. .. 3. -
wavMad¥oodY o

: ' M
January $0, 1991 PESTICIDE & TOXIC CHEMICAL SEwe

The FDA official added that his agency intends ta fallow this snlorcament approach

untll EPA mu.‘ligape_s a new tolerance regulation for alachlor residues or makes sore
other regulatory decision regarding the pesticide,

®
DOWNGRADING OF CODEX COMMODITY COMMITTEES RECOMMENDED

The Secretariat of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Program has recommanded
delegating greater responsibility to the Codex Alimentarius Commission's general 2om-
ciittees and lessening the role of Codex commodity committees in areas such a8 contam -
inants, methods of analysis, sampling and product certification.

In a paper ;’?ued for the FAC/WHO Conference on Food Standards, Chemicals in
Food and Trade, to be held in Rome in March, the Secretariat said the conference
may aiso want to review Codex acceptance procedures "c0 as to bring these procedures
inco clcgf:dmz with true government practices and reflect the situation in the interna-
tiona trade.’

Noting that thers have besn recent far-reaching proposals to review existing Codex
standarés 50 4 £0 emphasize only thoee aspects responsible for rejection of shipments

- az borders, the Secretariac stated that such a move would "present the risk of retidering
ohsolete to a large extent many existing standards (and) would require careful review ta
determine which aspects of the standards would need to be maintained or transfarred to
Zeneral standards® and which "would need to be'maintained in the interest of harmo-
nizing specific quality requirements for individual products.*

Codex standards "should reflect tha regulatery practices in the majority of member .
countries, Yearing in mind that regulatory practices change over the years in response

. tc a variety of external factors,” the Secretariat declared, adding, "The conference may
wish to recommend that the CAC review carelully its eriteria for the establishment of
work priorities.” ‘ )

L
EPA-er JENKINS RENEWS DIOXIN STUDY FRAUD CHARGES

Renewing charges that Monsanto didn't count some diaxin victims in its epidemiclo
studies of dioxin, EPA's Cate Jenkins wrote Jan. 24 to the aulna’s Office of Crimina
[nvestigations (OCD 15 list the impacts the studies may have had on EPA's regulatory
program (See March 7, Pages 2 and 26; Nov. 2§. Page 12, and Dec. 5, Page 23).

She also said the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health found no reason
to exclude cases of soft tissue sarcoma although Monsanto (See Jan. 23, Page 45).

N that EPA classifleg dioxin as a B2 carainogen (animal evidence only), Jenkins
said the agency relied primarily on the Monsanto studies for the classification.

Because of that dmiﬂnﬂon. she gald, dloxtns would not be listed as priority pollutants
undm new Clean Air Act and have not been regulated under current air emissions
Stan: .

Superfund's Reportable Quantities (RQa) vary by a factor of 10 according 10 whether the
substance is deemed a Group A, Bl, B2 or C carcinogen, she said, but continued:
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ATRAZENE PERSISTENT IN SOIL SUBSURFACE, HYDROLOGISTS FIND
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