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Enclosed are copies of articles which appeared last week in the Vew York
Times and the Stamford, Connecticut, paper. I am sure you have s .en
similar erticles in your local papers.

At the A.T.I. Meeting on Thursday, we learned that this press release went
to 1,750 daily papers and in view of the news worthiness of the subject
matter, there is a great possibility that the majority of these papers
published the release in total or in part.

It was the consensus of the A.T.I. that articles such as this present a

very grave hazard to our Industry from both personnel standpoint and the
economic standpoint.

After considerable discussion of the pros and cons, we arrived at the
conclusion that it would be unwise to attempt any denial of these articles
inasmich as we have rather sketchy information to make such denials. It
was decided that each company would attempt to play down the Selikoff

Report and await the outcome of publicity from the conference in New York
next week.

As a result of these articles, Dr. Cralley of the Public Health Service
has prepared a paper for publication in New York next week which he told
us on Friday appeared most promisirg from the Industry standpoint. He
further stated that his data, of course, was incomplete but data collected

so far within the Asbestos Textile Industry, would tend to repute many of
the statements made in the press releases.

As an example of the implication arrived from such articles as these, we
were advised on Thursday by General Textiles in New Jersey, that they had
received three cancellations for ironingboard covers that morning as a result
of people reading these articles. I talked with Johns-Manville today and
they are being beseiged with telephone calls asking for clarification or
explanations of the articles. The Management and Medical Department have
taken the stand that the articles are without foundation and that the
findings of the study group next week as well as the Public Health Survey
novw being conducted would support the contention. In view of the foregoing,
it may be well that we reassess our position with respect to the Public
Health Survey being conducted by Dr. Cralley. I am not suggesting that we
reverse our position but upon Dr. Wells' return from New York and after
consulting with Dr. Wolfsie, we may wish to alter our position.

At the Board of Governors Meeting at the A.T.I., 1t was unanimously voted
that the A.T.I. ask Dr. Ken Smith of Johns-Manville to coordinate the
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doctors from our various companies and in this connection, it was suggested
that all of the doctors meet in New York with Dr. Smith sometime Sunday
afternoon or Sunday evening to determine the position they will uphold in
the forthcoming meetings. I am sure Dr. Wells will want to be a part of this
group.

We will keep you advised of any developments within our Industry and
particularly any positions which the A.T.I. may take on this matter.

)y . .
S. J. Peele, Jr. | AT A
pi ‘ ‘

CC: Mr. R. A. A11
Mr. R. C. Harrington
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Cancer Lm i Smdi@d

. ’ NEW.YORK {(AP) — Mcdical

Iq“ecmhsls poiated a strong;
me'w' -.suspicion today at
ashestos as a causc_not only of
11.1:::: cancer but also of another
toxtremely rare form of fatal
thuman cancer.
| This cancer, known as meso-
'1b Yicma, involves the lining - of
t'~e shdemingl md chest cavi-
jties. -
. Trom Au.oosy Studxes.
Much of the. specialists’:-evl-
idence cames frcm autopsy stud-
iics of men working with asbes-
:tos as - n insulation material.-
. They said it also is possible
that dust from products contain-
ing ashestos might be esposing
people g°nera.‘y to some risk of
'cancers. How much risk there
might be, t_hey said, they could
rot tell, .« -

xebr_-stos is usqd not only for
“insulation bue as a fleorinT ma-
jtevicl, i . awimmohita - Leak?

. e e - . .
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.shot:s and in many other appii-
lcauons Ordinary wear and
tear, they- said,) might .release
dust into the atmosphere.

Tho repert was oresented tn
the Anterican DPublic Ilezlia:
Association by Drs. Irving. J.
Selikoff and Jacob Churg.oi tie
Mount Sinai Hospital, New
York, and E, Cuyler Hammord,
Sc.D., director of statictical
research for the Amearican Can-
cer Society. Dr. lammond is
known for his stu-iies of cigar-
ette - smoking- in r*latmnsh.p fo
lung cancer.

: Wide Uswe. .

Ashestos is a mineral, mag-
nesium silicate,. z2ad about 2%
ymillion tons- of it are wsed
iworldwide each wvear, they said.
Im 1935, worl‘wide  ucaga
amounted to about 500 ton., tire
!researchers said.
| Tiny, hard mrtm'vs of .,,bcs~
P (mantneed on Pane 3 Col Q)

-

o

_jcer was found to be the cause of

. .sﬁ.~A« ~--. .«\-‘h -t

D :ffﬁmﬁageﬁ_ N

- |report said.

K |{scurco that might incite ulti-

A M L; o
SAsncsios O 115)}*-- RU

(Centinucd $rom Page One)”
tos can lod7e in the lungs during
{ miniag, procc°sxnf’ and applica-f
tion of asbostos-containing ma-
terials, or- possibly from. dust
raised threugh normel wear,
they said..
“WWe had prevlously found
{hat lung cancer and possibly
gastroint ﬂstmal cancer  were
oarkedly increased in inciderce
amorg .. ashestos msulatxon
workers.” they said, -
Now they aiso find a marked-
ly hizh ircrease among such
workors of mesothclioma, a
cancer o rare it is not classed
separatﬂly as a cause. of death
in :the intcrnational classmca-
tion of discases. i

.+ Xigh Ratlo.

reported finding 10 deaths due
{o “this form of cancer in a study
10£.397 ceaihs among MNew York
and New Jorsey huilding trades
tnion  mcembers

ally as an insulation material.
By contrast, this form of can-

death among only thres out of
more than 30,000 autopsies in a;
study of the general population|
sponsored by.. th® Amerxcan,
Cancer Society. -

their deaths, they £aid.

