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Cily Cites Peril
0f Lead Moisoning

The ity Jeatth Departmer
::;rl;:‘\ r'm\:{d that the recor
3 cares nf Irad poisoni
cluding 13 deathe, nllh'l'ﬁhl:'

tims must be considered a very
iserious  prnblem, rticularly
whent more than 80 cent of
the casex hove accurfed among
children bhetween SR and 16
months of age,” he §ald,

Yor, Gittis said morg than hall

tims chewing painted surfaces
or chipx of paint contalning a

the cases were the refult of vie-

Jast year aiready hat  bech dasncrrens amount of lead.

reached in 3960,

Dr, Eugene A, Giliis, health]-
cmnmiscianer, raid thers have
heen a tofal nf 217 cases and 41
;lmhs reported in the city xince

‘IR,

- "Any iilnese which takes the

litn_ of ane it of every five vic-

-

Jom (W
NI

Lead Poisoning

Studied Here
U. S. and City Begin
Check of Air Here

A study of the amount of fead
In {he air here and itg offeets
o poople has been siarted by
the U, S, Public Health Service
and the Cily Department of
Fuhlic Healih,

Dr, Eugene A, Gillis, henlth
ecommissioner, satd  the  Jnint
siudy will determine the amount
of lead people hieathe dally, the
passible connection with the 25
ror coni of Jead poisaning cases
in which the eatires s tmknnun
and what part the use af tetra-
ethyl lead in gasoline plays in
the pleture. °

He snid Philadelphia and Tns
Angeler were chosen fa take
pard n the ghiuly Derasze of
their well-seenmnlzed progiims
in alr pelltitkm ennirat and the
Tead puisening contral pretiam
n effect heve,

™, John J, Tianion, dipretor
of public health serviees, said
r. A, C. Brown hag bren ase
zizned hy the Federa]l ageney
tn wark with the Incol sia{[ tn
ohiaining blnod. samplingx of
persons  in different  accupa.

tinnal and residential entogories, |

The cily Inst year veparted 59
easrs of lead paisening of which
52 occorred among  childien
under five yrms of aae,

“The sotiree of the lead in
some 38 por conl of the cacen
twhich produced 12 desths was

;.;zag l;oi;oning
; |

the cause of accidental
{r:dmu enters {ts fina) s

IK;!::ICR-

survey is a- t ventuy,

of the City’s Health Deparunenr:
and the l!{. S. Public Henlth

was giaried aft
cause of 25 per cerit of th:'Ig;
poisoning deaths in the city last
-year was listed at unknown,
Blood sampling stations will

he sctupin m# start.!

Church, 8100 .
«Collax st., from 7 o 8 P M. to-
.Right and Wednesday and at the
i !!:e;{lyll:‘:c‘k Cll;ﬂc. from1to3
-P.M. and from7 ta 0P,
tday and Thursday, M. Tues-
Snmples will be taken only
‘from persons who have lived in
the area hounded hy Roosevelt
bivd., Pennypack Park, Frank.
ford av, and Grant av, for at
least five yoars, said Dr, Hanlon,

PGH Mesting Called
On Lead Poisening
S e v O

The City Depariment of Public
icalth will hold » day-dong
£33 tomnrrow on the
4 conldrg‘l of lqd pnlsa‘njng =_n.|?ng
chil Yh o
The gr{np'ésmm. 10 s el o
Philedeiphia General Hospital,
will begin at 9 A. M. and will
bring together exparts from the
fields of medicine, health, wel-
tare, industry snd various com-
muity groups.
Dr, John J. Hanlen, director
of enmmumity health gervices, -
soid ahaut G0 chitddren in the city,
suffer from lead poisoning every
vear and pn everacr of one out
of six dics. He svid nost of the
cnses occur in aieas of the city
where homes are old and the
Hintetior surfaces are cov
3} with several layers of paint.

undletermined,” said Dr, Hanl

i

. of
Health is pushing prgparation of

. the health code & #trong set of,
teeth,

B

“Cily Sets Out
To Cut Cases of

raChildren Under 2;
- Urafe Paint Blomed]

Th{ City Health Departmoent
~aeantd wn - amendment tn- the
health code to help fight the

bazard of lead poisoning. -
Four persons have died this
year from jead poisoning. Nine,

persons died last year.

The accident control division)
the Department of Public

the proposed amendjnent which
the l:lepanment hogles will give

It will be similfr to an ordi-
mance enacted seyeral years ago
. in Baltimore, wifich, according
. to Salvatore Mjano, assistant!
¢t controt di-
wvision, has effective n re-|
ducing the nughber of lead poi-
soning viclimg.

‘While fatafities this year have
been lower § than in 1951, the
number of gases reported have
been highef; 13R this year as

agninst 309 in 1961,

“it's problem,” said
Miano, “hjit without & law with
some teeth in it we're consid-| -

erably hainpered, In the ab-
sence of Jopisiation, we've been
doing th

Appeajs o awners of tene-
fnents tef remave layers of toxic
paints afid resurface the areas:
with leali-free paints have becn
neffectite, he said.

Unsafe Paint

_ Miand estimated that apprax-
fmatcly &0 per cent of the vic-
tims tived in homes with unsafe
paint, and that 78 per cont of
the deaths were g child:
one tn fwo vears old.

A compuision on the part of
eertain children to chew on win-
dow sills (medical authoritics
have a name for it=Picn} un-
desscores (he necessity of re-
moving the dangerous pajnt, of-
ten an undercoating applied dec-
ades aga and subsequently cove
ered with now paint.

That's why, Department of|
Health afficinis believe, ons
farge wedge of the city is thel
area from which most cascs are
reported.




