
T h e  B. F. G o o d r i c h  Co m p an y
F I R S T  I N  R U B B E R

AKRON, OHIO

Septem ber 10, 1953

Dr. R. A. Kehoe 
Ke t t e r in g Laboratory  
U n ive r sit y  o f C in cin n at i 
C in c in n at i, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

Th is i s  a r ep ly  t o  your l e t t e r  o f September 1, 1953 r e la t iv e  
t o  th e con tam inated b lood and u r in e specim en s.

Fo r tu n ate ly , from th e stan d p o in t  o f n ot  h avin g t o  re p e at  th e 
a n a ly sis o f th e th ree  in d iv id u a ls in d ica t e d , th ese people are 
no lon ger  in  our employ and, t h e r e fo r e , r ep eat  examin at ion s 
w i l l  n ot  be n ece ssar y . ..

Very t r u ly  yours

V«. ¿S. LcCormick 
Department of I n d u st r ia l  
Hygiene and Toxicology
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Se p t e m b e r  1, 1953

M r . W ill iam  E . M cC o r m ick  
D ep ar tm en t  o f I n d u st r ia l H ygien e 

an d  T o x ico lo gy  
Th e B. F .  G ood r ich  Com pan y  
A k ron , Oh io

D e a r  M r . M cC o r m ick :

I r e g r e t  v e r y  m u ch  t o  h ave  to  r e p o r t  to  you  th at  the o c c u r r e n c e  o f 
an  ac c id e n t a l  con tam in at ion  o f th e a i r  in  on e o f o ur  an a ly t ic a l  
la b o r a t o r ie s r e su l t e d  in  th e con tam in at ion  o f a  se ri e s  o f sa m p le s 
w ith  le ad  in  th e p r o c e ss o f t h e ir  p r e p a r a t io n  an d an a ly s is .  A p p ar en t ly  
th e le ak age  o f o il  f r o m  th e b e a r in gs o f th e c o m p r e sso r  o f an  a i r ­
con d it ion in g u n it  in to an  a i r  d u ct  gav e  r i se  to  th e p r e se n c e  o f fin e ly  
d iv id ed  le a d - b e a r in g  d u st , w h ich  be in g d e p o sit e d  c au se d  an  unknow n  
am ou n t  o f le ad  to be ad d ed  t o  sa m p le s th en  in  p r o c ess .  Th e t r o u b le  
w as n oted  fa i r l y  p r o m p t ly , bu t  n ot  b e fo r e  a  se r i e s  o f sa m p le s h ad  
b een  co n t am in ated . Th e r e su l t s  o f th e a n a ly se s o f th e se  sa m p le s 
a r e  qu ite u se l e ss  e xce p t  to d isc lo se  so m et h in g o f th e n a t u r e  an d  
d u r a t io n  of the d ifficu lt y  w ith in  th e La b o r  a t o r y , an d t h e r e fo r e  t h o se  
in vo lved  in  th e e p iso d e  w ill n e t  be r e p o r t e d .

I l in t  b e low  th e n am e s o f y o u r  gr ou p  of e m p lo y e e s wh ose sa m p le s 
w e r e  in vo lved , t o ge t h e r  w ith  th e t ype  o f su ch  sa m p le s, an d  r e q u e st  
t h at  you  le t  u s kn ow  y o u r  w ish e s in  th e m a t t e r  o f th e r e p lace m e n t  of 
t h e se  sa m p le s. No ch a r ge  w il l b e  m ad e  f o r  th e a n a ly sis o f eon -  
t a m in i t e d  sa m p le s, sin ce  th e fau lt  i s  o u r  ow n . I r eg r e t  the in con ven i­
en ce  to  w h ich  you  m ay  b e put b y  t h is c i r c u m st a n c e . O u r  own l o ss  in  
th e m i t t e r  i s  c o n sid e r a b le , sin ce  so m e  o f th e sa m p le s in vo lved  in  so m e  
o f o u r  e xp e r im e n t a l  w or k  can n ot  b e r e p lace d .

O n ly r a r e ly  h av e  w e e xp e r ie n ce d  d i f f ic u l t ie s o f t h is t y p e , bu t  i t  m ay  
b e u se fu l  to c a l l  a t t en t ion  to  t h is a s  on e o f th e pr o b le m s th at  at ten d  
th e con du ct  o f m ic r o c h e m ic a l  a n a ly se s o f e le m e n t s th at  a r e  so  w id e­
sp r e a d  in  n a t u r e  a s  le a d . Th e tem p o  o f o u r  w ork  w ill be r e t a r d e d  
som ew h at  b y  th e n e c e ssi t y  o f m ak in g c e r t a in  r e p a i r s an d  o f c lean in g 
ou t  th e a i r  d ist r ib u t io n  sy st e m  of th e in vo lved  an aly t ic a l  a r e a ,  bu t  we 
sh a l l  co m p le t e  th e sa m p le s on  h an d p lu s an y  d u p l icat e s t h at  m ay  be 
su p p lied  t o  u s ,  a t  th e e a r l i e s t  p o ssib le  t im e . In  or d e r  t o  sa v e  t im e  
we a r e  fo r w ar d in g to  you  th e co n t a in e r s an d  equ ip m en t  r e q u ir e d  to  
d u p l ica t e  th e sa m p le s l i s t e d  b e low :

KB" 0005629
N 7383.01



M r . W ill iam  E . M cC o r m ick  -  (2) - Se p t e m b e r  Î ,  1953

U r in e  Sam p le s

U r in e  an d  Blood  Sam p le s

V e r y  t r u ly  y o u r s,

R o b e r t  A . Keh oe, M . D.
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