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and duration and comparability of history taking proéedures for evaluating
past asbestos exposure; study of the significance of (pars-)occupational

exposure situations,

v

14, Study of the age and sex standardized incidence of malignant tumours in

the general population according to aress of 1iving-working: urban-rural,

industrialisstion in general, presence of asbestos industries, presence
of dockyards and harbours, presence of ashcstos mines and presence of

other potential asbestos emitting sources.

A general remark on the feasibility of cpidemiological studies appears to
be appropriate. The question is whether an cpidemiological approach cen be
found, that dclincates the contributory role of asbestos and other mineral
fibres to induction of nalignant tumours. wWith retrospective techniques, it
has been possible to establish past ewposure to asbestos in wmost cases of meso-
thelioma, It §s prebable that with rore couplete history taking only a‘rela:
tively smdll nunber of mesothvl}om; j-otients will) remain having no (para-)
occupationa) cxposure., How we can regerd this remeining group §s still un-
clear., A logical acsumption §s that this group centains: ’

a) " not recognized (para-)occupatiorel or rneighbcurtood exposure,

b) cascs Gue Lo true environmental cxpoture,

c) cases due to other pollutants (mineral) fibres?),

a) cascs not related to ashestos or other pollutants.

To study this, one would nced fairly large nunhers of cases, cne would also
like to compare large communities, end one wctld like to know the "rormal™ fibre
burden of the lJung. At present the number of mesotheliona ceses in, for
example, the Nether)ands may be too smal) to study an urbanjzation effect.

So, the guestion can only be solved, it seans, by waiting unt$) higher numbers

become avajilable, or by performing 8 rigidly coo:di:

S ¢d international study.
wWithin the EEC, mescthelicma registiotion scunotines 2ppeadYs to be related
to the social incurence system &end reroris cnly occupaticnally related cases,

..

which have to be financielly c.i.penreiel S:.<\:\system will underzeport the

total prevalence.
As for bronchiel cancer, the prrspectives nay be brighter. There is

stil) a clear urban-rura) gredient in most countrjes; this gradient fs cimini-

shing however, at lcast in the UK &nd in the Netherlands, €till if we could
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