Fobruary 4 1638,

¥r. Je Co Taylor, ) .

Attn. ¥r. Lewiss

Dear Uscar,

Today we received in the mall the enclosed copies of
correspondence covering en allsged case of lead poisoning at Var-
rier, ilabama. There are four leotters in this file of correspond-
ence- one from irs %. 0. Hines of the Birminghanm Distriet Uffice
of the Standard 0il Cospany to irs W. E. Smith, President of that
coipany, whieh i3 & report covering all information on this case
up to date. There are also two letters from Doctors giving their
statenents on the diegnosis of the sickness after they had exam~
ined the man who cleims to have been peisoned. The other 1s a let-
ter to the Standard Vil Compaeny from a lawyer presenting the case
for settlement.

I am sending you %this correspoandence in the absence
of .ir. Costellc froa the office, so0 that you will have the com-
plote details in hand should the natter be brought to your etten-
ticn from soms other source. ¥We are making no commitments nor ars
we attempting to eater inte this matter in any way other than to
keep pvosted on any developments that may take place, in which case
you will be advised 1nmed1ately.

e are sending a copy of this corréspondence to
Dr. ¥ehose If there is any action that either you or he would like
for us to take, please let us kunow and we will act immediately.

'Ve&y'truly yours;

Je Ao Ooste'{.lo,

GER/¥ L by g Lorgs %”\/

enclosures. y?/// '
CC=Dr.Xehoe with enclosures. f‘
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Birminghau, Ala. -~ 2/2/38  MCH C&E  ICH

-
SArrior, AlabDama.

The ebove named party has called at our office and stated to the writer
that he was suffering from partial paralysis £f his left arm which had been
caused, as he hed been informed by his doctors; from lead poisoning because
he had drunk water from a well on his property which had been polluted with
Crowm Gasoline, which as you know contains Tetraﬂthyl Lead Fluid.

Hdre. 7. BE. Smith, Louisville, Xy,

Tnis call was made shortly before Ckristmas and I immediately went
to VWarricy, Alabama, and with our agent W. C. Barnett made an investigstion.

I f£find that on September 29, 1936, we purchased from the Pan~American
Petroleun Corporation two we‘t hose gasoline punps and two 10 bbl, underground
tanks and leased same to L. 77. Burns at a highway stand on U.5. 31, two miles
north of “arrior. Our Warricr agent advises that on the first par‘b of Hay 1937

Jre+ Burmas called hisz atienticn %o the fact that the well which iz lcecated - if;
behind th: house and about 85 fest fron the underground taaks comalqad gaeellne. ;
Our agent czlled for a mechenic and Birmingham pump mechenic, W. I. Richey, went ‘ %
to VWarrior on May 4, 1837, snd found a lesk in the top of the tank where the return %
line enters the tank. “r. Richley states thers was no gesoline in the hols, 4

but the tantwas demp and the ground was damp at the point where the overflow
line entercd the btenk, and the tank was leaking. This fank was removed and

a new tankt installed ’ny mechanic Richley, Somecne had advised dr. Burns bto
put lims in the hols which would neubralize the ground and clsar up the wall.
<pe Richley states that a hundred pound sack of lime was putb 1*1 tha hole by
the parties menticned above and that he pvoceeded to ingtall the asw tank

and cover ssme wp. I am informed by cur Warrior, Alabsue egent that this well
was cleaned out and cleared up to such extent that the water could be ageain used.
e « 4N s the property on which thisz equipment was installed end,
of course, owns the building occupied by L. We Burns &as a filling station and
road side garage.

