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February 1, 1955

Dr, Robert A. Kehoe
Kettering Laboratory
College of Medicine - Eden Avenue
University of Cincinnati
Cincinnati 19» Ohio

R e : ^ H H B v .  Mohawk Petroleum  
. T ^ L l* fb 2 X

Dear  Dr. Kehoe:

Thank you very much for your very thorough and complete  
letter of January 25th, under the above captioned. You  
have outlined just exactly the type of information that  
we wanted and from your letter, our attorney will be  
able to prepare questions to ask of you when your  
deposition is scheduled. We certainly appreciate your  
cooperation and will ask our attorneys to give you as  
much notice as possible in making the arrangements to  
take your deposition.

Yours very truly

W. P. Davenport  
Branch Claims Supt.
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January 25, 1955

M r. W. P . D avenport 
B ranch  C la im s Superin tendent 
P a c if ic  E m p lo y e rs Insu rance Com pany 
505 M ontgom ery S tree t 
San F r a n c isco  11, C a lifo rn ia  R e:

D ear  M r, D avenport:

A  rep ly  to your fu r th er  le t te r  to m y  a s so c ia te , D r . K. V. K itzm il le r ,  
has been  delayed  lon ger  than I l ik e  by m y  p reoccup ation  w ith a h o st of 
d u ties w hich aw aited  m e on m y retu rn  to m y o f f ice . H ow ever , I a ssu m e, 
from  the fa c t  that we have not h eard  fro m  you fu r ther , that the d e lay  has 
not, thus fa r , been a m a tte r  of se r io u s  co n cern  to you.

S a t is fa c to ry  com p lian ce w ith your req u est is  not e nt ir e ly  p o ss ib le  a t th is 
t im e , fo r  the rea so n  that th e re  i s  l i t t le  pu b lished in fo rm ation  w hich b ea rs 
d ir e c t ly  on the poin t a t is s u e . That i s  to say, that the ev id en ce , in te rm s 
of usua l e f fe c ts  that have a r ise n  a c tu a lly  or  a l leged ly  from  con tact w ith o r  
exp osu re  to lea d ed  g a so lin e , is  e sse n t ia l ly  n ega tive  and is  a lso  e ss e n t ia l ly 
p r iv a te , being p r a c t ic a l ly  e x c lu s iv e ly  in our hands. It is  w ho lly  n ega tive 
so  fa r  a s  e f fe c ts  on the n ervou s com p on en ts o f the v isu a l apparatus a r e 
con cern ed . I sh a ll have to rev iew  the l i te r a tu r e  ca re fu lly  to se e  w hether 
or  not any p h y sic ia n  a t any t im e  has rep o r ted  a  c a se  of b lin d n ess o r  v isu a l 
im p a irm en t w hich he b e liev ed  to be due, p o ss ib ly  or p robab ly , to the e f fe c ts 
o f the ab sorp tion  of te tr a e th y l lea d . But so fa r  a s our r ec o r d s  a r e  con ­
cern ed , I can sa y  f la t ly  that no c a se  o f that type has been  brought to ou r 
a tten tion  during the p er iod  o f u s e  o f lead ed  g a so l in e . {It began ex p e r im en ­
ta l ly  in 1923, and expanded p r o g r e ss iv e ly  in to in c rea s in g ly  w ider  u sa g e 
f r o m  1926 on to the p resen t , when a lm o s t  a l l  o f th e g a so lin e  in  the U. S. A . 
con ta in s te tra e th y l l e a d . ) I can  c ite  the num bers and typ es o f c a s e s  o f 
in ju ry  and i l ln e s s  (rea l and a lleg ed )t that have b een  rep or ted  to u s  (we have 
m ain ta ined  a r e g is t r y  o f a l l  such  c a s e s  and have inv est ig a ted  m any of them ) 
during that p e r io d , and can  in d ica te  the natu re of our p roced u re  fo r  
obtaining, th is  type o f in fo rm ation , in  support o f m y  op in ion  that no such 
d ise a se  a s  is  d e sc r ib e d  in  th is  c a se  can be a ttr ib uted , reason ab ly , to the 
e f fe c ts  o f lead ed  g a so lin e , in  that con n ection , we have m a in ta ined  an 
a c t iv e  com m u n ica tion  w ith the p eop le in  the p e tro leu m  in d u stry , w hereby 
c a s e s  o f su sp ec ted  i l ln e s s  o r  in ju ry  have been  brought to our a tten tion  fo r  
in v est ig a t io n  a t no ex p en se  (for our s e r v ic e s )  to th em . T h is p roced u re  has 
g iven  u s m o s t of our reco rd ed  c a s e s , s in c e  the la rge  bu lk  o f th ese  had 
p o ten tia l o r  ac tu a l m e d ic o - le g a l s ig n if ica n ce , in  te r m s  o f in d u str ia l 
com p en sa tion  fo r  em p loyees{h an d le rs  o f g a so lin e ) w ith in  the in d u stry , or

