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Your Ref: -

Our Ref: Asb98.35

Date: 8 December 1998
Contact: Alan Dalton
Extension: 350573507
Fernanda / Barry

Please find enclosed some more letters of support.

In the New Year, it would be nice to have some dates to work around; for demos, letters etc.
Do you have any key ones (eg trial start date)?

Co-ordinator



30th November 1998

SSHIgp Stephen S. Hughes MEP
Chairman of the Committee
on Social Affairs & Employment

Mr A.J.P. Dalton
Transport & General Workers Union Durham Constituency Office
Transport House Room 1/76, County Hall,

Pal Street Durham. DH1 5UR
o ee Tel: 0191 384 9371

Victoria Fax: 0191 384 6100
London

SW1E 5JD

Dear Alan

The Eternit (Brazil) lawsuit against Brazilian Labour Inspector and
Safety Engineer, Fernanda Giannasi - Eternit (Brazil) is a subsidy
of the French multinational, St Gobain

| have asked Michel Rocard, former Prime Minister of France and a
Member of the Committee | chair in the European Parliament to raise
this directly with the Chief Executive of St Gobain in France.

| will keep you posted on developments.

Best wishes
_ﬂ’y L‘-\a

Stephen S Hughes MEP

(dictated by Mr Hughes and

signed in his absence)
Administrative Officer:
Gillian Howe

Researcher & Political Adviser:
Cyndi Beaver, A, MA, MEd, MPhil

Office Assistant:
Alma Naisbitt

Brussels Assistant:



House of Commons
London SWIA 04A4

From: TOM COX MP

A J P Dalton

Health and Safety Co-Ordinator

T & G Central Office

Transport House ’
Palace Street

Victoria

London SWIE 5JD

18 November 1998
Dear Mr Dalton,

Thank you for the carrespondence you scat- me with n,gards to- the law auit ihai is taking
place in Brazil, and which I’ll read with interest.

As you know I have been very involved in the whole campaign in the Council of Europe
on asbestos, so the documentation you sent me will obviously be of enormous benefit to
me.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

TOM COX
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Nosso desejo seria reunir todos em uma h,sta de'confraternizagdo, porém, em face de
termos m.us de 6500 ex- colabnmdorcs ¢m nosss mala diteta, as dependéncias da-
ARCE ja ndo comportam:todos aom 0, conim'to mcassarm Optamos, conforme:
detiberado em nossa reunide de sibado dia ; e novembro de 1998, pela distribuigio:
de umna cesta de Natal para tegistrar as ﬁ,snvidadus de final de ano e para que em

pensamento possamos jintos comemorar,

Todos os ex-colaboradoges L{Ub desejarem rcwber ¢sla costa deverdio comparecer, até
o din 04 de dezembro deil998, ao cseritdrio da- Biernit et Osasco pata cadastramento.
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pessoalinents em nosso eseritdrio em O‘iclbbo ]ocalumdo na ARC E. Rua Pun]u Licio
Rizzo, 260 - Hdificio 1, Bela'\/\‘tslz““ ' * S T R
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Antonio Tuiz Aulicino
Presidente da Dirctoria
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December 4, 1998
MM. Sr(a). Dr(a). Juiz(iza) de Direto da Vara Criminal

Dear Judge:

| am writing to protest the filing of charges by Eternit S.A. against Dr. Fernanda Giannasi seeking
prosecution for defamation under the Penal Code. In this we join with the Society for Occupational and
Environmental Health, the American Public Heaith Association, the White Lung Association, and many
unions in Brazil, the United Kingdom, and other European countries.

Dr. Giannasi has done nothing more than exercise what we in the United States refer to as the
right of freedom of speech. She has rightly criticized Eternit for sending lawyers 1o trick formar employees
Into signing complex legal documents offering indefinite compensation in retumn for relsases from liability.
She has justifiably criticized the asbestos industry for publishing propaganda in medical journats of the
Third World, specifically an Argentine medical journal whose publication of Ashestos Institute literature
was publicly condemned by leading ashestos experts from around the world,

It is appalling that the company would &ry to use the criminal courts of Brazil to threaten and try to
silence Dr. Giannasi. The threat is feit throughout the Ministry of Labor where Dr. Giannasi has served for
15 years as a distinguished public servant. 1t is therefore incumbent upon the court to firmly reject this
effort to intimidate Dr. Giannasi ang other labor inspactors whose job it 18 to protect workers froms health
and safety hazards in Brazil. it is also appropriate that the court make it clear to companies such as the
French corporation of which Etemnit is a subsidiary, that Brazil will not accept the discredited technologles
banned in other countries and punish those who speak out against this injustice.

We therefore ask you to promptly dismiss all the charges against Dr. Giannasti,

Respectfully,

1
Peg Seminario
Director

Departmant of Ocoupational
Safety and Heaith
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