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. . On October 15 a meeting sponsored by the Mount Sinai
School of Medicine, New York City, was held to consider health
hazards created by the rise df insulating materials in shipyards.

"The Council was invited to be represented at this meeting.
- Ms sr‘s. Harry Howard and Newt Whitman, Bethlehem Steel Corp.
.o and Mr, Austin Shean, Todd Shipyards Corp. were present on
S oehalf of the Council.
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Enclosed for your information are the minutes of this
S meetmg and a comple e lg.st of those in attendancem
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Mr. Howard has consented to represent the Council as a
member of the ad hoc group referrea to m the minutes.
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been 1nst‘tuted or wura p’anned- to determine what activities snould

o . . © The City, Umversrty of New Yo k
RIS " Octomer 15, 1970 7
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The meeting was held October 15, 1970 at Mount Sinai School.
of Medicine for the purpose bl consxacr ng health hazards created Ly
the use of 1nsu1au1ng materials durlng ship constructlon refit or
demolition; <o ascertaLn what procedures for controliling hgzards nad

.

be undertaken 00 rednce ezposares in this industry to toxmv substances;
‘and to disseminate information. A list of participants and orgariza-
tions represented is atvached.

« + Dr. Selikoff.reviewed the data on the biological effecvs of
exposure to asbestos which bave veen developed by clinical and epricemi-

ological studies of insulation and shipyard workmen. The records

“.show that, in addition t¢ asbestosis, this group exhibited significani-

-1y elevated incidences of lung cancer and mesothelioma. Aciions
should be taken promptly to correct conditions, with particular eni-

phasis on reducing peak exposures as it is considered that these are

- especially significant as a cause of injury.

. T - ' Mr, Reitze opened a discussion of environmental conditions

in bhlpyﬂrds by relatlng obscrvations made in visits to many OO»(QL*

-in Lhc Unlted States. He pointed out that removal of insuiation pro-

"ducod 1arge nmonnts of dust and that thls operation was done ky many

‘dlvforont tradoy, Slmilarly to bullding congtruction work, mixing mor-

.~tar and handsnwxn“ operations also created Lons1derab1e dust. Soue

ﬂdus reduction measures were in ube in aimost all yards but no yard

.

'fwas utilizing all procedures. Many operations were similar to those

'} observed in. the buildlﬂg cousiruction industry during surveys by the

“fleld staff of the Insulation Industry Hygiene Resaarch Program. Dr.
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quboo stated that conditions which had prevailed in Navy shipyards
were similar to those found in private facilities, An intensive con-
trol program has been instituted in the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard
*nvolv1ng substitution of materials containiag lower porcentages of
A

asbostos, use of local exhaust ventilation, control of waste handling
and use of personal protectivo cquipment. Regulations covering use
of asbegtos—contulnlng materials are being prepared and wiil be dis-

tributed to all Navy shipyards.
Dr. Nicholson aescribved the heaith protection program
wihiich is in operatioun st the Devonport Dockyara at Plymoutn, Englaad.

The main emphasis of this program is on use oif personal protective

equipment, isolation of operations, housekeeping and substitution oi

materials,

There was considerable discussion of coatrgol procedures

which have been, or could be, used, Substitution of materials contain=-

ing reduced amounts of asbestos, use of plastic bags for mixing morzar,
use of downaraft tables for hand-sawing work, prOV1sxon of respiravors
and disposable coveralls were il mentioned, It was apparent that
procedures were now available which would greatly reduce peak exposures
toldus@ and that the most complete program in operation was that of the
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. . ‘
Mr. O'Neill stated that the U.S, Department of Labor was re-
sponsible for health and safety in ship comstruction and would be drafz-
ing reguintions covoring this 1ndust§y. The repgulations will not con-

corn huch itoms as work praclices bul will establish hcalth and safely

standards,

' The question of the most produgtive -course of action was dis~
cussed by Mr., Holaday.i It appeured that sufficient knowledge was avail-

able to permit deveIOpmen of recomnendations for control procedures.
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Tkese recommendatlons would be developed by an ad hogc committes .

composed of representatives Lrom each group having an 1nterest in or

‘responsibility for ship construction, refit or demolition. EHoperfully, .

This committee would collate information and produce recommendations '
for consideration by the groups éoncerned. The Environmental Sciences
Laboratory, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, would aponsor this work as
part of the insulation industry hygicne research project. " The conw-
seg"us of the meeting was that this procedure was feasible and should

e followed.. The suggested time  for completing this task was three

. months, "at walch time another general meeting woulid be arranged.

L

" Dr. Selikoff expreSSed his appreciation to the participants

-‘and. the meeting adjourned.
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