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Lear Dr. Xing:

Don Fowler has i)assed cn your letter ca the Zielhuis peper to me and
I am writing this letter as a first reaction since time is short,

It would not sppear 4o me that your data support thet of Zielhuils
since your correlation ccefficients are so low. Theae yield K2 or a
ccefficient of determination of no more than 4,41, thus only L.4L per cent
of the veriance is explained by the regression of ib on FPoU (or in the
case of FbB on Hb of 7.29 per cent). These figures are insignificant and
therefore no further menipuletion is werrented., DIr. Z2ielhuis mskes the
same point in only accepting a correlation that has en E° value of 65 per
cent or greeter. In a quick plot of date immedistely aveilable to ne
from the litersture in which individual values are given and not Just
group aversges, I find no significant correlation as vou con see from the
enclosed graph.

I am doubtful about the use of the bisector or "principal components
1line" since b is presumsbly a ceuse of a lowered hemoglobin value, dbut
the reverse is not true (over a reascnable range of velues). Thus using
both plots has little bilological meaning end is not Justified,

Common sense would suggest that the relationship between hemoglobin
and blood lead should be curvilinear with a "“no effect" level occurring

in the low blood lead renge snd en increasing effect as the blood leed
values rise.

We hope to have scme date availsble shortly on individuala that
will ensble us to test this hypothesis.

Yours sincerely,
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