Hre Florence claims that the first part of July 1937 he was stricken
111 with hemorrhages which confined him to his bed for several weeks and that
he lost the use of both his amms and suffered severe pain in the awms snd
shoulders. Dr. W. B. dartin at Warrior, Alabams was called in sad I attach
hereto copy of statement from Dre Mdertin deted December 22nd. I consulted
Dre« Martin about this time in comnection with this case and he positively states
to me that in his opinion this mans condition is causedfrom lead poisening
which he attributes to the fact that ip. s told him that he has drunk
the contaminated water from this well. !ire ‘has stated that he drunk
this waber when nobody else would. Thors ars several members of his femily,
but oan his own statement he is the only one that drank the water. Dr, Martin o
stated to me that he hed sent this patient to Birminghem for further check up
and diagnosis of his cases I Attach hereto copy of statement from Dr. E. Dice
Lineberry of the Horwood Clinices Dre .Linsberry was substantiated in this statement -
by Dr, “Ward, also g member of this clinioy which for your information is very




Mre W. E. Smith
Louisville, Ky. -2

reputable. Dr. Linebsrry has further stated to the writer that he is basing his
conclusions on statements made by Mr.WMF that he drunk this contaminated
water, and fron the examination and tests thet were made in their laboratories.
Dr, Lineberry has stated to the writer that no trace of lead was found in the
bleod tract, bub ‘bases his statement of leed poisoning on the fact thet this
med has the wrist drop and partlal paralysis, which he states could be caused’
from lead poisening, :

Attach hereto copy of. lstter from attorney George Rogers dated January
28th. 1 called on attorney Rogers ionday and stated to him that we had not
completed our investigatio. He asked ms to complete this as quickly as possible
because if we could not coae to an agreement on setitlement he would like to
file suit r'amedlately so this could be tried at iay term of court. I questioned -
hinm as to what he t%ought his case was worth, but he would not give me & figure
only stating that his client had spent $300.00 on doctor's bills. Attorney
Rogers has agreed to permit us to have Mr.qaxamined by our doctors and
I would suzgést that we do this at cnce becauss cannot believe in the first
place that this man has lead poisoning because I do not believe he could
gonsistently drink webter conteminated with gasoline and since this was Crown
Gasol 'ne and ‘:",Ot Crown Ethyl Gascline the Tetrasthyl Lead contained was small
and the taniis heing liocated aourox1matel} 85 feet from the well in a shale soil,
that teyond a doubbt & good porticn of the lead contained in the gasoline world
be filtered from the gasoline by the time it reached the well. Also the fact
that this well cleared up and only occasionslly was the water such that 1t could
not be druni.

I further develcped that Xre IFlorence came to this location five or six
vears ago, that he and hi. partners were reputed to be boobleggers and consiste
enrtly cold liquor and operabed a place of this type. Our records show that we
s50ld thls cutlet in:

January 1637 415 gallons

February 750 "

March 1156 "

April 2735 "

Liey 853 "

Juns 558 "

July 458 " L
August 453 " . i

The last delivery we made to this outle: was on August 21, 1937. Liquor was
legalized in Alabema in “ay 1837. This -place islocated in Blount County Jus’c
across the Jefferson County Line. Blount County is dry, Jefferson County is

wet? I am informed thet the sheriff of Blount County, which is dry, took out
after the bootleggers when liquor was legalized in Jefferson County. You will
note how this business dropped of after Auril end I am informed thet L. W. Burms,
the opsrator, laft that section when enforcement started. could not
leave because he owned the location. I em checking further as to facts conceming
the bootleg setivities and such cases as has been brought against these parties
for prohibition law violations. It is my opinion that attorney Rogars would
adviso W to accept a §500.00 settlemnt because attorney George Rogers has
bden for e long time agent Barnett's attorney. Agent Barmett is the Ford Distri-
butor at Warrior and viecinity es well as ocur agent s Attornsy Rogers, I under-
stand, has also represented- in his~skirmishes with the law. Do not

belz.eve attorney Rogers would jeopardize him connaction with agent Barnett' be-
casse of th:.s case, . the other hand He having previously represented‘




¥p, W. Z. Smith,
bounisvikle, Xy.

ho would naturally want to make e settlement for his client.

.

It is my opinion that this is not a case to settle+« On the other hand
it will ©o a c«qtly case to defend because of the medical testimony that
will b2 ncsessary to prove that this mn's paralysis was caused by something
other than drinking this conteminated water for a short period of time. Expsrt

chemicsal testimony will be necessary to prove just what content of 1ead the
watsr wo! 1lr‘ centain under similiar circumstances and whether it would poison
a man's systen to the extent thet it would cause this man's paralysis.

