inspector Mike.beck@erg.com  

Tristan Odekirk EPA Inspector Odekirk.tristan@epa.gov  

MDEQ Representatives 

James Gammill MDEQ Municipal Branch Manager Jgammill.@mdeq.ms.gov  

Justin Berry MDEQ Municipal Branch Staff jberry@mdeq.ms.gov  

System Representatives 

Todd Ondra City of Olive Branch Chief Operating Officer Todd.ondra@obms.us  

Andy Swims City of Olive Branch City Engineer Andy.swims@obms.us  

Cole Fesmire City of Olive Branch Director of Public Works cfesmire@obms.us  
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During the opening conference, the system representatives provided an overview of the staffing, 
operational procedures, and sanitary sewer overflow (SSO) reporting procedures of the Olive 
Branch wastewater collection system. Table 2 provides an overview of the collection system, 
including the number of lift stations, manholes, miles of lines, industrial users, connections, and 
SSOs per year. Olive Branch has approximately 30 full-time staff that are dedicated to operations 
of the collection system and water distribution system that work from 0700 to 1600, Monday to 
Friday. Staff are on-call during weekends and other times as needed.  
 

Table 2. System Characteristics 

Total No. of Lift Stations 105 

Total No. of Manholes 5,829 

Total Miles of Lines 328 miles of gravity main; 42 miles of force main 

Approximate No. of Significant Industrial Users 12 

Approximate No. of Connections 17,000 – 18,000 

Sewer Line Composition PVC 

Approximate No. of SSOs per Year 10 
 
The system does not have a centralized Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system 
but does have digital alerts/alarms at each lift station. Additionally, some lift stations are 
equipped with local control systems. Each lift station is equipped with visual alarms and the lift 
stations are checked daily by the system personnel. Digital alarms from the lift stations are sent 
to the operators’ cell phones. System personnel record the daily lift station checks in operational 
logs.  
 
DCRUA conducts inspections of any industrial dischargers. The system representatives were not 
aware of the frequency of DCRUA’s inspections. The system representatives stated they do not 
have access to any of DCRUA’s inspection reports or other enforcement records.  
 
The system representatives identified some issues with fats, oils, and greases (FOG) and 
flushable wipes. To mitigate these issues, Olive Branch has vacuum trucks and vacuum trailers to 
cleanup any blockages of FOG or wipes in the collection system. The system also installed grinder 
pumps at some of the lift stations that experienced more issues with flushable wipes. The system 
representatives stated that the system receives heavy amounts of infiltration and inflow (I/I) 
during rain events. Olive Branch reports all SSOs to the Mississippi Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) as soon as possible. The system representatives stated they have approximately 
10 SSOs per year with a majority of SSOs being less than 1,000 gallons in volume.   
 
Olive Branch has preventative maintenance, asset management, and formal work order 
programs. The system also has written SOPs for the daily checks and weekly cleaning of the lift 
stations, and other operations. The system representatives stated that they inspect 
approximately 5% of the collection system’s sewer lines annually. System personnel follow 
confined space entry procedures during any maintenance or other work throughout the 
collection system.  
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Olive Branch has a GIS map of the collection system that includes all sewer lines, manholes, and 
lift stations. System representatives stated this map is updated as the system installs or changes 
any sewer lines or lift stations. The system also maintains an up-to-date inventory of spare parts 
for the lift stations and pumps and system-owned assets in an asset management plan. Olive 
Branch has one portable backup generator for the lift stations. Some lift stations are also 
equipped with their own backup generators onsite. The system conducts yearly tests and 
inspections of each backup generator.  
 
System Site Walk 

As part of the inspection process, the inspectors visually observed 7 lift stations and 1 manhole 
throughout the Olive Branch collection system. A map of the lift stations and manholes that the 
inspectors visited is shown in Figure 1. Table 3 displays the names, photograph numbers, 
locations, information, notes, and any observations that the inspectors had for the lift stations 
and manholes.   
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Figure 1. Map of the lift stations and manholes managed by the City of Olive Branch the inspectors visited during the inspection. 
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Table 3. Lift Stations and Manholes Visited by the Inspectors During the Inspection 

Name McElroy Farms 
Lift Station 

Yahweh Lift 
Station 

Braybourne Lift 
Station 

Legacy Park East 
Lift Station 

Legacy Park 
North Lift 
Station 

High Point Lift 
Station 

East State Line 
Lift Station 

Braybourne & 
Sandbourne 
Manhole 

No. on Map 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Photograph 
Numbers1 

Photographs 1-4 Photographs 5-8 Photographs 9-
11 

Photographs 14-
16 

Photographs 17-
21 

Photographs 22-
24 

Photographs 25-
27 

Photographs 12-
13 

Latitude  34.9158359 34.9881936 34.9557823 34.9546851 34.9560888 34.9829576 34.9895103 34.9573031 

Longitude -89.8192058 -89.8734934 -89.7591447 -89.777282 -89.7860039 -89.8050399 -89.8925232 -89.7570234 

Line Size 4 in. 6 in. 4 in. 4 in. 6 in. Unknown 4 in. N/A 

Pump HP 5 HP 40 HP 20 HP 5 HP 5 HP 10 HP 5 HP N/A 

Type of Pump Submersible Submersible Submersible Submersible Submersible Submersible Submersible N/A 

