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Increasing promineaca is being iven in Western Australia
to the incidence of Asbestosis. At the same time, grouping

of S{licosis cases an s vegicnal basis has allegedly indicatnd
a large nunber of cases 433 to work at mtt'ofiob.a;"'y B

In 1963 to date, 21 cases of Asbastosis and Silico-
Asbestosis have been sttributed to Wittencom., These 2] cases
eI graded by the Health Department in the following way -

‘ - 1 Asbestosis -
.= 4 early Asbestosis
« 14 early Silico-Asbestosis
- o2 Silico Asbestosls

Total 2 -
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“  The State Government Insurance Offics has estimated - .
he current iiability for industrial disesse cases at ¥ittenoom
o be £ 18,000, * . ST TR = .

PR

’ * This liability is arrived at considering the seriousne
of the 21 cases and a3lso considering the maxisum liability .- ~3¥7
under the Western Australian Workers Compensation Act of & 2,400
in any one case, or £ 3,000 if death vesults., -In the event of
death, payments alreacdy made are daductible fro- the £ 3,000,

< At present.  we aTe paying the State Government ‘Insurance _way
Office » gm&un of something in excess of £ 5,000 per yesr for
industrial disease insurance cover. In conversation with the
Genersl lanager of the State Government Insurance Office. I vas
inforsed that the claims experience_under this policy was very
bad. I was given to understand that he would attempt to have
“the premiuve rate increased beyend the present 20/= per £ 100
wages which has been in oparation for many years.

In further considering our potentisl lisbility, we -
should bear in mind that in N.S5.2. there is no limit to the
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amount 8 AN sy Teceive by way of weekly coapsnsation for
silicosis and on his death, a death clsim of £ 4,300 i3 -
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payable in addition to all other payments cade to him,

'rhn _premium_rate for industrial disesse (Silicosis)
cover for a similar mining operation in N.S.W. is 80/- per
£ 100 wages, ==

Distribution of Industris) Disesse Cages.

It seems that 18 of the total 2] cases can be
atunmed to nplomnt in the mine and 3 cases %o
o-ploynnt 1:\ mill, .

The only sure way to prevent uhntous and
suteous is to reduce the concentration of contaminants
in the air to a ressonable fi;utc. This is donc by
isproving .ventilation, .

Regular sa of air at chosea points is
m::ury to pmszling:oycz c‘scck on thop:mt cancen-
mo" ) 4

23 u not ncuul to think :.n toxm of supplyinq i
. ) respirators to cnpioyu.. The hot working conditions make }
S . ‘respirators unpopulaz even in. the aill. . ) R

- .°’ . i R ..
L= The, following details were z&vcn by Dr, Letham ~
(vntom Avstralian Director of Fubiic Heaith) when he

< } recently discussed uausmu disease with Mr. Bnadhunt
¢ and me: B

- - 1. A reasonsble readi 6f concentration of .
: asbestos in air would be 140 fibres per c.c. .
Above this there is danqot of eontueting
Asbestosis, e

2. Tims taken for a man to bc affected by thhc:
gf 30 two diseases dcponds upon the following
sctors | :

= concentration of contaminsnts in the air

~ zate at which a man works (the voluu ot
air he i{nhales dnpondt this)
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3. The critical particle size of asbostos {s 20 - 20°
microns, vith silica, the critical size is less
@ " than 2 microns,

4. Asbestosis can cause lung cancer.

S. It is rare for & man to develop asbestosis or
silicosis after exposure ceases. If this were to
' happen, it wouid be within one or two yesrs after
he had been removed from cxpow:c.

6, In it: early stages before btuthlnmnt nmlts.
. . development of asbestosis or silicosis can be -
pd arrested i€ the man is removed from exposure. At
) the stage of breathlessness, the condition cannot
wm‘do o

7. Asbeetosis develops eariier than Silicosis because .
the fibres are deposited in the 1 passages and
not.in thelung sscs as with suieu t 9

H .  —

8, Alr uq.nrz ‘18. best done uuh a -ugot or
such.as we .bhave-et Wittenoom. Places to & 1la
air should be determined sfter s careful moy
of the aine and aill, .
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