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~EIROUCTION,
- vy
Johs A, u"v JT,

Lat u¢ say & fev verds about vhy ve're having this partisular
Cenfersnce on Asheastes. If ! vere te raak these chemicels made and used
¥y Du Ponc {n order ef cencern to me, I vould aet put 25)estes ot the top
of che 11s¢. 3But, 4t has the spatliight e it 8t the presest tims 'lor
sthe?r reesons. Thers ere sneugh vorkars thrsugheut the U.S. wvhe are
exposad to ashestes end there are eusugh cases of eccupatisnal disease
resultiag from this exposurs to have csuse labor unions sad the Peders!
Govermment te give this predlem of asbestosis, snd associated lung cancer,
the first, eod primsry ectention, under the Ocsupacional Safety and Heslth
Aet of 1970. This sctention eccurred twe ways. PFirst of all, ssbescos s
the first chezical subscance to have been made the subject of an ssargancy
stendard. This wvas on the motios of the lador unions that iasisted thet

the current level of exposure ae parmitted under the Oscupavioasl Safsty

end Beelth Act of LI fiders/ul vas tee high, and thersfore, they put
pressure oo the Department of Lador te set & lover emergency standard.
This vas set at thé currsat recommanded level by the American Conference
of Goveramental ladustrial Bygienists st 3 fibers/ml. Th{s sumber five i3
oot &5 lov 88 the lader uafens would have liked, 8e that pressurs has con-
tizuad eun the Department of lLaber ts astedlish & permsnent standard lover
than 5 fiders/al. The sechaniss fer getting et & permanent standerd thac
sffects health, {8 fer thas Depsrtment of Laber te requeet the National

Iustituce of Cccupetiena) Safecy and Nealth to prepars s eriteria documant
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s8d rocemmesnd s stasdard. $e ve have ansther first. This ves the £irse¢
eriteris decumant nuﬁcn‘tu 8 pernssent standard cs de prepared by

the numl\nutun of Oceupationsl Safety snd Realth and te vhieh
they have complied with the requests af the Sscretary of lLaber by issuing
s ericeris documest, estitled Criteris for 8 Recommanded Standard-~Oceupa-
tiens]l Expesurs to Asbestos. A criteris document s mat & standard., A
criceria document simply describes the affects observed st different
levals &f exposure. Based upon the critaris documeat hovever, eae can
tecommand & standard. Criteris decuments ars descripeive. Thay dascribe.
Standards ars prescriptive. They say vhat you ean deo aad vhat you can't
de. This particular documant contains & recommended standsrd and che
eriteris on vhich that recommended szandard {3 based., Novever, (it

should be peintad eut that this decument (tself dees aet decssserily
reflect the fimal standard that will be adopted by the Deparcment of Labor.
And, 1 might just quote Dr. Mascus Key, Dirsctor ef the Natiomal lascitucte
of Oceupational Safety end Neslth, is s talk ha gave {a February vhers he
said, "Please resembsr, under tha Ocsupational Safety and Realth Act,

KD¥'s rescowmendatiens are l;ct stenderds. Tha Deparmment of Labor will .
reviev our recommendstions and those sf ad hoc reviev committess and

hold public hearings, {f nscessary, snd vill prowulgste the final
stsadard.” New the ,;;m: hesriaugs on asbestos have slresdy deaesa held.
They lastad abeut tve veeks, and I understand that {t scsumilated quite

8 stack of tastiaeny. lNew, the sext phase of the curreat phase is the
digestien of this testimeny by ths Departmeat of lLaber. Out of that

vill come their recemmendatica for & £ias] scandard that vill be published
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‘ {a the Jeders] Regiscer te take effect on & certais time sfter publicacies.

Vs bave net yet reached that peiat. But decsuse this documsnt s out,

uuusi\n ritommands & lov standard of 2 fibers/sl, this standars
i ttself has achieved maxinum sxposure cond{tions. I: hss exsited wors of
s discussien and & lot of quastions vere deling asked by pecple who mighe

have to deal vith this problem. As & result of this attsacion focused an

asbestos, plus the intended scandard vhich ve dea't really kaew tee much
about yer, that has ceused us te fesl that the time was right for another
Seninar on Asbestes.

Vhat ve're going to try to do today is ts give you seme af the

dimensions of the prodlea, but sgain I csuties yeu. The final standard
has not yet basn promulgated so don't ge back and say you have to do
this ctight avey. It may well be that the Departmant ef lador will mot

; sdopt all the recommendations of NIOSX after they have eonsidered all}

: _ of the testiseny befors thes, all commencs of sxperts, prafessionsl
sociaties, fadustry, and icbor. It mey be for political ressens thsy
vill adopt {t. Ve don't know, Se that part is still an usksoowva. Jut,
1 hope that you vill leave Sese teday with & bdetisr underscandiag of
sons e¢f the ressens for the uu-\cadu:xons of the Mational Institute
of Occupational Safecy and Reslth or NIOSH, as you vwill hear it referred
to, and, perhaps & battar underscanding of vhat you may have to do vhen

the final standard {3 sdopted.

RIE/neh/ jtd
Juse 28, 1972

DUP 0902473

A7

- - g i y— e . - "”7‘1

DU 023856




