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Economists of all political views breathed a sigh of relief and raised a glass in celebration last 
week.
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Bipartisanship wins a 
round at the White 
House

Michael R. Strain | Bloomberg View

Economists of all political views breathed a 
sigh of relief and raised a glass in 
celebration when Kevin Hassett was 
confirmed last week as chairman of the 
Council of Economic Advisers. Hassett, until 
recently an AEI scholar, is widely respected 
— as evidenced by a June letter of support 
for his nomination signed by 44 leading 
economists from both the left and right. This
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degree of bipartisanship is all too rare in 
Washington.

Republicans can pick 
up the ball on health 
care with Medicaid

Two decades ago, America launched a new 
approach to welfare. Passed by a 
Republican Congress and signed by 
President Bill Clinton, welfare reform began 
in 1997 as a way to shift our antipoverty 
strategy away from giving low-income people 
cash and toward helping them find 
employment. This new vision came largely 
as a result of state-level experimentation. 
Unlike the 1990s, state policy is regrettably 
having no impact on Capitol Hill today.
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The next frontier in 
the War on Poverty

James Sullivan, author of a recent report on 
US consumption poverty, offers this thought: 
"Relying on the official poverty rate, many 
have concluded that we have lost the 'War 
on Poverty,' but improved measures of 
poverty show that we have actually made 
tremendous progress." This claim is true to a 
large extent. But we still can't declare victory 
so long as we believe that the goal of such 
programs is to help people escape poverty 
through earnings.

A El

Vestager: Competition 
is key to a fair society

There is some broad global agreement on 
the basic principles of competition policy: 
Firms with market power should not engage 
in conduct that mainly harms competition, for 
instance. Yesterday, European 
Commissioner for Competition Margrethe 
Vestager visited AEI to discuss the 
European Union's perspective. "Competition 
in the market is as fundamental to a fair 
society as competition of ideas is to a free 
one," says Vestager.
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MORE FROM AEI

Warren Buffett wins his $1 million bet against hedge funds

Watch: Judge Brett Kavanaugh on how William Rehnquist personified the 
modern constitutional statesman

Trump voters don't care what Steve Bannon thinks. But they might care if 
the president acts like a career politician.

Report: The US should welcome Chinese investors who obey the law

Tax brief: Repealing the personal exemption, powered by Open Source

AEI in the news: A former Democrat rises in Trump country

Ross Douthat is right: Amazon's new headquarters can revitalize 
downtrodden America

Report: A historical overview of the Second Chance Pell Pilot Program

Electrical workers in Florida are paid 2 to 3 times the normal hourly wage.
Are they price gougers or heroes?
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Listen: AEI launches 'New Skills Marketplace' podcast with a look at the

Around the web: RIP to the Soviet official who helped save the world 
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