fcv, M ohawk P e tro leu m  
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of su its  fo r  d a m a g es, brought o r  th rea ten ed  o r  p o ssib ly  on ly  su g g ested , 
by the u s e r s  of g a so lin e  who, in  th e ir  op in ion , su ffe red  from  harm fu l  
e f fe c ts .

Now the su rv ey  of a l l  Of the above m a te r ia l in  our f i le s  is  a fa ir ly  e lab o ra te 
p roced u re , and I cannot hope to p rov ide i t  in  any de ta il u n less  the s itua tion 

. req u ires  it . I sh a ll  now p ro ceed , h ow ever , to ga th er  up the lo o se  ends of 
i t ,  a s  i t  has accu m u la ted  s in ce  I la s t  had need  of getting  i t  to g e th er . I sh a ll 
be ab le on ly  to su m m a r ize  it  sk e tch ily . My rea so n  fo r  being a b le , a t th is 
t im e , to t e l l  you  that it  is  n ega tive  ev id en ce is  that a l l  o f i t  goe3 over  m y 

- d esk  a t som e t im e , and th e re fo re  I would undertake to rem em b er  and to • 
reco rd  sep a ra te ly  fo r  e a sy  a c c e s s ,  on ly  such  item s as have been  s ig n if ica n t, 
in the se n se  g £ req u ir ing  in v est ig a t io n , o r  a s  being of such  a type as to 
req u ire  so m e a lte ra t io n  o f cu r  op in ion s. ¥ e have changed our m in d s, in 
r esp o n se  to ev id en ce, on cer ta in  a sp e c ts  of the situa-tion, but not at, a l l  on 
the h aza rd s o f the handling o r  o rd in a ry  u se  of leaded  g a so lin e , o r  on the 
hazard  o f o rd in a ry  con tact w ith it . T h ir ty  y e a rs  is  a long t im e o v e r  w hich 
to  ga ther  n ega tive  ev id en ce , con sid er in g  the hundreds of thousands of 
re f in e ry  and f i l l in g  sta tion  h an d lers of lead ed  g a so lin e , and th ere fo re  I fe e l 
quite se c u r e  in  the p o s it io n  I .take.

The o th er  s id e  of the p rob lem  is  that which d e r iv e s from  the ex p er im en ta l 
work w hich we have done in  re la t io n  to the tox ic  h aza rd s of te tra e th y l lead 
and g a so lin e  conta in ing it . U n fo r tu n a te ly , the p u b lica tion s on th is  cam e out, 
fo r  the m o s t p a r t, m any y e a r s  ago . R epr in ts o f th ese  a re  not a v a ila b le  fo r 
d istr ib u tion  a t th is  t im e. I have a t le a s t  one copy o f every th ing  any of us 
h as w r itten  or ,pub lished on the su b ject, but som e of them  I am  not p repared 
to lo s e  s igh t o f .even  in  the fo rm  o f a loan . B eca use  of th e ir  vo lum inous 
ch a ra c te r , m any of the rep o r ts  of in v es t ig a t io n s  w ere  n ev e r  pu b lished . T hey 
w ere m im eograp h ed  o r  rep rod uced  o th e rw ise  fo r  d istrib u tion  to health  
au th or it ies and to o th er  r esp o n sib le  peop le in a l l  p a r ts  of the w orld , and 
th ese  too a re  put of supp ly . The fa c t is  that th e re have been p r a c t ic a l ly  no 
leg a l p rob lem s in a sso c ia t io n  w ith the d istr ib ir t ion  o f lea d ed  g a so lin e  fo r 
the p a s t ten  -  n ea r ly  f i f te en  - y e a r s . T h ere fo re , th ere  has b een  no rea l 
n eed  to have th ese  rep o r ts  and,’pu b lished  a r t ic le s  rep r in ted , and m o st of 
them  a re  no lon ger  a v a ila b le  fo r  d is tr ib u tio n  o r  loan . In fa c t , X cannot 
supp ly you w ith any of the m o s t p er t in en t rep o r ts  and p u b lica tion s, a lthough 
I sh a ll b r ing  so m e of them  w ith m e and show them  to you.