Perimeter Fenced Fenced Fenced Fenced Fenced None None N/A 

Security Pump access 
and wet well 
were locked 

Pump access 
and wet well 
were locked 

Pump access 
and wet well 
were locked 

Pump access 
and wet well 
were locked 

Pump access 
and wet well 
were locked 

Unsecured  Pump access 
and wet well 
were locked 

N/A 

Alarms Yes, visual and 
digital 

Yes, visual and 
digital 

Yes, visual and 
digital 

Yes, visual and 
digital 

Yes, visual and 
digital 

Yes, visual and 
digital 

Yes, visual and 
digital 

N/A 

# of Pumps 2 pumps, 
alternate 

2 pumps, 
alternate 

2 pumps, 
alternate 

2 pumps, 
alternate 

2 pumps, 
alternate 

2 pumps, 
alternate 

2 pumps, 
alternate 

N/A 

Notes N/A Backup 
generator 
onsite; local 
control system 

N/A N/A N/A Receives 
wastewater 
from industrial 
user (airplane 
parts 
manufacturer); 
DCRUA sampled 
and inspected 
the airplane 
parts 
manufacturer 

Recently 
replaced pumps 
and bypassed 
old valve pit  

Brick lined 
manhole 
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Table 3. Lift Stations and Manholes Visited by the Inspectors During the Inspection 

Name McElroy Farms 
Lift Station 

Yahweh Lift 
Station 

Braybourne Lift 
Station 

Legacy Park East 
Lift Station 

Legacy Park 
North Lift 
Station 

High Point Lift 
Station 

East State Line 
Lift Station 

Braybourne & 
Sandbourne 
Manhole 

Observations Some solids and 
grease 
accumulation in 
wet well; access 
to valve pit was 
not raised; 
excessive 
vegetation 
around the lift 
station  

None None None Gap in 
perimeter 
fencing; check 
valve 
counterweight 
was 
disconnected 

Pump access 
and wet well 
were not locked; 
black fluid and 
solids in the wet 
well; oil spill 
and/or evidence 
of overflow by 
the wet well; lift 
station only 
cleaned twice a 
year  

System 
representatives 
stated they have 
had issues with 
wipes clogging 
pumps; old 
valve pit was 
not locked 

Some solids and 
grease 
accumulation in 
manhole  

1 Refer to Appendix A, Photograph Log.  
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Records Review 

On October 23, 2024, the inspectors conducted a records review to evaluate the City of Olive 
Branch’s compliance with the Clean Water Act. The inspectors reviewed the following documents 
onsite: 

• Lift station operational logs for September 2024 (refer to Appendix B, Exhibit 1) 
• Lift station cleaning and maintenance logs from February 2024 to August 2024 (refer to 

Appendix B, Exhibit 2) 
• Sewer flows from October 2023 to September 2024 (refer to Appendix B, Exhibit 3) 
• Sewer rates current for 2024 
• GIS maps of the collection system  
• Operator certifications 

On November 1, 2024, and November 8, 2024, the inspectors reviewed the following records 
offsite provided by the system representatives after the inspection: 

• List of industrial users (refer to Appendix B, Exhibit 4)  
• SSO reports to MDEQ (refer to Appendix B, Exhibit 5) 

 
Summary of Observations 

The following section summarizes the inspectors’ observations relative to the requirements of 
the Clean Water Act and operational best practices. On October 30, 2024, following the 
inspection, the system representatives provided an update to some of the items the inspectors 
identified during the closing conference (refer to Appendix B, Exhibit 6). The observations below 
note which items the system representatives addressed. 
 

 The system representatives stated they inspect approximately 5% of the 
system’s sewer lines annually. It is generally considered best practice to 
conduct inspections of approximately 10% of a collection system’s sewer lines 
annually.  

 The inspectors observed some solids and grease accumulation at the McElroy 
Farms Lift Station (refer to Appendix A, Photograph 3). Additionally, the 
inspectors observed excessive vegetation around the lift station and that the 
valve pit access was not raised to prevent infiltration (refer to Appendix A, 
Photographs 1 and 4, respectively).  

Following the inspection, the system representatives provided photographs of 
cleared vegetation at the McElroy Farms Lift Station (refer to Appendix B, 
Exhibit 6).  

 The inspectors observed a gap in the perimeter fencing at the Legacy Park 
North Lift Station (refer to Appendix A, Photograph 18). Additionally, the 
inspectors observed one of the check valve counterweights was disconnected 
(refer to Appendix A, Photograph 19).  
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Following the inspection, the system representatives provided photographs of 
the reinstalled check valve counterweight and a quote for repairs to the 
perimeter fencing (refer to Appendix B, Exhibit 6). 

 The inspectors observed oil and/or evidence of overflow at the High Point Lift 
Station (refer to Appendix A, Photograph 23). The inspectors observed black 
fluid and large amounts of floating solids in the wet well (refer to Appendix A, 
Photograph 24). The system representatives stated that this lift station receives 
wastewater from an airplane parts manufacturer, and that DCRUA has 
previously inspected and sampled at this location due to pretreatment 
concerns.  

Following the inspection, the system representatives provided photographs of 
the High Point Lift Station being cleaned (refer to Appendix B, Exhibit 6).  

 The inspectors observed that the old valve pit at the East State Line Lift Station 
was not locked (refer to Appendix A, Photograph 25) to prevent entry and 
vandalism.  

Following the inspection, the system representatives provided photographs of 
the newly secured old valve pit (refer to Appendix B, Exhibit 6).  

 The inspectors observed some solids and grease accumulation at the 
Braybourne & Sandbourne manhole (refer to Appendix A, Photograph 13). 

 
Closing Conference  
 
On October 23, 2024, the inspectors met with the system representatives for a closing 
conference and shared preliminary observations. The inspectors reiterated that all preliminary 
observations discussed were not compliance determinations. Any and all preliminary 
observations shared were subject to further investigation by the inspectors upon the additional 
review of records and documentation. Additional observations may be contained in this 
inspection report that were not identified at the time of the closing conference after the 
additional review of materials following the inspection. 
 
The inspection concluded on October 23, 2024, at approximately 1600.  
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