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MOUNT SINAI S C H O O L  OF MEDICINE
• ■  ojTht City Uiibnsily qJN <w YorkF I F T H  A V E N U E  A N D  J OOTH S T R E B T  * N E W  Y O R K ,  N .Y . IQ0J 9

■ Üiftirhntnt f/ CemmunltyUMiYinf N ovem b e r 1 0 , 1971
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Dr. Gavin HIIdick^-SmlthD irector o f C lin ic a l Research . ..Johnson and JohnsonResearch D ivision  . • ■*Mew. Brunswick, New Jersey-Dear'"Dr. H'HxH'ck-,,SnvH:fr; , é .I have In fron t o f  me a le tte r  dated August 9,  1971 addressed to Dr. S e lik O ff  in d icatin g  your wish to receive some Informa­tion  on the Tenovus sample that you so kindly len t to u s. I have been p u ttjng o f f  answering th is  le tte r  not because 1 am a f e is t y  devil so much as the fa c t  that i lo st the le tte r  on my desk! I c a lle d  your o f f ic e  la s t  week. You were out and I fe e l th at I would do as well to report to you in w ritin g .In respect be the Tenovus samples that were sent to 'u s , we made the follow ing observations. We did fin d  some grains that resembled ta lc  with the usual electron d iffr a c t io n  pattern co n siste n t fo r a sheet s i l i c a t e  stru ctu re . Again, we have no d e f in it iv e  means o f Id en tify in g  the p a r tic le  on the b asis of I t s  e lectro n  d iffr a c t io n  pattern in that many sheet s i l ic a t e s  y ie ld  a s im ila r array o f spots. We assume that the p a r tic le s  were t a lc  o r , rath er, were co n sisten t with t a lc . Vie a lso  got a few surprises in that we observed some c h ry s o tile  asbestos to. bé present In the tissu e  as w elf. Vie have been kicking th is  observation around the Laboratory fo r a while and we might consider a p u b licatlo n  somewhere - -  jy s t  a short note In d ica tin g  that we have observed these m aterials preserit in the t is s u e s .We have a ls o  analyzed one o f your t a lc  samples In some d e t a il . In ad d itio n  to the normal p laty  t a lc  present, we have observed many "fib ro u s ta lc s "  as v/el V. This fibrous ta lc  m aterial c lo s e ly  resembles normal p la ty  t a lc  but appears with a greater length a sp e ct, I t ’s;. term inations áre prism terminations and
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Dr. Gavin HI. 1 dlck-Smi 
• ’ Page Two

November 10, 197.1
*• ; and the general c h a r a c te r is tic s  under the electron microscope ■ do Indeed resemble .normal t a lc .  Electron d iffr a c tio n  on ■ ^ho&e~g^Us-^a4MV-JfU4-ds-these grains 3ga?n yield s a ta lc  .• ' ■ pattern which is  a very w el1-defined hexagonal array o f  spots.We a ls o  observed trace amounts o f ch ry so tile  asbestos only • When the t a lc  was so n ifie d  and markedly dispersed. The amounts o f  chrysoti le  are r e la t iv e ly  sm all, occurring .in.amounts, we estim ate, a t  less than .01%, The J  & J  baby t a lc  is o f  quite ‘ high q u a lity  and as a matter o f f a c t , in rela tio n  to thenumber o f samples we have examined thus fa r r i t  Is the "purest1?,We ju s t  thought that v/e would pass th is  information along to you as our colleagu es in s c ie n t i f ic  research and you may use I t  as you wish. Again, many thanks for giving us the samples and allow ing us to look them over. In c id e n ta lly , I am very Interested in obtaining some o f  your m aterial c a lle d  sodium s e s q u ic itr a te  which has been bandied about as possessing a. stru ctu re  that is not unlike c h r y s o tile . Do you think you could have one o f  your research boys send me-some o f th is?‘ Again, many thanks, and if .y o u  need any further inform ation,

AML:Ikh
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