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F.D.A. ASKEDTO BAN
ASBESTOS FILTERS

R —
WASHINGTON, June 28 (UPI)
' _Two research and environ-
mental groups urged the Gov-
ernment today to ban the use
of asbestos filters. They said
the filters were allowing po-
tentially harmful particles to
|seep into fruit juices, gin and
|beers
" The Center for Science in the
public Interest and the En-
vitonmental Defense Fund said
thal studies had indicated a
possible link  beiween cancer
and asbestos in Jiquid forms.
The groups asked the Food
aud Drug Administration to ban
fillers  conlaining  asbestos,
which they said allowed as-
bestos fibers to escape into the i
material being filtered. They
also sought a Dban on tale in
the prepavation of food and
drug products on the ground
thal the mineral often hecaioe
contaminated wilh asbestos par
ticles.
© The FED.A. has bad under
review [or nearly a yedr a pro-
posal establishing a zero level
{or ashestos in talt intended for
use as a food addiiive. Tale 15
used as an adhesive material
Hfor pills, as a base for chewng
Jeum and o coating polished
rice '
The oooups’ peirtion said re-
ycont siurhies showed “pacticles
in samples of conamercially e-
paled o Httered through as-
hostos  hiliers” and other re-y
qeatchen s Touan “uhe eaint nee
‘lof aobrstos poedcles moeom-
8 mercially rebaicd beorl”
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