I harve learned further that Mr-"‘has been a heavy drinker.
Cortainly nis stomach hemorrhage condition could heve been caused from this.

I aw stiaching hereto extra copy of Doctor's statements and this letter
should you used it for the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation, shonld it be you‘r desire
to have their doctors examline Hr. G, if yo: clect to de this. Advise as =

we would liks to male the necessary arrangenents in e.dva.ncé ith aH'omev Kszers for the i%
nacessary examineticne.

PRI L)

CC; .re Chas. T. siddleton, boulsville, Iy. '
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Dre We B. dartin
Warrior, Ala.

December 22 1937.

Mpre 4. C. Hines,
. Stendard Cil Coipeny
Birmingham, Alabana.

Jear Sir:-
On or about the first of July 1937 I was called to see

who was suffering from a profuse gastriec hsmorrhage
houlders and both arms.

4%t that time I thought hs had & gastric ulwer and treated

15 his aras contiuuwed to bscome worse and in the courss
¥s daveleved a partial paralysis in both arms with severs
pain.

About this time we cbbained & hisbory of his haviag
gasoline in his drinking water and Dr. Lihsberry of Worwood Clinie
and myself agreed on a diagnosis of lead poiscning.

31iace the oaset, his right arm has recovered but he still
has the tysical wrist drop paralysis of lead -olsoaing in left forearm,
however, the severs pald first associated with this has disappeared,

but there has been littleif any iiprovement of paralysis in left arm
in the past two or three nonths.

Sincersly yours,

T BJMartin, M.D. .

V<& apnt11494
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e was referred to me by Dr. ¥We. B. Jartina,
Jarrier, Alsbama, Sepbenber 6%th, 1637. At thlis tine he was ccacerned about
two coarditionss fivst, for thres or four ysars thare had occasionaglly
been a Lurning in the u.:er abdomen reliaved by talking soda. Alout
sugust ), 1937 he had vomitod a large aamount of blood and had passed
blood by bowel. Drs artin hed trested him for uwleer of the stomach
and the stoach condibieon had g"eat’" inoreved. Scocond, about two
days orivr %o the vomiting of the hlooed, he had begun to couplaint of
oains 11 buvh erms end for two wesks pricr to consulting me, the pain
in the loft arm had besn so bad as to reguire largs doses cof morphine.

w

Jear

Cn exeminetion he was found to heve a weakuess of the

left wrist, in medioesal terms knowa as wrist drop, with soze loss of
sensation of both arms, but more in the left. 4 complsete examination of
the tlood asd urine, gastric analysis énd x~ray examination of the

stomach was nade by us ESeptember 7, 1037.- A probah}e diagnosis of chrenis
lead pciscning was made. He returned to ses us again ¥cvemhor 25, 1937, at

which tine he was having no paln in the arms and the strength wes
returning to the rikhh erm, but he wtill hed a conlate wrist drop of the
left. At this time we obbtalned a histery of him having bsen driaking
wall water conteminated with ethyl gasoline for sbout one menth pricr
to the homorrhage from the stow&ch. The drinking of this centaminated
wator wes discontinued after he hed the hemerrhege from his stonsch.

Dr. H. 5. Ward sew this patisnt with me in my office and
agreed with my diegnosis of chroniec lead polsoning.

Very truly yours,

Dr., E. Dice Lineberry, 1.D.
LDL/m

N8209.03




Pirst ,,E“Ia‘tiozlml Benk Bldg
Biringhenm Alsbsna

January 28, 1938 .

Standard Uil Coupeny
501~ 6th svenis Scath
Zirmingham 4dlabans.
Gentlemon:

I have heen retsined by :-rv-vmc ives
a stort distance above Tarrieor, te represent him '‘n a clsim fer
damazes £;ainsht vou 28 a resilt of h's well teing polluted by
gasol na and nis suflfering lead poisconing es the result of
drinking the watsr therofrom.

If vou care to sebtle this metter without litigstion

plesse communicate with me at once.

Very truly yours,

Georpe Rogers.

gr/a

/g/ 0611326
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