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Asbestosis and Carcinoma of the Larynx

A Possible Association

Herman |. Libshitz, MD; Martin S. Wershba, MD;
G. William Atkinson, MD; Martha E. Southard, MD

o Three patients had carcinoma of the larynx, history of asbestos expo-
sure, and evidence of intrathoracic changes characteristic of asbestosis.
The data suggest an association between asbestosis and carcinoma of the

larynx,
(VAMA 228:1571-1572, 1974)

INCREASED incidence of various
malignant neoplasms has been re-
Iated to exposure to asbestos. The as-
sociation between asbestosis and pul-
monary and pleural neoplasms has
been well established. We have re-
cently seen three patients with pri-
mary laryngeal cancers, a history of
asbestos exposure, and intrathoracic
changes on their chest roentgeno-
grams consistent with asbestosis. In
this communication we briefly detail
our cases to alert our colleagues to
this possible association.

Report of Cases

CasE 1.—A 65-year-old man, with asbes-
tosis (Fig 1) had been employed for 26
years as an insulator in a naval yard. He
had smokad sae-pask ef-cigaretr-perdny
fox.many yeafs, stopping three years be-
fore admission. Progressive dyspnea,
wheezing, and hoarseness prompted him to
seck medical attention. On Nov 29, 1971,
bronchoscopy performed in conjunctien
with biopsy disclosed epidermoid ecarci-
noma of the anterior commissure and right
vocal cord. A total laryngectomy with radi-

cal neck dissection was performed, and -

postoperative radistion therapy was given
from Dec 7, 1971, through Jan 27, 1972, for
a total of 6,600 rads. He currently has no
complaints.

Case 2-The patlent was a 54-year-old
man who had installed wiring in the cargo

From the departments of radiology (Drs.
Libshitz and Wershba), internal medicine (Dr
Atkinson), snd radiation therapy snd nuciear
medicine (Dr. Southard), Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity Hospital, Philadeiphia.

Reprint requests to 11th and Wainut St, Phila-
deiphia, PA 19107,
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area of ships from 1952 to 1954. He had

smoled one-patk of vigarets per day for®d
yesrs.. A chest roentgenogram demon-
strated changes consistent with asbestosis

(Fig 2). Laryngoscopy was performed in

®

Janusry 1973 for increasing hoarseness of
1% years’ duration. Biopey of several ir-
regular growths on the left vocal cord re-
vealed intermediate grade epidermoid car-
cinoma. A total of 6400 rads was given
from Jan 18, 1978, through March §, 1973.
He is well and asymptomatic eight months
after therapy.

Case 3.—The pctient. & 60-year-old man,
had been a steam pipe fitter and welder for
30 years. Jie bod-omeked-twe pochsef~
mhﬂ youss, stopping 18

Fig 1.—Posteroanterior roentgenogram of chest of patient 1, showing marked pleural
thickening and extensive bibasalar interstitial fibrosis. Changes are typical of asbestosis.
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creasing hoarseness prompted laryngos- .
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. - changes ¢ eonmtentwlth asbestosis (Flg 8)." . -
Bnduhon ‘therapy | to: the larynx over a .
- uven-week interval’ touled 6,580 rads. He . .
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