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WMSTITUTE OF OCCUPATIONAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTM

WONTREAL, CANADA

4
. Nevzlevter Lo. 1 of the Secientific Committee, Octodber 1366
H

Dear Henbor's of the Scientific Committee:

l

. ! ! Enclosed are the misutes of the firz: zesting
( f the Scientific Committee in Montreal, July 23 - 2%, 1S58C. .

There wwsiv ikportant news since then:

. ' ™e forusmr name ®"Asdbeastos Beaalth Research Council® ]
was eha.afee to "Institute of Occupational and Dnviranmental Mealth” and 1
applicetien was placed for its establi{shment as & legel envity, whiech

i expecteld soon to be approved by the asuthorities. Our Seientific
Commfttee is & part now cf the Institute of Oceupational and Envirorzsntal
Baalth, the other parts being the Executive Cosmittee and the Board of
Directors, and probably, a Board of Governors. The proposad activities

of the Institute will be the same as those previcusly vlanned for tha
Asbecstos Realth Ressareh -Council. C .

The Ixeecuytive Commitvtee of the Institute of
Oecu'p;;:ional and Environmental Mealth was appointed recently and is camposed
as follows:

.

. Karl ¥, Lindell, Chairaan
< {(Chairman of the Boar<d,
) ) : Canadian Johns-Manville Co., Limited)

!I.fduel J. Messel, Heaber

(President,
lake Astastos of Quebec, Limited)

- . ¥.¥W. Oughtred, Meaber
. (Exseutive Vice-President, -
Asbestos Corporation Linited)

Parker Smith, Meaber
(Vice-President,
Bell Asbestos Mines Limited)
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The Board of Directors is cosposed as
follows:
Michael J. Messel, President

J.0. By, Vice-President
:'.s.‘ Ec:za:.r.; -D'Lrelcter
K.u-) ¥. Lindell, Director
J.A. Main, Director

pr. R.J. Merrill, Director .

™i14n 4 wmewer, Director
W.¥., Oughtred, Director

Parker Saith, Director

: ~ Our Institute of Occupational and Enviroermental N
Bealth, upon application of thé JANA, became Asscciate Kazsar of the
Asbestosis Research Council of Ingland. )

B~ Institute of Occupational and Dnvironeental
Maz)*h hos moved into its mev premises in Kontreal. The address is as
follows:

tnstitute of Occupational and Environmental Bealth,

Suite 1210 - IBM Building,
‘$ Place Ville Marie,
Montreal 2, Canada.

felepicne : Area Code S1s Mo. 07823538

- ) "o Calencific Secretarv. Dr. P. Pelaar, is oow

in Hontreal working foll-time for the Scientific Committee., Bs 28
establishing his headguarters &nd archives at the above address af the
Institute in Montreal.
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Enclosed is the report on the international econgresses, On

. Discases of the Chest in Copenhagen and Occupational Health in Vienna,
bald an August and September 1966. Report was written by Dr. Paul Cartier

af Thetford Mines who attended bdoth congresses. You vwill motice that mo
assctheliomt was observed in patients with pleural plaques in Finland.

Eesuits of DOth SougTessss and gleo of the congresaes in To
will be discussed thoroughly during the next meeting of the Scientific

Comaitiece.
€incerely yours,

Preaysl V. Pelnar, M.

Ceorge W, Wright, M.D.
Chairwman 0t Secretary
encl.
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DPr. Paul Cartier,
Tnetfuid Kines, Quéd)
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.- *~- REPORT ON THE IKTERNATIONAL CONGRESSLS : -
ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST IN COPENHAGEN
AN OOCWPATTIONAL HEALTH IN VIENKA.
AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 1806. -

Bsre than 3,000 physicians frea all over the world were registered
t each of these meetings and among the hundiwd of payers presented,
4 were on Asbastosis in Copenhagen and l¢ in Vienna.

.P“I:‘Ccpenhagemws? af 2%c ¢ ;c;er: were Mt::: p::;h.ictic.

SAnYy s repeat the staiencnss made at the k £ Symposium.

It was said that any e~posure, even 2ne which lasts a few days was sufficient
te be considered as a possible causal factor of any varietes of cancer,
pulmenary, pleural, peritoneal, gestro-intestinaei and genitc-urirai;.

The case ¢f the lady wvho washed her husband's <rousers and wvho developed
pleural mesothelioma wes presented as a demonstration of this thesry.

