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The Under<Sacreatary for Minex,
Central Qovernzent Buildings,

YERY2 .
WESTZRN AUSTRATIA. _ )

Desr Mr, Teifer,

woamana

. © T 4% veferdnce to my létter of et Hay, 1960,
. I ragret to hate to 4nfern you that sscwrats t’i%m-u 4n
e 1ncidance; the soverity of YLsability and the effect

of sabestosis on the ashestos wining Induatry' are not
Yot avadletide. @ :

4s a uatier of fact, one ¢of the podnts whioh .
amarged from the Tecent (1959) Prewmccontssls Conferense
in Jehennosabwrg 'waw that the subjest of asbewstostie abomis
b fmrther. {nveatigatodfin $outh Afrsen. "

in this comnection X might mention at the
Proceedings of the Confsrence sre o be pridlished shortly

whiich drelmde the followlug papurs on Asbestosiain

1) vSme Fathologiosl kspeats of isbastosis - -
in the Unton of Sowth Afedca,” by J.C. Wegner;

. T, 42Y “Cliinkcal Aspattz OF Asbestosiz £n the
Heaprthers Cape® vy CuA, Eleggay and

{3) ®Iha Hadiolcglcsl Aspects of dshastosls”
by M. Busawitzx. .

. t " the golihmwiis o very toief :ﬂnimuyr Jregarding
ashestosdls In South: T LA LN ST R TR
e e B
Y R TR SR S R ST M R § P
" a) By 1939 4t 15‘33’ Sane IRt empiovmnt. e
PLAINTIFF'S tong periads wundergrourd dun ths smoatle
and crocidollite mines was dapabla (uxder
EXHIBIT 11tton :
3939 coMitiony) - of causing serdous lung
WV 4 tmpairment elther ITom sshastuais o froe
*‘} ’ 34 a godibination of thet disense with
o, sllicostay  aisc, thet serioma SAarDlement
. frou sadoytcals ay a Texnlt of wmployment
: An storfacs amosite snd erootdolste
trestient plants 434 occenr and that the
gemrsi recautioniry noastres wite
: nsdaguata, .
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(b3 By 198 extensive dust and medioal
. . suwrveys had hasn carrisd out concersd
, . the ssdexton xining fndusity. Mach
. dust wen Jroduced; sspect in
trestment platite wherd dust conirsl
wen & probiem. Ths wedical mwreyk
confirmed thet asbestoste wan beling
contrgoetod, s -

A ¢ : T ke m PesUit of these surveys, dust conteel
Tt . . L massurds wors introduced, - Mar;roun& thia consistad
R ossentially in.the enfarcement of wt"uinim an¥ thy aze
of srproved (L,e. wet, vented) rocidrilla an %o the
i . mactice 1n tha zold mines, ax well By insistence ot
; B adagunte supplies of vent!.iatfon. L s .
Lo © ¢ Tre experiencea was that asbaxtos duat, and
g csﬁaciam the fidres,-lends itmelf %o suprression by
- . vatar, . To- =

- - - The maln dust problem, however, ooomrs 4n the asss
- sirfece treaiment Piants becauss ths recovery of the fira
o : precitdios the use of water. Crashlsg and seroening sTe
B T : . the main dust profucing operationw, whilst the dnst prodtced
“ o 4wring bagzing opprations, is tha wmeat ALLLAeule 20 eantrol.

: ’ . ‘me Mines and Works Regilation calling Lo
npiumu neceayary S the affoctiva yreventicn of dust
ariging Crom tha OSperations comducted at ths fiberising
Plante were sptorced at all {exoept a fow smail} ashestca

. : fiherising plants. . . N N

. vm.

(e} By 1995, andlical control was introdussd
. of 22 workere in asbésten mizes and -
3 f4veriszing plants, Ry 31957, e mober
i of xipesy 23her then m ey
. 20 medis %y controding wed 137,
; of which 45 were asdastos mines,

- @) anglat Karch, 1957, Sho sompensation
. fund of the 137 minos mantiomed im Fom,
stonk st wm’? n!?m}m.

(8) The average conditicns found in amoalte
and crocidolite fidbarising plants during
the syatesatla dust surveyy done during
1947 $0 1952, ¢awm ko about 238 firen
. (of abeut 208 tolziidirontAf FeRe RIS oty
}ous . Plus sBOUL 50 rartdclay pRrouble, K2 e
centinotre {as obtalhed by Womidoterdiin i
for ¢hrysotile fideriving Pirnixthe
correspondipng figures canme to abont
10 fipres pivs #50 particles per crbic
contimatra.

CoL The conditicns recorded undergronnd differsd fron
that 1 the fiberlising planis mainly in raspoat of fitra’
acnsontratim which vas much less undergrotnd then on
surfaca.. : .
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., The frea s$ilies content of the ba
in whick tha ‘eracidolite enf ancsite oo
wvhilst that of ¢hs cerpentine In whieh the
oecewny S negligtble.

{f) The fepreasion st the rnmmosu
Bursan 49 t.:att wherean m;1 gwnn
cmwmt LRYEA Agen
catrdozia {as defimed 41 the

.%;t in tlrw nfn;E stnge iligout

rear# o m LYyaen & ¢
£014 ‘mites ard about 29 yuaras:rur : M
empioyeas at <oal minés, it 4s
o:?y ebodut 10 reara far emplovaes

_An asbestos mms 4] pients.

{g} Anothet’ vcin‘t: whieh amerged Prom
the Pratxoconlosls Confearanca is
the peolmrenes of mesothallcma £n

et - pepgonsmiram the asbestoa fieldw.

' The a«cbwpam.ug Docklat entitied "Dust In
‘l.sbestos MEI1e® waghy be or datepayt.

2 hopa ‘The abWe Anlormation vﬂ.}. be of scme
) &ssistanw 0 yor. y

Xours mznmny.
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