In con seq u en ce of th is s itu a tion , I sh a ll have to tes t i fy  to the p rog ram  of 
exp er im en ta l w ork  on a n im a ls  w hich we ca r r ied  out to rev ea l the fo llow ing

Mr. W. P- Davenport - (2) - January 25, 1955

th ings

(1) The to x ic ity , m ode o f absorp tion , and m ode of ac t io n  in the an im a l body,



of te traeth y l lea d . It is  a tox ic  m a te r ia l, w ith cer ta in  v e ry  co n s is ten t and 
h igh ly  c h a r a c te r is t ic  e f fe c ts . :

(2) The con trastin g  to x ic ity  o f lead ed  g a so l in e / in which te traeth y l lead  is 
so h igh ly  d ilu ted - n ever  m ore  than 1 par t in  945 parts of g a so lin e  by 
volum .' in  av ia tion  g a so l in e , and n ev er  m o re  than 1 part in  1260 p a r ts  in 
au tom ob ile  g a so lin e  -  a s  e ss e n t ia l ly  to lo s e  its  tox ic  p ro p e r t ies .

The h igh d ilu tion  of the le a d  com pound in  g a so lin e  so  in te r fe r es  w ith its 
ab sorp tion  through the sk in  o r  into any t is s u e  o f the body of an an im a l, as to 
e lim in a te , fo r  a l l  p ra c t ica l p u rp o se s , its  in ju r ious e f fe c ts . H ence what 
happens, when lead ed  g a so lin e  co m es in con tact w ith the sk in  or w ith a 
m em brane such  a s  the ey e , is  p r e c is e ly  what happens when the g a so lin e 
a lon e  is  invo lved  in such  con tact. I sh a ll be ab le  to d e sc r ib e  the ex p er im en ts 
w hich p rov ided  the p roo f o f th is in s im p le  language which w ill be un derstood 
by laym en , and can show  them  how it w as that the d ec is io n  was a r r iv e d  at 
that the d istr ib u tion  and u se  of such  g a so lin e  in volved  no danger to h an d lers 
and u s e r s .

A th ird  m a tter  fo r  test im on y  is  that o f the f ie ld  i n v est ig a t io n  which we 
ca r r ied  out to d e te rm in e  in p ra c t ice , w hether the behav io r  o f m an w as the 
sa m e , in  e f fec t , as that of exp er im en ta l an im a ls  in th ese  m a t te r s . F o r 
se v e r a l y ea rs  and then a t lo n g er  in te r v a ls , we ca r ried  out ca re fu l c l in ic a l 
and lab o ra to ry  in v est ig a t io n  on som e hundreds o f the m o st exp osed  p erson n e l 
in the in d ustry  -  ga rage m ech a n ics , r e f in e ry  and f il l in g  sta tion  em p lo y ees, 
e tc . - in  an e ffo r t to d isc o v e r  any ev id en ces o f i lln e s s  o r  o f absorp tion  o f 
lead  am ong them  in con seq u en ce of th e ir  work. T h ese w ere  w ide ly  d istr ib u ted 
and ca re fu l ly  execu ted  su r v ey s , invo lv ing e la b o ra te p h y s ica l and lab o ra to ry 
exam in a t ion s. They con firm ed  co m p le te ly  the co n c lu sio n s a r r iv ed  at by 
an im a l exp er im en ta tion . .