Statistics ware presanted showing in sowe hospitals that sC to &%
of the cases with cancer of any organs were ccasidered -elatec to the
asbestos factor esither DECSEl 3€ Liiey Wels Jwamd T Rave 223¢ pereetneia,
as>estes dodies or fibers. On this general principle, if it is true

. ¢hat %0 to 508 of the general population of the cities have some asbestos

bodies in their lungs, then 80 to 50V of most cases of cancer wouid be
related to the astestss factcr an? the recognized factors such as tobacco
ar the other factors of genetic or viral pature would become less important
and less significative than the asbestos factor.

Dr. Meurman of Fin-_and presented a large saries of pleural plaqoss
which spparuntly seeas related to the number of asbastos bodies present
and to a vary l.{ght apd even questionable asbestos exposure. Oum the othar
hand, no cases ©f pleural masotbelioma have bsen datected amang the asbsstos
wRrkars ar ARGDg nummrous carss of pleurel plagues im Finland.

Dr. Irving J. Selikoff whe was the Chairwan and respomsible
for the programme of the Copenhagen Symposiun has repeated meny of the

- gtatements Bade at the last Nev York Symposiun, although in the appreciation

of many he has Deen less categoric and interested to discuss the various
~roblems. Dr. Selikoff in his remarks has given some credit to Q.A.M.A,
st the interest shown for the study of the problems pertaining to the

sbestos industry. It might be of some paramedical or practical interest
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to mention that as a Member of the International Committee on Occupational
Disesssi of the Szerican College of Chest Physiclians, I have learned that
Dr. W.GC. Bannan, the regular appointed Chairman of this Intermational
Coz=ittee, has been asked J months Defore the mmeting to give ujp the
Chajireanship and the planning of this Copenhagen Symposaum to Dr. Selikoff.
S L T L T

This rather strange decision could explain why the general

atmosphicle &f the Sspennzgen Symansiul Was gamshet sizilar to The one

in Newv York although much more [i1iendly.

In Yienna, Drs. Noro, Vigliani and Vorvald were the chairzen
¢ the 3 sclentific sessions on Asbestosis with the result that & more
ofitable ;nd liberal discussion took place. Dr, Vigliani and Dr. Vorwald
.ve made the direct statewmant thsT the sere fact that a cancer is detected
& AN asbestos vorker cannct be interpretated as & proof of a causal
relationship between those tTwo factors.

To Dr. Bohlig from Gersany who expressed the opinion that the
cases of pleural plagues can de considered as candidates to the future
dsvelopsent of pleural mesothelioma, it vas said that this bypothesis
appears to v guesticnablc bacauea in France, Finland, Ttaly, Austria,
Bulgaria and Belgium none of the cases of pleural plaques have so far
progressed to the stage of pleural mesothelioma. The same obscrvation
srevails for the sases cf pleural plaques identified in Quebec.

Pr. Lavenne, Professor at louvain University and Physiologist
At Hasbwil 1:.53i%c%2 Na2s =s4a (ke vemark that unfortunately there is
the possibility that an unjustified hysteria similar to the one wnicu
has existed some 10 to 1S years ago concerning berylliosis and byssinoeis
and which has diseppeared, may also exist fnow in the case of asbestosis
an? that a more complete scientific study may permit to obtain different
conclusions, different froa those publicited »0 largely in the recent

msedical literature.

The questicon of identification and of the msaning of the asbestos
bodies and of asbestos fibers in the lungs has bean discunsed at great
length. Some participants were of the opiniocn that the mere detection
of ssbestos bodies and of fidbers in the lungs onans astestosis or a

pathological hazerd cepabdle to become a causal facter ¢ eancer, vhile a
Dre. Yiglian{ and

large pumber of Others refuse to acce this viewpoint.

VYorwvald have taken a large part in this discussion mantioning that a

" scientific approach to the investigation of those prodlems is needed and
that a certain prudence in the conclusions drawn should prevail.

It remains regrettable that the selection of the Chairman and of
‘e Epeakers of a meeting can contribute to give such different pictures
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of the samwe disease. It is for a consideration of that kind that during
the meeting in Vienns, it was said that it would be 2 mistake that the
International Union against Cancer (Meeting in Tokyo October 1965/ taie
“a t.o axclugive control of the study of the prodlems related to asbestos
and give at the same time a too grest amphasis to the single aspect of
cancer to neglect all the other aspects. For that consideratien it wves
suggested that other qualilied orgenizations such 2e the Tnternaticnal
Asscciction on Occupational Health should glso be invited to participate

aw v

to thie aitzacuil Léen & TesCcz=.on.




