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1 ‘s delighted to kmov that you are eoming back to tne:’ United -
“Elates early in the year. I am looking forward to seeing you

':-éfor more reasone. thap one.. Theré are & number of matters which-

E should come to & head by that time that will be of mntual—interest.:ffﬁ
~ Yhen egain 1t 1s always & great Pleasure to me to. sit dovn and .
talk with you about many things.  _¢;,,. e

- I am also g‘ad to know that Davison 1s turning out well.

With reference to his 1nqu1ry about the lnformation in "Noxious
Geses" by Henderson anc Haggard, I regret to sey that, vhile this
is &' very good book in many respects;:it is practically worthless
in any metter that has, ffhg@a ith clinlcal medicine. Nelther
Henderson or Haggard ver e/doctors, énd nelther of them had the
slightest ldea of anything.related to medical practice. Both
are to be commended as- physiologists, and Henderson, who is now
dead, vas & very &ble and 1magin&t1ve man. However, he was not
altogether to be trusted in matters involving critical suagment,
and perhaps you will remember in relation to the problem of
~tetraethyl lead, that he 'w&s & bitter-ender in oppesition. to the
use cf the product consideﬁing that the entire public was certain
to be poisoned, and that ‘this was all to be done more or less
 deliberately- by designingﬁ&ﬁ%tﬁass organizations who were willing

" ~'to.make:thelr fortunes by &ny means. Haggard,despite & number .of

excellent . intellectial qualities;is:a: somewhat nnreliable fellow,‘
vho oertainly lacka critica“jndgment.;

= -.of s unnecessary in rslation to the
paragraph referred “to, but is: ratherthe expléfstion of why i
thet either or both of these: pen was quite capable. of: vriting,
~more;or,1assfdogmaticallywa‘ bk he.:
As a'matter of fact the only:fi -
tetraethyl lead poisoning ‘That appeared in: m@&ical
”se of myaﬁlf ‘
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"which resembles ordinary lead poisoning. I have had repeated

occaslon to regret this, for actually vhat I saw that led me to

this conclusion was a comblnation of exposure to very smsll amounts -
of tetresethyl lead plus more significent emounts of decomposition
products of tetreethyl lead that had .reached the inorganic stage.

I was not avare of the chemical aspects of this problem at that
time, and therefore should not be held too much to account for what

'was s&ld. On the other hend,;.I did roint out that tetraethyl lead

poisoning, &3 seen up to that ‘time was 8 totally different syndrome

than that of ordinary lead poisoning. -Actusally I knew very much

less abont both of these oonditions than‘I do now.;v*‘

.At the present time, it canvbeTsald categoric&lly that chronic

polsoning from exposure to tetraethyl lead has never been seen.
¥hen polsoning results from the ebsorption of tetraethyl lead, even
in small quaantities over considerable periods of time, 1t is always
an acute central nervous system ilntoxicaticn. %The reference to
nutritional disturbances, paralysis of motor nerves and suscepli=-
bllity of other diseases, &g mentioned by Henderson and Haggard is

‘pure moonshine. I have tried to Imagine just vwhere this idea came

from, for I am under the impressicn that I have seen most of the
infeorration puvlished and unpublished that has been avallable on
this subject. I cannot for the life of ne account foxr the statement.

I should be gled if you would trensmit this informetion to Davison
at your convenience, telling him that there 1s no published infor-
mation on’ this sub ject.

WIth kindestureg&rds,

Sincerely yours,

Tobert A. Kehoe, M. D.
EAK ef

. Copy by Alr Hail..
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Dear Bob

I ercloss conv of a letterwfrom Dav1son in. whlch he asks
- _me to obtain your comments on a. statement which appears in a book.
e entltled ”Wox1ous ‘Gases" by anderson & Eaggard of Yéle Ublversity.

well and ‘we are most ple bed wwth work.

It is probable thatﬂI “q1l bo coming to New York sone

tim2 in Januery next and look foruqyd with much pleasure to seeing
you at that time, :

Yith. klndest regards,

Sinceredly yoyrs




"In acute 01son1ng, leadEence
viith sxmntomg of 1ncreased i

;nutrltlonal dlsturbances,n,'ra y'i ,
and 1ncredsed subce tiblllty?té sueh dlseases