T h is co m p le tes , in p r in c ip le , the accou n t o f the g en era l su b jec t m a tter  of 
m y test im o n y , b ased  on exp er im en ta l work and c l in ica l work c a r r ie d  out by  
m y se lf  and m y  a s s o c ia te s  in th is L ab ora to ry  under my p e rso n a l d irec t io n . 
B eca u se  o f the p o ten t ia l i t ies  o f lea d  ab so rp tion  for  cau sin g  w id esp read  harm , 
th is  s itu a tion  has b een  in v est ig a ted  m o re  c a re fu l ly and m ore  c o n s is ten t ly 
ov er  a lo n g er  p e r io d .o f t im e than any o th er  p rob lem of pub lic hea lth  w hich 
r e la te s  to a  p o ten tia l tox ic  hazard  that h as d eve lop ed  in the la s t  h a lf  a 
cen tu ry , and th e re fo re  it would be hard to con v in ce any ju ry  o f reason ab le 
p erson s that th e re  is  any v ir tu e  in the c la im  m ade in  th is  c a se .

i I t r u s t  that the con ten ts o f th is  long le t te r  w il l  g iv e  you what you req u ire  at 
; p resen t , but i f  fu r th er  q u estion s o r  n eed s a r is e , I t r u s t  you w ill le t  m e know.

V ery  tru ly  y o u rs ,

Mr. W. P. Davenport - (3) - January 25, 1955
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RAK ef - R ober t A . K ehoe, M , D.
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December 27, 1954-

Dr. K. V, Kitzmiller  
University of Cincinnati  
The Kettering Laboratory  
College of Medicine - Eden Avenue  
Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Re: I v. Mohawk Petroleum  
'2-1U82X

Dear Doctor:

Thank you very much for your letter of December 21st  
advising us that Dr. Kehoe is out of the city until Jan uary 1st.  
We have no way of telling just when this matter vili be reached  
but ve think ve probably can wait until after the firs t of the  
year for any depositions. In the meantime, however, i t would be  
extremely helpful to us if a review of the literature a nd docu­
mentary information from the files of the laboratory could  be  
briefly summarized so that we can pass it along to our a ttorneys  
for their guidance in preparing to take a deposition.  In other  
words, without a little background information as to w hat the  
literature and the documentary evidence reveals, our att orneys  
will be a little uncertain as to what questions should  be asked  
in connection with any depositions that they may ele ct to arrange.  
Perhaps you would be good enough to forward this to us at  your  
early convenience.

Yours very truly,

W. P. DAVENPORT  
Branch Claims Supt.

W P D :vs

*  y*. ¡ \  ; ì

U jU o 4<1
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December 21» 195&J.

Mr. W. P. Davenport  
Branch Claims Supt.
Pacific Employers Insurance Company
5>0f> Montgomery Street
Ban Francisco 11, California

Dear Mr* Davenport:

Dr* Robert Kehoe is out of tho city and will  
not return before January 1» 1950*

If it is necessary to proceed in this case  
before he returns, I will attempt to review the  
literature in this field, collect documentary  
information from the files of the laboratory, and  
be prepared to give a deposition accordingly«

Please advise me if this proposal will be  
satisfactory in the event that it will be necessary  
to make arrangements without further delay*

Re: vs* Mohawk Petroleum£5* JOUUUWii
72-.12ij.82X

Very truly yours,

KVK: vr K* V. Kitsmiller, M.D.

N13226.03



December 21» 19531

Mr, W, P, Davenport  
Branch Claims Svxpt.
Pacific Employers Insurance Company
5>05> Montgomex’y »street
San Francisco 11» California

Dear Mr, Davenport:

Dr. Robert Kehoe is out of the city and will  
not return before January 1» 195>5*

If it is necessary to proceed in this case  
before he returns, I will attempt to review the  
literature in this field, collect documentary  
information from the files of the laboratory, and  
be prepared to give a deposition accordingly.

Please advise me if this proposal x?ill be  
satisfactory in the event that it will be necessary  
to make arrangements without further delay.

Re vs, Mohawk Petroleum  
72~llL82X

Very truly yours,

KVX:vr K. V. ftitsmiller, M.D.

