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Attention Mr. R. F. Wolff . E Y, Meig gy
Gentlemen: :

Re: Addition and Alterations
Memorial Medical Center
Savannah, Georgia
Please find attached copy of Technical Services, Inc.'s test report
on samples of dust that we collected from ORs 9 and 10 and workroom 1B075
on the above referenced project that you requested in your letter of
July 20, 1983. Also find attached copy of news releases that appeared in
newpapers on July 21 and July 22, regarding this same issue, for your
files.

As you can see from the attached new releases, this issue is still
not dead. We have talked to your Mr. John Crane this date and he assured
us that he was going to be in touch with you and get us some additional
information to help us put this issue to bed once and for all.

Very truly yours,

BATSON-COOK COMPANY

gt & Gt

Hugh L. Cotton
e
AZD0
HLC/ro J 4
Enclosures
cc: Mr. John Crane
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Laboratory No.

Sample of

TECHRICAL SERVICES, INC.
ENViRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS — INDUSTRIAL CHEMISTS
OFFICE 2471 SWAN ST. — P.0. BOX 52329
LABORATORIES 103-107 STOCKTON STREET
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32201
(804) 353-5761
53605 July 15,

Dust

Date Received

July 15, 1983

For

Batson-Ccok Company, P. O. Tow 4963, Jacksonville, Florida 32201
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Attt Lry Tlugh Toulhy

CERTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS OR TESTS

Asbestes, %

OR #9, Norih Wall . 0
On #10, North Wall 0
Work Rooir, 1 LO75, Louth Wall = 0
Work Reoz: 1 BO75, North Wall 0

Note: The fiberous materizl present in these somples are cellulose
and «~lass filers.

Rewp xetfu:iy aubmiitad,

TECKNICAL STEVICES, INC /
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ZxEn .3 vc::au of asbestos, suspected of

,,awcu:,n lung cancer when inhaled, were
. mixed into a compound used in the floors of
w«.wi new operating rooms and two other

-surgical rooms being built at Memorial Medi-

i B

‘% Dan<J. Sheehan Co., one ‘of the major sub-
contractors hired for SoBc_.S_.m ongoing ren-
. évation project, was the company responsible
;.»o_.. working on the floors in that area, sources
23 said. . A Memorial spokesman said Batson-
“wCook ‘Co. of Jacksonville, Fla., general con< ',
tractor for the $21.6 million ..mo»_.z at'the hos-
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:: was a mEva :.::m to do," said ?ozua
Graeser, district office supervisor in Savan-
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" Hospital patients and employees are nos in’

any immediate danger because of the ashes-
tos, Memorial spokesman Jeryl Davis Ka
Thursday.

The yet-to-be nz_w?& operating room area
is on the first floor.of Memorial’s new patient

- tower, which has several higher floors of occu-

‘pied patient rooms. The ventilation system on

the first floor is seif-contained, Davissaid. - -
Unidentified union workers contacted 0S-

) E.. July 18 about the asbestos being used for-
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By TOM BARTON
.. Staff Writer

Construciion workers added about 70
atinds of asbestos, suspected of causing
.ing cancer, 1o a mix used to cover the
Yours of cight new operating rooms and two
cher surgical rovins being built at Memo-
wal Medicy! Center, a federal official said
.
*It was a stupid thing to do,” said Ri-
rard Graescr, district office supervisor in
‘avanngh for the U.S. Occupational Safety
. ad Health Administration.

X subcontractor, hired by general con-
‘ractor Batson-Cook Co. of Jacksonville,

)estos i

Fla., was responsible for ordering that the
ashestos be used, Graeser said. He declined
to identify the company. '

“I don’t want to point fingers until the in-
vestigation is over,” the official said. “It's
not the hospital’s fault. They were extreme-
ly upset about the whole thing.”

Memorial spokesman Jeryl Davis said
tcday the problem belungs to Batson-Cook,
since the hospital does not have a certificate
of occupancy for the 10 rooms.

“The hospital will pursue the matter un-

til it's safe and satisfactory,’” he said.

Davis referred all questions to Batson-
Cook. The company’s construction supervi-
sor at the site, Bernard Malsky, refused to

comment until OSHA completes its investi-
gation. ’ '

*Nothing’s been proven yet,” Malsky
said.

Two 35-bags of ‘‘100-percent pure' as-
bestos were mixed into a concrete-like
flooring compound used on the operating
room floors, Graeser said. Workers then
covered the compound with a clear glaze.

“It was a relatively small amount, but
you can see it through the glazing,” Graeser
said.

Workers had the air conditioning on in
the area when the floor was being spread,
he said. The area is on the first floor of the
hospital’s new patient tower.

~

‘He (Ford) had made his decision al-

stirring it up. He was very, very irritat-
ed; he really resented it.'
— Anonymous Former Ford Aide’

. The problem with the asbestos is that fu-
ture work on the floors will require special
precautions to prevent the ‘material from
getting into the air and into Memorial’s ven-
tilation system, he said.

For example, drilling or cutting into the
floor could cause asbestos to be released,
Graeser said, and the ventilaiion would
have to be turned off.- Totally removing the
floor would create an even greater risk, he
said. '

Union workers involved in Memorial’s °

renovation contacted OSHA July 18 about
the asbestos being uscd in the floors, Grae-
ser >aid. Inspectors visited the work site the
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o Heat wave oo:.._.::ou to scorch nation.
Details on Page 2. o :

By BETTY DARBY
Stalf Writer

Twa of eight heat-related deaths reported

in Georgia so far this summer have been in
Thitharn Conntv. stale health officials said to-

. -~

following day. *- S .

Besides the two bags of asbestos used v’
the floor, another eight bags of the subst
ance were at the hospital, Graeser said. Th
remaining bags have since “'vanished,"” h.
said. :

. “We can't stop them from using it,
Graeser said, since the material was n<-
used in a spray. Federal Environment
Protection Agency rules prevent the spray
ing of substances that have a 1 percent o:
more concentration of asbestos, he said.

Graeser said QSHA's investigation i
continuing and should be concluded in abou
two weeks.
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shows eight deaths — two each in Chatham:
and Troup counties and one each in DeKalb
Fulton and Walton counties. The latest heat
related deuth of which Sikes has been notifiec
occurred Sunday when a 32-year-old_jogae!
died in Fulton County.

Updates of the heat-related death toll »il’
be released on Mondays through the remain

der of the suinmer.
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UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION oLD RIDGEBURY ROAD, DANBURY, CT OBB417
METALS DIVISION

July 20, 1983

Mr. Hugh Cotten
Batson Cook Company

P. O. Box 4963
Jacksonville, FL 32201

Dear Mr. Cotten:

I understand that Mr. John Myers has called you to answer any further
guestions you may have had concerning Caledria RG 244. We have also arranged
to have material concerning the properties of our product mailed to you and
to Mr. Sheehan, which you may find helpful.

I appreciated your call to me on July 15, 1983 advising that the four
samples taken from the OR section of the new hospital wing, which were sub-
mitted to laboratory analysis, showed no presence of asbestos fibres, and
would like to see a copy of that report if you find it convenient to mail one
to me.

Good luck on your project.

/sms R

bce: H. B. Rhodes
W. C. Thurber
J. E. Walsh



