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I have been somewhat concerned  by t he  a c t i v i t y  
o f  t he  G e n e r a l  Motors  Company, and t h e i r  r e l a t e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  
in  p u s h i n g  t he  use  o f  l e a d  compounds i n  g a s o l i n e  -  t he  
s o - c a l l e d  " e t h y l  g a s " .

I t  s t r i k e s  me, w i t h o u t  knowing ve ry  much abou t  
t he  s u b j e c t ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a r a t h e r  d a ng e ro us  p r o c e d u r e .  I s  
i t  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t he  l e a d  in  t he  g a s o l i n e  w i l l  come ou t  
in t he  fumes in s u c t u a  f a s h i o n  a s  t o  p ro du ce  l e a d  d u s t  in  
t he  a i r ,  and t o  r a i s e  a t  l e a s t  a p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e r i o u s  
p o i s o n i n g  in p l a c e s  l i k e  F i f t h  Avenue,  New York C i t y ,  where  
t h e  c o n g e s t i o n  o f  motor  t r a f f i c  i s  ve ry  g r e a t ?

I  t h i n k  t h i s  i s ^ t T k i n d  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  the  
S c i e n t i f i c  American ought  t o  wa t ch  o u t  f o r ,  and do some th i ng  
a b o u t  in  c a se  the  da nge r  i s  r e a l l y  s e r i o u s .  I  h e a r  i n d i r e c t l y  
f rom the  G e n e r a l  Motors  Company t h a t  the  B u re g ^ o ^  Mines h a s  
t e s t e d  t he  m a t t e r ,  and t h a t  you a r e  a b o u t  t o ' m  a ' v e r y  f a v o r ­
a b l e  r e p o r t .  I f  t h i s  i s  s o ,  could you w r i t e  me ( c o n f i d e n t i a l l y  
i f  you w i sh )  j u s t  what  t he  Bureau ha s  done ,  and what  your  
e n g i n e e r s  have co n c l u d ed ?  Of c o u r s e ,  I do n o t  want  t h i s  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  bu t  mere ly  to  h e l p  me t o  f o r m u l a t e  my own p o l i c y  
i n  t he  m a t t e r .
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