Januaﬁy 13, 1939

Mr, Hugh Fossett

Ethyl uzport Corporation
Thames House, M111bank
London, 5. Y. 1

England

 Dear MHpr, Fossett:-

I enclose herswith a
confirmatory cony of my cable of Yanuary 11, 1939.
A word of explanastion is in ordsr,

On resding your letter of

Dacenber 30th, I casme to the conclusion that in view

of the urgency of the qucstion rslised, we could well
afford fto take the nosition that the flexidble hose

could be tried out, If it works satisfactorily, all

wlll be well., If 1t does not work satisfactorily, o
then we should be able to gatisfy the American Peiroleun
people that thls is the case and make such modification

of the equipment as is nécessary to eliminate this
difficulty. As you are fully aware, I 4o not like to

have a variety of modificatiscns of our equipment in

all parts of the world since 1t becomes practically
impogsible to keep track of them and %o insure our-

selves agalnst difficulties., On the other hand

when we are dealing with a situation that causes
mechanical difficulty and when customers suggest

methods which in the minds of our engineers are satis-
factory, we should be willing to examine thege on thelr
merdts rather than on the basis of “our - preconception.
When this can be done without. introducing confusion into
our safety program, I think we should be willing to do

In this country, I have tried to kesp exceptional

,maaeures sharply limited by making 1% a requirement that
my consent must be obtained before a departure from standard
mathods is emplayed_ I think we might well make use of the
same general procedure with respeet ta your problema for
in this way you will be able to use me as reason for the

va*dance of irregularities, unless gsituations arise which
would seem to make exceptions advisable, -

There are two problems in
oonnection with the use of flexible hose of the type
suggested which I think merit a careful study. The one,
obviously, 1s the durability of the flexible hose in
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a gomewhal greater frequency of repalr will be .
reguired than would seem advisable, The other referg
‘to the extent to whioch lead compounds will accwmilate
1n the g&tari&l of 1 xhieu the h@ae is f&b”l&aﬁ&d

plying us witﬁ u%e naces ary mauerial gheqw*ha timﬁ
cones,

AN

- If thie thing works out
properly, I gee no reason why we might not apres %o
the use of such flexible connsotion nermanently, where
they are necessary and where they are advantageous,

Bincerely yours,

RAK:ia g  Hobert L. Kehos, H.D.
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