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 Dr, Gavin Hildick-Smith - -

. " Director of Clinical Research
.. Johnson and Johnson " oL :

) Research Division B x
New. Brunswick, New Jersey ’

Bear P, Hildick=Smith: .
L | have In front of me a letter dated August S, 1971 addressed
.. . .- to Dr. Selikoff indicating your wish to receive some informa-
- . ’ - tlon on the Tenovus samplé that you so kindly lent to us. |
7 .. have been putting off answering this letter not because | am
(~ - a felsty devi) so much as the fact that { lost the letter on
(:) . :. my desk! | called your office last week. You were out and
! fee! that | would do as we!l to-report to you in writing.

' _,f§~respect to the Tenovus samples that were sent to us, ve
mE he following observations, We did find some grains that
embled talc with the usual electron diffraction pattern
stent for a sheet silicate structure, Again, we heve no
. definitive means of tdentifying the particle on the basis of
1 tts electron diffraction pattern in that many sheet silicates
i yleld a similar array of spots., ‘We assume that the particles
) were t@\c or, rather, were consistent with talc. ¥e also got
yrises -in that we observed some chrysotile asbestos
i firesant In the tissue as wel¥, We have been kicking
this observation ‘around the Laboratory for a while and we
. might consider a publication somewhere -- just a short note’
‘Indiegating that we have observed these materials present In

the tissues,

: ot Wb have also analyzed one of your talc samples In some cetall,
.‘ . In addition to the nomal platy talc present, we have observed '
. -7 many "fibrous talcs" as well. This fibrous talc material

o e closely resembles norma! platy talc but appears with a greater
(;}' ‘ length aspect, - Its:terminations are prism terminations and
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! and the general characteristics under the electrOn mzcroscope

do Indeed ‘resemble normal talc. Electron diffraction an
these-gralnsagain-yleldsthese grains again yields a tale .
pattern which is a very well-defined hexagonal array of spots.
We-also. observed trace am@unts of chrysotile asbestos only
 tale was sonified markedly dispéersed. The amounts |
: ysot v : 1y, occurrlng Ain, amounts, we -
_es-imate, at less than ,01%, The J & J baby tale Is of quite
.hlgh quality and as a matter of fact, in relation to the .
‘number of samples we Have examined thus far, it ls the "purest",

Do We just thought that we would pass this Information along to
.. " you as our colleagues in scientific research and you may use
... .7 It as you wish, Again, many thanks for giving us the samples
o . .. - and allowing us to look them over. Incidentally, | am very

S interested in obtaining some of your materfal called sodium
v w0 " sesquicltrate which has been bandied about as possessing a
-(tn. . structure that is not unlike chrysotile., Do you think you
n*:)..ﬂ_ ' could have one of your research boys send me-some of this?
‘ -f 1; S Again, many thanks, and if.you need aﬁy further information,

. ; please don'¢ hesitate to call_on me,

)
L

: P _ Sincerely, .
.‘;'.- “ L » '. .' ; " < ) ‘ - W
s :'i - L ~ : Arthur M, Langer
o . v ‘ o Associate Professor
E Mineratogy . )
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