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Mr. M .H , D ecoster  
President & Chief Operati 
O .M . Scott & Sons , Co. 
333 North Maple Street 
M arysv ille , Ohio 43040

Dear Mr. Decoster:
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EXHIBIT
SCO-79

During the month of February, Dr. N .E . Rosenwinkel, Director Occupational 
M edicine, Dr. J .D .  Yoder, Director Environmental H ealth ,  and I v isited  
your manufacturing fac ili t ies  In M arysv il le .  Our primary contacts during 
the v is it  were: Mr. R. H askins, Director of Personnel and Administration, 
Mr. L. Sackett , .M anager of Associate  Relations and Mr. R. Gruenbaum, 
Environmental Engineer. D iscuss ions  were a l s o  held with Mr. A. Kwapisz, 
Director of Manufacturing, and Dr. J. Evans,part-time plant physician.

Unrortunately, you were out of town a t  the time o f the v i s i t ,  and consequently , . 
we did not have a chance to meet with you and share our findings. Let me do 
th is  now. ■

During the  v is i t ,  several items of concern were no ted . These items were:

1. The environmental monitoring program which was started
, severa l years ago e s se n t ia l ly  has  been discontinued.

2 . Some employees were being exposed to  a sb es to s  and some 
toxic chemicals used in  your control operations such a s  
organo-phosphates and a rsen ic  and mercury compounds.

3 .  The effectiveness of the exhaust ventila tion  system could 
be improved considerably by b e t te r  engineering design .

4 , A program of routine maintenance for the ventilation system - 
should be installed and enforced for optimum effec tiveness .
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On the other s ide  of the coin , we were very p leased to  note that:

1 .  There were adequate  fac i l i t ie s  for tes ting  the  hearing ’
ab ili ty  of employees and that the fac i l i t ie s  were being ' .
u ti l ized . .

2 . Biological monitoring for certain em ployees, such a s  - 
those  involved with the organo-phosphates  and mercury 
compounds a lso  was in e ffec t.

3 .  Excellent manuals had been prepared by Mr. Greunbaum 
covering (a) chemical raw m ateria ls ,  toxicology (hazards 
and treatments for exposure), (b) personal hygiene, and 
(c) plant housekeeping.

All of th e se  pos itive  actions are most encouraging.

Let me return for a moment to  the environmental monitoring program which 
has been discontinued. I t  is' pur understanding that Mr. Gruenbaum had 
initiated the b as ic s  of a good monitoring program, consequently ,  it i s  
strongly recommended that th is  program be re in s t i tu ted .  Also, It is  recom­
mended th a t  Mr. Gruenbaum attend some type  of short term formal training 
course in a ir  sampling and evaluation tech n iq u es ,  such a s  the AIHA-NIOSH 
(American Industr ia l  Hygiene A ssocia tion  - National Insti tu te  for Occupational 
Safety and Health) training course  on "Industrial Hygiene M easurem ents". 
This is  an  excellen t two week course given on an irregular b as is  at various / 
locations around the country. Information on time and location of such l] 
courses can be obtained from -  •’ 1

William E. McCormick.
Managing Director
American Industria l Hygiene Association 
66 S . Miller. Road 
Akron, Ohio 44313 
(216) 836-9537

Finally, it  i s  urgently recommended tha t  the employees in the vermiculite 7 
expansion process  be examined and the provisions of Occupational Safety 
and Health Standard 1910.93 on a sb e s to s  be implemented in th is  area . I

If you have any comments or questions on the  above po in ts , p lease  be sure 
to contact u s .  It is  hoped that Dr. Rosenwinkel and Dr. Yoder will be able
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to v ts l t  your fac i l i t ie s  again  in the near future and these .po in ts  can 
be d iscu ssed  in greater de ta il  a t  that t im e .  In addition , wo did not 
have a chance to vis it  your new research laboratories during working. 

"hours and we would like to review th e se  operations In further d e ta i l .

S incere ly , ■

cc: J. R, Goode
N .E , Rosenwinkel, M .D .  
J .D .  Yoder, Sc .D .
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