N13226.04



THE VICTOR MONTGOMERY 
UNDERWRITING

Pa c i f ic  Empl o y e r s I ä a n c e  Co mpa n y
GENERAL AGENCY, INC.  
MANAGERS

505 M O N T G O M E R Y S TREET •  SA N  FRANCISCO 1 1  « Y U K O N  6 - 2 1 8 8

December 9? 195*+

Dr. Robert A. Kehoe  
University of Cincinnati  
Cincinnati, Ohio

Re : vs. Mohawk  
11*+82X

Petroleum

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

You were very kind in replying to our communication on  
February 3, 195^» under the above caption, and the information  
contained in your letter was very helpful. Our investigation  
indicates that this case is without merit but a nominal  
settlement cannot be effected so we probably are not too  far  
away from actual trial of the case. Our attorneys advise u s 
that in properly defending the case, it will be helpful either  
to have the actual testimony of someone from your organization  
or perhaps it would suffice if we could arrange to take t he '  
deposition of someone who has reviewed all the literature on  
the subject and is qualified to express an expert opinion as  
to the effect of leaded gasoline on the eye. Assuming that  
the latter plan would be preferrable as far as you are con­
cerned, we are taking the liberty of requesting that you  
forward us some of the literature and perhaps some summarizing  
information that has resulted from your studies. You might  
also indicate from whom we should obtain a deposition to get  
an expert opinion on the points involved. We then would advise  
our attorneys as to what your Expert would testify to, and he  
would make the necessary arrangements so that a deposition  
could be taken in your city at your convenience, or at the  
convenience of the person you designate as properly qualified.

It is of course unfortunate that cases of this sort that se em 
to be completely without merit have to be defended * but as they  
do, we are sure that you will agree that it is in behalf o f the  
industry whom you are representing that a united front against  
claims without merit is the only logical answer.

0012347

N13226.05



Re vs. Mohawk Petroleum 2

Accordingly therefore, would you advise us whom we should  
arrange to take the deposition of, his preference as to time  
and place, and in brief, what he will be able to testify to.  
Following receipt of that information, we will make the necessary  
arrangements with our attorneys. If you do have any other idea s 
or suggestions, or question^ do not hesitate to advise us.

Yours very truly

W. P. Davenport  
Branch Claims Sunt

D/cm
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505 M O N T G O M E R Y STREET .  SA N  FRANCISCO 11 « Y U K O N  6 - 2 1 8 8

Robert A. Kehoe, M. D.
University of Cincinnati  
The Kettering Laboratory  
College of Medicine— Eden Avenue  
Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

Thank you very much for your prompt reply to my requ est ■ which we received  
in this office on February 8, 195A.

Your evaluation of this particular case has been extr emely helpful and you  
can rest assured that you m i l  be kept informed as to the  progress of this  
case.

Should it be necessary for you or any of your assoc iates to be involved in  
giving testimony, you will certainly be notified in ample ti me so as to clan  
accordingly and to also gather together any document ary information that  
may be needed.

Thank you for your excellent assistance in this natter.

March 11, 1954-

Re: 72-114.82 m P M L v s  Mohawk 
Petroleum Corporation

Verv t.nilv mure

/ JOHN H. DEVLIN  
; Claims Department

JHDtnsh

N13226.06



February 3, 1954

M r. John D elv in
C la im  □  D epar tm en t . .
P a c if ic  E m p loyers Insurance Com pany '
505 M on tgom ery  S tree t . > '
San F r a n c isc o  11 , C a lifo rn ia  i R e: 7 2 -11482 v . Mohawk

P e tro leu m  C orporation
D ea r  M r. D ev lin

I have exam ined  the rep o r t of D r . -Hicks a ttach ed  to  you r  le t te r  of 
January 25, con cern in g  the le g a l a c t io n  ind ica ted  ab ove, and in  m y 
opinion, such ev id en ce as he p ro v id es shou ld  be su ff ic ien t , in i t s e l f ,  to 
d isp o se  o f the c a se , u n less  one w ere  to  find  that ev id en ce  to  con tro v e r t 
i t  i s to be in troduced .

