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source factor. Earthline Corp.
buries PCB in the landfill n
Wilsonwville.

God gave us the good earth
to produce food and beautify
it with flowers and trees, As
it is immoral to rape a woman,
so it is immoral o rape the
good. earth with hazardous

wastes, toxic materials and dis- Vi

eases..

To rape the earth with PCB
8o that this cancer disease can
multiply,  perpetuate  and
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our farms, cattle, livestock,
potlutes our streams, springs,

cancer unhearable to face and
endure.

A
Earthline fandfill, to promul-
gate the growth and spread
of this deadly cancer divease.
Thus, the EPA is an agent
to the destruction of the en-

People will continue to die
the horrible death with cancer
so long as we continue to al-
low Monsanto to produce it and

Em—mhi to emtamina}e our

earth and water with POB.
Father Casimir F. Gierut
Bunker Kill

To the editor,
Several monthe ago my office
was informed by a wire service
reporter that the state of Iowa
had discovered a shipment of
waste oil reportedly contami-
nated with chiorinated bipbe-
nyls (PCBs)”
Apparently the materisl was
intended for use road oil
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and thus, the fowa Department ¢3Me

of Eavirouimental  Quality
(DEQ) described the situation
as a “pear disaster”. Subee-
quently lowa DEQ announced
their plans to move the mater-
{al to a secure landfill in Shei-
field, 1llinots. Within hours we

were besieged with phone calis

from irate cilizens, imerested
teporters and state: representa-
tives. Concurrent with the pub-
licity one lowa county ordered
the material moved across the
coudy line while - ancther
sought a court injunction to
prevent movement of the oil
across its border. Iowa Gov.
Robert Ray authorized Nation-
2 Guard troops to gtand guard
over the tanks while Illinois
Civil Defense units braced
themselves for arhighway ship-
ment. Meanwhile the disposal

PCBs currently head the list
of what we have come to term
as ‘“political contaminarts",
Others inciude Kepone, DDT,
C-56, Phosvel etc. As such, the
task of properly disposing of

PCB disposal wrong—it must go someplace

disciplines a3 organic chemis-

wack or become trapped in
the scrubber sludge or inciner-
ator ash.

4. At this writing there are’
only two ncinerators in the
United States equipped to bra
PCBs and both are very selec-
tive relative to the wastes they
will . Incineration of chior-
inated organics results in the
production of hydrochioric acid
mist which tends to rapidiv
destroy an incincerators refrac-
tory.

5. Incineration is a partial
solution but it is generally not,
= e for destruction of con-

8. |3
easily iafluenced

The danger may truly lie
not in intelligent management
of hazardous materisis but in
the attack on the very methods
designed to protect our society
from the ever-growing menace
of hazardous industrial waste,

To set the record straight,
please note the followng facts:-

d soils, certain sludg-
es, capacilors, transforme-s,
etc. Prooosed federal regula-
tions will also allow for con-
trolled land disposal. This is
in view of the fact that several’
ndependent - research  stod-
jes coofim that PCBs are high-
ly immobile in sod.

6. Air, water and land are
the only possible repositor:as
for mankind's waste products.
If society decides not to d'se
charge its waste lo the air
or water then it must logically
recognize the only remaining
alternative.

7. PCBs have been used in
hydraulic systems for several
decades and residual concen-
trations can be found in some
systams to this day. When
drained, this fluid enters the
waste il markel where, among
other things, it is used as sup-
plemental fuel and for oiling
roads.

Without question. theé major-
ity of ‘hazardous waste streams
generated in the United States
are disposed in some unknown
fashion. Ilinois, ¥ not the lead-
er, (S among the leading states
in the nation in controiling the
disposal of industrial residuals.
But even in this state, we can
accourt for the safe disposal
of no more than 15 per cent
of the liquid waste, sludges
and hazardous waste produced
by industry. The remainder is
surreptitiously dumped in back
lots, farm fields, sanitary sew-
ers. waterways and  ilegzal
landfills. Thus. if society will
not tolerate legal and control-
led disposal, it should be pre-
pared (o accept the uncontrol-
led - disposal that now takes
piace under cover of darkness
in evecyone's back yard,

Michael W. Rapps
Mansger. HWU
Illinos EPA
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