. “It would appear -that meso-
thelioma must be added to the
neoplastic . (cancer) risks of
asbestos inhalation and joins
lung cancer (53 out. of 207
dzaths) and probably cancer of
the stomach and colon (34 of 397
deaths) as a significant compli-
cation of such industrial expo-
s : ia the United States,” 1

+ Tflects Not lmn‘-dmte. oo
. +The cancers may not appear
until 29 to 30 years after asbes-
tos cust is inhaled er swallowed,

. Ithay s2id. Since the particles dof

net dissolvo, they may remain

in bedy tissue as-a continuous

matay cancer.
:Dr: Hammond-said one worry[
is whether a few or even a sin-|
gle past exposure might set thel
stage for concer. He said this is:
a matter ~-lling for more re-%
search S -
Takin-
eathin-
main pr.
V/OTKETS, .

-cautions to’na-voidi
~sbestos dust is a|
-n for industrial

As. a prime example, they| -

engaged in! -
using asbestos at least occasion-| -

Other studics. showed a- ‘ngh T
incidence not only of lung can-i”
_lcer -but mesothclioma among} -
persons wha had.asbestos parti-| = |
cles in.*1eoir lungs at the time off *

their| -

said
Y

]

~d' Dr. Selikoffl
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ARAREGARCINOMA
BELIEVED ON RISE:

Study of Asvestes ... .
Shows 2 High Incidence

By HAROLD M. SCHMECK Jr.
Dccuzpational cxposure to as-
besios mav 52 meking an ex-
romely rare Iorm of cancer
nuch mere common. Aceord-
ing 10 a voport yesterday to the
annual meeling of the Amerlcan
Public Health Asscaalion.

The cancer is cailed mesoihe-
ligma. It affects the inner dning
of the abcomen or of the chch;
and. in cither case, it s fataid
in the general populaticn i ag)
extremeiy rare, but studies imi
Africa, where asbestos is mincd, '
M m-.nc recent  studies of
construction workers ox:*osed to
asbe;tos dust in the New Xork
City area show it to be Iar
more common among those ex-

posed occupaiionally,

The specislists who gave theg
report expressed worry that tnc{
danger might not be cntirely
restricted to 2 limiled occupa-
tion group. but that it ight
be more genv*a' and possibly ofi
considerable importance. There!
is no direct evidence o éhu-;
stanfiale this thev =zald, bub
sonie of the availabie {indin
Rint that Uis mayv oo tac case. |

The rcpory was given by De.i
Trving J. Selikorf and Dr. Jacab;
Churg of Mount Sinai Hospitall
and Dr. E. Cuyler ¥emmond,|

The New York Tios
Dr. E. Cuyler Hammond

13)

ai popuictio
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of death. At" .1 _1. wy fonr

Teo x,“ found 33 cases, tie)
renory said. :

Reavy oxptusiire 1o arhestoa:
dtiss nzy 19 the pasi o

Leen hiniced)
with somo  bicredsed sk \)(5
lung caneor. Dr. Seliicorf ang,
3 cqid AL & news

15 anetner:

rsued the ﬂ\\C§~‘f'
:n tiye ”mted

;\\.('-I('. . OI‘ i

of deaths cl"O:“j wembers :
two New York area loeals of a-
coustruction trade unior ""n"aE"
!“.:mbvrs dealth with asbestos:
insuiation. Of & total of 2Tn
eaths occurring in this fairly:
"estricted group aver 20 yve N
LQ‘, Lo "m;-—lﬂ \\xm 1o

D.-.
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'}‘he :x.nrt c:m(—r_\ g
oxtraordinarily nigh  inciden
for a umor ;,'C-‘C!‘Kﬁ:.’ S

A.J..'A.'.) CTIN

Society o tho erfects of envive
ental f:\( 't s on hoalth ~hawe‘ H
hat amnong 31.632 doaths i the
.,'ene::'! population oty three g
vere dite to mesothelion: )
A furth wer stady of many eases
of tacsothelioma coilected over
a long vpericd by the Avaied +
Forces Institute of Paiholog vy 3
showad that one-fourth of thosy: oY
specitmens that cotld be ‘ESL“"*
had ewvidence of the presence ef
asbestos, v
The wortisane fMturc Dr.
Hammond and O Seidkolf sad, o
is the ewvidenve that asbestoss
once taiten into the body, stays-:
there. Thus even a zingle heavy 4
€XpOSUre Could Conceivably pro-i4
duce & cancer after 3 latent'd
reriod of 20 years or more, theyyy
-a.d u
This {dea. for which they said: "
thore is some cxperimenta! as:. -
weil 38 epuiemiotogicel evidence,:-
couid expand the risk from sim-:]
piy those accupationaliv axposeil.
to wvirtualiy anyonea who might:-
only occasionaiiy encounter as—:‘,‘
be\\-!q dust. 4
The ...evervxv of exposure nev-
eszary lo nroduce such a sen-:
ous effect is not Xnown, the «
two piyy ’\xcm.ns said. X
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