I sa y  th is  b eca u se  there^ is the s l ig h te s t  rea so n  to b e lie v e  that lead ed 
g a so lin e  would have a n y /e f fec t  in  a  c a se  of th is  sor t  than would o rd in a ry  
g a so lin e , w h ile  any g a so lin e  cou ld  be exp ected  to have no m o re  than a 
lo c a l  ir r i ta t in g  e f fec t . If w e w are d ea lin g  h e re  w ith  p e r s is te n t  s ig n s of 
i r r i ta t io n  o f th e con junctiva  of the e y e s  and e y e l id s , o r  i f  th e re  w ere  a 
con ju nctiva l o r  co rn ea l u lc e r , one m igh t c la im , w ith  som e but not v e r y 
m uch rea so n , that the o r ig in a l ir r i ta t io n  had in it i a ted  o r  con tr ibu ted 
s ig n if ica n t ly  to the. p resen t  cond it ion . The ac tu a l co m p la in ts , h ow ever , 
a re  absu rd  in th is con n ection .

If it is  n e c e s s a r y  to  do so , one o f us cou ld  te s t i fy  that the r ec o r d s  of 
com p la in ts o f i l ln e s s  and in ju ry  w hich have com e to u s o v e r  the y e a rs 
fro m  a l l  so u r c e s , in  con n ection  w ith the d istr ib t ition  and u se  of lead ed 
g a so lin e , fa i l  to show  any c a se  o f p e r s is te n t  in jury of the type com p la in ed 
o f. M any p e rso n s have had g a so lin e  in  th e ir  e y e s , and h ave su ffe red  pain 
(burning and sting ing) fo r  v a r ia b le  p e r io d s o f t im e th e r e a f te r , but in  on ly 
one o r  tw o in s ta n ces have th ere  b een  m ore  than f leet in g  d isco m fo r t . The 
excep tion s have occu r red  w hey the ind iv idua l has rubbed the eye v ig o ro u s ly 
b eca u se  of the pa in , trau m a tis in g  the co rn ea  and cau sin g  dam age w h ich 
resu lted  in  an u lc e r .  C orneal u lc e r s  fr o m  any ca u se a re  o ften  s lo w  in 
h ea lin g  and so m e t im es  th ey  le a v e  a  sca r  w hich red u ces v is io n . Such a 
c a s e , r e g a r d le ss  o f the a lleg ed  nature o f the in ju ry  in vo lved , i s  d if f icu lt  
to  d ea l w ith in  l i t ig a t io n . The p r e se n t  c a s e , in  w hich  the com p la in t h a s no 
apparen t re la t ion sh ip  to  ex te rn a l in ju ry , would se em  to depend, fo r  its 
background on so m e sy s te m ic  o r  n eu ra l type of in toxica tion . T h is, 
co n sid e r in g  the nature of the ex p o su re , se e m s  w ho lly  u n reason ab le , and 
cer ta in ly  i t  h a s no p reced en t in  p rev iou s ex p e r ien ce .
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John D elv in  - (2) -  F eb ru a ry  3, 1954M r.

You m ay w e ll b e liev e  that we have no w ish  to spend m uch t im e p ar tic ip a tin g  
in the l it ig a t io n  in 3uch a see m in g ly  absu rd  c a se  as  th is , and i f  th ere  is 
reason  to b e lie v e  that it  can be handled sa t is fa c tor i ly  w ithout our h e lp , we  
would hope to be sp a red . H ow ever , w e sh a ll be p rep ared  to  g ive  such 
a ss is ta n c e  a 3 we can, to the ex ten t that it  ap p ears to be n eeded . It has been 
one o f our jo b s, in  th is con n ection , to exam in e in to a l l  com p la in ts that have 
com e to our a tten tion  fro m  a l l  so u r ce s  in  re la t io n  to the p o ss ib le  harm fu l 
e ffe c ts  of the handling of lead ed  g a so lin e , s in c e  1926. D uring and b e fo re 
th is p er iod , we have a lso  in v est ig a ted  te tra e th y l lead  e x te n s iv e ly , and we 
have b een  resp o n sib le  fo r  the c l in ic a l  and to x ic o log ic  study o f m en  exp osed 
to t il ls  m a te r ia l in a l l  p a r ts of the in d u stry . If,  th e r e fo re , the a lleg ed 
dam age in th is c a se  is  a ttr ibu ted  to the e f fe c ts  of the m inu te quantity of 
te tra e th y l lead  invo lved , w e cou ld  g iv e  tes t im o n y  on th is sc o r e  in  a co m p re ­
h en s iv e  m anner.

