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D ear Dr. . Kahoe:

R e p ly in g  to you r l e t t e r  of De­
cem ber 2nd, we llave j u s t  l o s t  our f i r s t  case, o f  
any  k ind , b e f o r e  t l ie I n d u s t r i a l  Board, o f, C h ic a g o, 
and t h a t  goes b a ck  to  1913.. . .The h i s t o r y  o f  th e  
c ase  i s  as f o l l o w s :  .

One of. ou r  s e r v i c e  . s t a t i o n  men, 
a month o r  s i x  w eeks a f t e r  h e  had b een  h a v in g  t r o u ­
b le  w i t h  h i s  e y e s ,  came i n  to  see  me and was r e ­
f e r r e d  to  our eye man. Our eye man, a good one , 
d iag n o sed  h i s  c o n d i t i o n  a s  an i r i t i s ;  r r i m e r i l y  
an  o n s e t  and n o t  se c o n d a ry  to  any d i s e a s e  o f  th e  
c o n ju n c t i v a  o r  t o  th e  c o rn e a .

T h is  man was t r e a t e d  by h i s  own 
p h y s i c ia n  b e ca u se  we d e n ie d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  H is 
own p h y s i c i a n  was n e g l e c t f u l  o r  in co m p e te n t  w i th  
the  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  i r i s  became f l e x e d  t o - t h e  lenz .,  
and he  had a se c o n d a ry  g laucom a, n e c e s s i t a t i n g  an 
o p e r a t i o n  and wi t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  l o s s  o f  s i g h t  i n  
th e  e y e .  .

, , The c o m p la in a n t  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  h i s
c a se  c la im ed  t h a t  i n  p u t t i n g  E th y l  g a s o l i n e  i n  a 
c a r  one o f  th e  h o ses  s p r i n k l e d  g a so l in e ,  i n t o  h i s  
r i g h t  ey e . He c la im s  im m e d ia te ly ,  even  b e fo r e  
f i l l i n g  th e  t a n k ,  to  have gone in  and washed h i s  
eye o u t  w i th  w a te r ,  m aking a  cup w i th  h i s  h an d . He 
d id  n o t  v i s i t  a  d o c to r  u n t i l  f o u r  o r  f i v e  days l a t er .  
The d o c to r  i n  h i s  te s t im o n y  made a d ia g n o s is  o f  i r i­
t i s  and e x c lu d e d  i n  h i s  te s t im o n y  any symptoms o f  
c o n j u n c t i v i t i s .  There was no p u ssy  d i s c h a r g e ;  i n  
f a c t ,  he s a i d  the  d i s c h a r g e  was w a te r y  and s t e r i l e , 
a l th o u g h  he d id  n o t  make sm e a rs .

■ We in t r o d u c e d  e v id e n c e  on e x p e r i ­
m e n ta l  b a s i s  o f  some g u in e a  p ig s  who had E th y l
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g a s o l i ne  d ropped  i n  t h e i r  eyes e v e ry  day  o v e r  
a p e r i o d  o f  tw en ty  days w i th  no bad a f t e r  e f ­
f e c t s . .  We were u n a b le ,  i r o n  a l e g a l  s t a n d ­
p o i n t ,  t o  p u t  on w i t n e s s e s  o f  a number o f  c a s e s  
o f  men who h ad  g o t t e n  E th y l  g a s o l in e  i n  t h e i r  
e y e s ,  b e c a u se  we cou ld  n o t  d e m o n s tra te  l e g a l l y  
t h a t  th e  g a s o l in e  th e y  g o t  i n  t h e i r  eyes came ; 
o u t  o f  th e  same ta n k  and was e x a c t l y  th e  same 
g a s o l i n e .  - .

. ■  » t

Of c o u rs e ,  we w i l l  c a r r y  t h i s  
case  up to  th e  h ig h e r  c o u r t s .  We a re  w a i t i n g  
f o r  th e  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  th e  same.

T h is  c a s e ,  b o th  b e fo r e  and d u r in g  
th e  t r i a l ,  b r o u g h t ' t o  my mind th e  q u e s t io n  as to  
why th e  E th y l  G a so l in e  C o rp o ra t io n  h a s . n o t  con­
d u c te d  e x p e r im e n ts  to  show th e  e f f e c t  upon th e  
human s k in ,  p o s s ib l y  t h e  human e y e ,  c e r t a i n l y  on 
an im a l e y e s ,  o f  any i r r i t a t i o n  from  E th y l  Gaso­
l i n e  a s  i t  i s  m ark e ted ?  T here  i s  n o th in g  i n  th e  
l i t e r a t u r e  on t h i s  m a t te r  and I  know t h a t  most o f .  
th e  c la im s  which we g e t  f rom  t im e to  t i n e  a re  
b ased  upon th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  d o c to r s  t h a t  E th y l  
g a s o l i n e  i s  a m y s te r io u s  p o is o n ;  t h a t  i t s  p o s s i ­
b i l i t i e s  o f  harm a re  k e p t  u n d e r  c o v e r  and t h a t  
a lm o s t  a n y th in g  can be c a u se d ,  e i t h e r  by g e t t i n g  
E th y l  G a so l in e  on t h e  s k i n ,  o r  i n  t h e  e y e ,  o r  
even th e  i n h a l a t i o n  o f  same. I  sh o u ld  th in k  

.. i t  w ou ld  have p a id  t h e  E th y l  C o rp o ra t io n  to  have 
conduc ted  e x p e r im e n ts  i n  a good c l i n i c  u n d e r  p r o ­
p e r  o b s e r v a t io n  a lo n g  t h i s  l i n e .

We a re  go ing to  be c a l l e d  upon 
w i t h in  t h e  n e x t  few m onths to  defend- a s k in  
d i s e a s e  which i s  supposed  to  have been c au se d  
by g a s o l i n e  s p i l l i n g  on a man’ s body. The s k i n  
d i s e a s e  h a s  been d e m o n s tra te d  a s  b e in g  p i t y r i a s i s  
v e r s i c o l o r ,  a d i s e a s e  a l l i e d  to  th e  r i n g  worm 
v a r i e t y .  We have  w orked t h i s  c a s e  up v e ry  w e l l .  
Have p i c t u r e s  o f  th e  s k i n ,  p i c t u r e s  o f  th e " fu n g u s  
and s p o re s  and have -..one e v e r y th in g  p o s s i b l e  to  
g e t  o u r  c a se  in  sh a p e , b u t ,  as  you know, ’’E th y l ” 
i s  a  v e r y  m y s te r io u s  p e rs o n  and i t  makes i t  a w fu l ly 
d i f f i c u l t  to  e x p la in ,  a f t e r  th e  new spaper n o t o r i e t y 
w h ich  th e  DuPont Company and t h e  Hew J e r s e y  Company 
had c o v e r in g  a  p e r io d  of y e a r s .

E ish  you  w ou ld  l e t  me have your v iew s 
a b o u t  t h i s  e x p e r im e n ta l  p r o p o s i t i o n .

. , / i th  k i n d e s t  p e r s o n a l  r e g a r d s ,
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