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been in Thetford can bear witness to the way in
inndweape. Much to our AU prine

who has ever
ohich the dust permeates the
we found jittle evidence of pulmunary ‘diwease in connection

with this occupation. The dunt in the crusher howne in abuout
3 per cent ssbestos and 9h per cent compowed of the country
ical nature a8 the

roek. The country rock ix of the name chemie
i y it in lurgely magnesium niticale but,

whercen the axbeston has a erystalline structure, the country

rook has aB ammorphous siructure.
Now, whether that has snything to do with the presence or

prows of pulmonary diwease, I don't know. Suffice it to aay
that we did not find sny warked evidenee of pulmonary disease
smong the men warking in the mills, snd there were men work-
ing there who had been there for fifternt and Lwenty years.

I was impresaed with the fact thut Thetford doea not preseat
that typical unmintakable picture that you aee in & hard rock
mining community snd whieh you ¢an’t powibly cover up,
and that is dixability awociatesd with tuberculosis. The death
rate in Thetford for tubereulonin in high, but it is no higher
than it iv in the Province of Quehec as & whole.

We made 156 X-ruy examinations in Thetford and thene
wore sil men warking on the jor. Now, just fet me uay & word
in explamation : X-ray techninjue in cenneetion with thewe dunt
dincases of the lungs has got to e very precive and you've got
te have absolutely frat-class filmn to interpret them. The pic-
tures that we were sble to get in Thetford were not first clunn,
by any means, they were just fair but, an well as wo conid tell,

we found 19 who had what you might cail an early or begin-
»ing evidence of dust Sbrosis of the lungu snd 3 were & more
mederate or & little bit more advanced ; srme 22, that is out
of the 156, showed some evidence of dunt divesne of the lungn
and these were people working there for a long time.

Now, if you ask me to explain that, 1'll tell you thet 1 can’t:
explain it. None of these men seewed to be obvimmiy short.
winded, certainly not fo the point of di-ability. 1 eonlhl find,
by talking to the Joctors iu the enmmunity, no evidence that
there wa+ any appretiable amount of tuberculosic among the
ssbestos workers. The majority of tiune men were aver thirly
years old, and nearly sif of them had worked mare than fen
yoars, some of them as high as twenty yrom.
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