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Rer ASBESTOS AMD “RARE CANCER™ S

(and evem using a consexvative approach) we are forced to be
skaptical of the allagation. Unless and until some moxe definitive
data appear, we cannot become too concerned about the possibility

of asbestos causing cancer.

Of course, the above is not intended to miniaize ths sericusness
of occupational diseases that are mowm to be csused by asbestos.
To prevant asbestosis in woriexs handling this material, it is
esseatial to maintain dust concemtrxations within safe levels.

T. B, BONMEY
™8 D8
cct J H.Lowry, Davenport

M.E.Gantz, Pgh,
r..I1114g, Pgh.
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ARARF GARCINOMA
BELIEVED ON RISE

Study of Asbestos Workers
Shows a High Incidence

By HAROLD M. SCHMECK Jr.
Occupational exposure to 83
bestos may be making an ex-§
N ‘tremely rare form of caucery
much more common, accord-
: ing to a repori yesterday to the]
annual mecting of the American

’ Public Health Association,
: ‘The cancer is called mesothe:
i Homa. It affects the inner Mning'
of the sbdomen or of the chest}
and, in either case, it is fatal.
In the general population it is
T extremely rare, but studies in
Africa, whers ssbestos 1s mined.
snd more recent studies of
coastruction workérs exposedto
asbestas dust in the New York
City ares show it 1o be far
more common among those €x-
posed eccupationslly.
£ The specialists who gave the
H report expressed worry that the
danger might not be entirely!
restricted to a limited occupa-
tion group, but that it _might
be mors general and possibly off
considerable importance. There
s no direct evidence to sub-
stantiate this. they szaid,. but
some of the available findings
hint that this may be the case..
The Taport wae given by D7y
Irving J. Seltkoff and Dr. Jacob,
Churg of Mount Sinal Hospital]
and Dr. E. Cuyler Hz.mond.
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A turther study of man i
of lmesothdiomz coﬂectedy c:::';
& ilong period by the Amu
Forces Institute -of il

specimens tiat could
hadcﬂdenceotmept:a:uoz
asbestos, .

there is some experimental as':

could evi
mm the risk from sim-.i:
a‘ym‘”ﬁ"ﬂaﬂv exposed .
syl e Mo TR
hﬁﬂ";‘ dust. Y encounter as-_g:'
severity of exposure -
:ls;ary to produce such a s!::;
effect is not known, the
two physicians said. .
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’ EDGEWATER WORKS PITTSBURGH OFF ICE

Ocroser 30, [96%

RE: INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE NEWSLETTER
MARINITE

ENCLOSED 15 A CLIPPING FROM THE OCTOBER |, l96h, 1SSUE of THE
NEW YORK TIMES wHICH MAY BE PERTINENT TO YOUR SEPTEMBER 25
LETTER UNDER THE ABOVE CAPTION. | HAVE CIRCULATED THIS INFORMA=-
TION TOo THE EDGEWATER [INOUSTRIAL HYcienNe COMMITTEE.

A DUST MASK 1S WORN BY EDGEWATER MACHINE SHOP EMPLOYEES WHO CUT
MARINITE. AiLso, MR. MALENCSIK INFORMS ME THAT A PORTABLE VACUUM
IS BEING PURCHASED.

Ao M. MILLER)
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cc: MR, M. E£. GANTZ - PITTSBURGH
MrR. F. H. JtL1G6 — PiTTSBURGH
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