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//[é/géu/[é_/é Inspection No. . 820 _ ,//_/

Identification No.: 30-00611

COMBINED SPOT INSPECTIOW REPORT

This report is based on an inspection rade purswant to Section & of the Federal
Metal and Nonmetallie Mine Safety Act 30 Stat. 772).

Company; ' Gouverneur Tale Company, Int .

Mine Name: Mine No. 1 and Mill

City:__Balmat County: St. Lawrence State: New York

Date(s) of Inspection: July 26-28, 1977 Telephone Number: 315 2567-2100

YESA Inspector(s): Arthur J. McLaughlin, Meral and Nonmetal Mine Inspecter

Ho. of Emplajyees: 170 Work schedule: Yours/Shift 8 Shift/Day 1  Days eek_o __
Jype of Mine: Underpround Mining Methed: Open Stope Produ .._Tal-

fompany Officials: Grorge E. Erdman, Vice President

v - -

.'Um'.oh xeprezentatives: Roy Tromblev, President, United Steelworkers_of Aneriia

Loeis: »979, darrisville. Mew York 13646: William Kelley, Repres:ntative Disericr 8,

Unit. » Sreesnorkers of ‘merica, 8 Putna- Place, Port Henrv, Few Yoii 12974

Inspec-ion Prrty: Floyd Robingon, Personnel and Safetv Director

REMARKS: No, of Last NO1I1CE Issued: 392 Date issued: 8/26//7

No., of Last ORUER Issued: 43 Date Issued- 8/25/.

No. of Last HEALTH NOTICE Issued: Date Issuved:

/ lssued Notices and/or {rders were delivered to:

\
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Two area samples were collected at the 700 level ¢rusher stdtion in addition

to the total particulate sample. One sample was analyzed for the concentration
of fibers having a lennth of 5 mierons Or RYeSter and & 1enpth to width aspect
Tation of 3 to 1 (current critdrla for asbestiform mineral £iber). The resuit
vas 13,1 fIberd per SUBIT genfineter, The setond sample was analyzed £t THE
fatio of asbestiform mineral fibers to nonasbestiform mineral fibers that meet
the abovementioned crireria. The result was 87 percent asbestiform ro 13 percent -
nonagbestiform, Applying this ratio To the feasured concentration we can,
conclude that the concéntration of asbestiform mineral fiber at the 700 level
crugher station, at the time of sampling, was 11.4 fibers/ce. Since the current
threshold limit value (TLV) 1s 5 fibers/cc, immediate action must be taken to

" teduce personal axposuxes at the 700 level crusher area.

A sample for fiber count was also taken at the skip loading area belov the 700
level crusher and showed an airborme fiber concentration of 3.0 fibers/ee.,
Assuming the same asbestiform fiber 2o nonasbestiform fibsr ration as deter-
nmined at the 700 lavel crusher, the actuval concentrarion of asbestiform fiber
in the skip loading area was 2.061 fibers/ece. In view of the proposed srandard
of 2 fibers/cc, which will become Jaw 1in rhe near future, it is recommended
that consideration be given to this location.

Fiber identification samples were also taken at the tripper belt bead pulley
area, No. 4 Hardinga Mill, and at the No. 3 packer bagging area, The results
vere 67-, 75—, and 90-percenc asbesriform mineral fiber, respectively.

Health studies conducted by MESA and NIOSH have produced data that documencs
the presencer of asbestiform minaral fibers in the No, I Mine ore body and
personal exposure data collected by MESA and NIOSH indicates possible over-
exposure to asbestiform mineral fibera by mine and mill workers; therefore,
personal exposures must be quantified and corrective action inttiated in chose
cases vhere overexpogures are evident,

CIf you have any questions, please contact this office.
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