I should l ik e  to be kept in fo rm ed  a s  to  the p r o g r e ss  of th is c a se , and if I o r
one of 'my a s so c ia te s  io to be invo lved  in  g iv in g  tes t im o n y , I sh a ll want 
am p le  n o tif ica tion  in ad van ce, so  a s  to be ab le to p lan  a cco rd in g ly  and a lso 
to ga th er  togeth er  the docum en tary  in fo rm ation . We have am ex ten s iv e  f i le 
of the c a s e s  of com p la in ts p rev io u s ly  r e fe r re d  to , but th ere  has been  no 
o c ca s io n  fo r  som e tim e to study th em  and to su m m a r ize  the data con ta ined 
th e re in . It has been  a num ber of y e a r s  s in ce  we have encoun tered  any 
com p la in t, c f an in ju ry  from  the o rd in a ry  hand ling of lea d ed  g a so lin e , that 
has con cern ed  i t s e l f  w ith  anything m ore  s ig n if ica n t than a con tact d e rm a t it is ,

V ery  tru ly  y o u rs ,

R obert A . K ehoe, M. D.

RAK e£
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January 25, 1954

Dr, KeHoe
Kettering Laboratory  
College of Medicine  
Eden Avenue  
Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Re: 72-11482 - Mohawk Petroleum Corp.

Dear Dr. KeHoe:

We are defending a claim on behalf of our insured, T he Mohawk  
Petroleum Corporation, wherein it is alleged by the claimant, a Mrs.d

that she has suffered an impairment to her vision as a result of  
hg"Ethyl Gasoline splashed into her face on July 7, 1953«

In the preparation of this defense, we have had Dr. Avery Hicks  
of San Francisco examine this patient relative to he r alleged injury and dis­
abilities resulting therefrom* Mr, W. A* Si evert, District Manager of the Ethyl  
Gasoline Corporation, has suggested that we turn to  you for assistance in defend­
ing our lawsuit. He thought you would probably have  some reports and statistics  
as a result of your research tending to show that E thyl Gasoline getting into the  
eyes w i n  not have a permanent deleterious effect.

We are attaching a copy of Dr. Hicks* report of exa mination of Mrs.  
to give you the details of this particular occurren ce. May we look for­

ward to hearing from you promptly as to what eviden ce you can assist us in  
procuring regarding such a situation in general#

Very)

JOHN DEVLIN,  
CLAIMS DEPARTMENT

JD:vs
Enc,

KE oU j. 4  O D ¿
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Avery  M orley  R icks , M. D.
MEUICO-DKNTAL BUILD INO 

FOUR NINETY POST STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO

January 15, 195k

Pacific Employers Insurance Company  
505 Montgomery Street  
San Francisco, California

Attn: Mr, Devlin

To Whom It May Concern:

re: Mrs,

I have completed my examination of the eyes of this p atient.

She gave a history that approximately seven months a go ethyl gasoline was  
blown into her face and eyes. She stated that she a ttempted to wash out the  
gasoline immediately with water but became hysterical  and was taken to the  
emergency hospital where the eyes and face were wash ed and grease was  
applied to her eyes and face. She called her physici an, Dr, Robert Burwick,  
and when she continued to complain of difficulties w ith her eyes, she was  
referred to Dr, Selby Mohr, who has treated her since  with drops, pills,  
and salves.

She first stated that she had never worn glasses, b ut after some question­
ing, she admitted she had obtained a pair of glasses fo r reading approxi­
mately one month before the alleged injury from a ’ 'Jewish '1 optician on  
Post Street between Kearny and Grant. She could not r emember his name and  
stated that she had not used the glasses. She compl ained of severe  
photophobia and stated that she develops pains in he r eyes and head when­
ever she is exposed to bright light or whenever she b ecomes upset or •  
excited. She stated that she had been very nervous s ince the alleged in­
jury j also, that prior to the injury she was able to read and see well for  
distance and that she found glasses unnecessary, bu t that since the injury  
she has not been able to read and glasses do not hel p her.

Examination: right eye vision less than 20/300, lef t eye vision 20/200.
There was continuous closure of the eye lids and sq uinting which gave one the  
impression that it was an intentional blepharospasm.  It was not consistent  
and became more marked when on® talked to her. She com plained of marked  
sensitivity to light but I was able to shin® the brig ht light of the oph­
thalmoscope in her eyes at times and she did not obj ect, while at other  
times she would insist that the light was so bright that she would forcibly  
close her eyes and prevent any examination of the i nterior of her eyes by  
even the small incandescent light of relatively low i nte&a^ y »  The lids,  
conjunctiva, corneas, anterior chambers, and irises  were normal. The pupils  
reacted normally to direct and consensual stimulati on. The lens and media  
were clear, and the fundi were normal. A  study of the  peripheral fields  
showed a marked, irregular constriction of the visua l field of the right  
eye and a marked, spiral constriction of the field of  the left eye. (Spiral  
constrictions of the fields of vision are usually eit her intentional or  
occur in hysterias.) Ho extraocular muscle Imbalanc e could be made out.  
Refraction showed a moderate degree of myopia in th e right eye and a

KB 0012663
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Avery  M orley  H icks . M. D.
M EDICO-DENTAL BU ILDING 

POUR NINETY POST STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO

page 2

re: Mrs

relatively low degree of myopic astigmatism in the left eye.

Opinion: I have been unable to make out any evidence  of injury to this  
patient's eyes. There is no conjunctivitis, keratit is, or other external  
evidence of disease which could possibly account for a real organic photo­
phobia, It is obvious in examining the patient that s he is making no effor to  
try and read, The best vision obtainable In the rig ht eye with a minus lens  
was 20/300 plus while the vision in the left eye could not be i mproved to  
better than 20/200 which she could read with or with out glasses. The  
patient's history that she has never worn glasses and  found glasses unnec­
essary is probably true because the right eye has abo ut the right degree of  
near-sightedness so that one would be able to read with the greatest of  
ease without lenses with this eye, while the left ey e is only very slightly  
near-sighted and would, under normal circumstances,  give an individual  
almost normal distance vision. Patients with refrac tive errors such as  
found in this case very frequently use the essentia lly emmetropic eye for  
distance vision and the myopic eye for reading, T

The patient has a very fair complexion and it is fairly  possible that Bbe is  
an albino in which there has always been some modera te reduction in vision.
But I feel definitely that she can read better than s he would admit while  
in the office, and I am sure that her visual fields are larger than she  
would admit. The visual field of the right eye show ed an eratlc, concentric  
constriction, and it was rather obvious that she was  making no effort to do  
her best. As far as the left field was concerned, it  was a typical spiral  
field, getting smaller and smaller as one continued  in a clockwise maimer  
from meridian to meridian.

This patient is extremely nervous and is undoubtedly go ing to lay the cause  
of the nervousness to the injury* This part of the case should be carefully  
investigated. However, as far as her eyes are concer ned, I feel definitely  
that she has not sustained any damage to her ocular  apparatus as a result  
of the alleged injuries.

I have never seen any damage to the eyes as a result o f gasoline, either  
plain or ethyl, being blown into them, and I feel def initely that if ethyl  
gasoline were detrimental to eyes one would see many  examples of it as the  
wide use of gasoline of the ethyl type has resulted  in this substance being  
splashed into many people's eyes. The patient compl ained bitterly of the  
fact that the gasoline which was on her skin produce d severe burning, nec­
essitating frequent applications of oil. I know from  personal experience,  
having worked in an oil refinery with gasoline, that it does not burn the  
skin to any degree. And I have, while working at the r efinery, had gasoline  
splashed in my face and eyes, and, although it does produce a mild conjunc­
tivitis, it is certainly not disabling. It is, ther efore, my feeling that  
this patient has not suffered any damage to her eyes a s a result of her
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re Mr®

alleged injury.

AMH:jh

Very truly

Avery M o ^ M y  Hicks, K.D.
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