
February  12* 1938

Dr,. M, A. Blankenhorn 
D ire c to r  -  D ept. I n te rn a l  M edicine 
C in c in n a ti G eneral H o sp ita l 
C in c in n a t i ,  Ohio

Dear M arion :-

Thanks very  much f o r  your
l e t t e r  of February  8 th ,  w ith  which I  am in  f u l l  ag ree­
m ent. I  am always w i l l in g  to  encourage the c u r io s i ty  
o f  s tu d e n ts  and in te rn e s ,  and fo r  th a t  reason I  am 
d isposed  to  be v ery  c h a r i ta b le  toward th e i r  req u es ts  
f o r  in fo rm ation  on th e i r  p a t ie n ts ,  so long as th e re Is  
any u se fu l purpose served  e i th e r  on th e i r  b e h a lf  o r on 
b e h a lf  o f . the. p a t ie n ts .  On the o th e r  hand I  f e e l  very  
deep ly  th a t a n a ly t ic a l  work in  th is  la b o ra to ry  done a t  
the re ç u e s t  o f ; any of the  h o s p i ta l  s t a f f  invo lves an 
exchange of in fo rm a tio n . O therw ise we assume the: 
c a p a c ity  of m ere ly  te c h n ic a l workers,., I  am su re  you 
re c o g n iz e , as I  do, th a t any type o f la b o ra to ry  se rv ic e  
which becomes a v a i la b le  has a tendency to  be ap p lied  to  
a l l  types of p a t ie n ts  w ithou t reg a rd  to  c l i n i c a l  d is ­
c r im in â t!  on or r e a l  s c i e n t i f i c  c u r io s i ty .  I  have no 
w ish to encourage th is  type of work s in ce  I  reg a rd  i t  
as one of the prim© s tu p id i t ie s  of m ed ical p r a c t ic e .

With re fe re n c e  to  fu r th e r  
work on m ercury* I  may say  th a t  a t  the moment my 
a s s o c ia te ,  Mr* Gholak, has been in te re s te d  in  the de­
velopment of methods f o r  ac cu ra te  a n a ly s is  of m ercury 
in  b io lo g ic  m a te r ia l .  Tills is  in  l in e  w ith h is  work 
on v a r io u s o th e r  m eta ls by somewhat s im i la r  te c h n ica l 
m ethods. To th is  e x te n t we have n o t been averse to  
making c e r ta in  o b se rv a tio n s  on v a r io u s types o f specim ens. 
There is  now no f u r th e r  s p e c i f ic  i n te r e s t  on b u r 'p ar t  and 
u n less we subsequen tly  undertake  a sy s tem a tic  in v e st ig a t io n  
of the a b so rp tio n , d is t r ib u t io n  and e x c re t io n  of m ercury , 
th e re  is  no advantage to  us in the study  o f random sam ples. 
I  su g g e s t, th e re fo re ,  th a t  th e re  is  no p a in t  in  our study  
of specimens except to  the e x te n t  th a t  wè can be u se fu l 
to  your s t a f f  in  d ia g n o s tic  Work. I f  the d iag n o s is  is  in 
doubt, and I f  we can supp ly  u se fu l  d a ta ,  vie w i l l  be p leased  
to  do so  m erely  as In te re s te d  p a r t ie s  in  the re n d i tio n  of 
e f f e c t iv e  d ia g n o s t ic  s e rv ic e . In  a l l  such cases we would 
a p p re c ia te  very much hav ing the  p e r t in e n t  c l i n i c a l  data 
fo r our pnn im m ediate and subsequent in fo rm a tio n .
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W© are do ing some work a t
p re se n t w ith  th e  d e im a to lo g ica l se rv ic e  on a rs e n ic .
I  expec t bo go over our a n a ly t ic a l  d a ta  prom ptly and 
to  a ttem pt to  o u t l in e  the g e n e ra l d i re c t io n  which it  
would seem most u se fu l to  fo llow  in  subsequent work,

w ith re fe re n c e  to  le a d , 
b s are  in te r e s te d  in any and a l l  types o f cases in  
which th e re  is  sound c l i n i c a l  reason  fo r  su sp ec tin g 
th a t  lead  may be a fa c to r*  Our knowledge o f the normal 
f in d in g s  is  adequate fo r  our p re se n t purposes and thus 
we are no t in te re s te d  in  the study  of random samples 
from p a t ie n ts  o f a l l  ty p e s . However, in  th i3  in s ta nc e
I  have n o t "been u n w il l in g  to  a n a ly se.sam ples su p p lied
on vague c l i n i c a l  su sp ic io n s , p rov ided  the samples had 
been ob ta ined  w ith the p recau tio n s  necessary  to  avoid 
contam ination*  In  a few in s tan ces  I  have d iscouraged 
the c o l le c t io n  of samples whore my co n v ersa tio n  w ith  
the house s t a f f  in d ic a te d  th a t  no u se fu l  purpose could 
be served  th e reb y , b u t in g en e ra l I  have been q u ite 
w i l l in g  here  to  s a t i s f y  a su sp ic io n  even though in  my 
op in ion i t  seemed s c a rc e ly  j u s t i f i e d .

I  hope th is  makes a y ‘a t t i tu d e  
q u ite  c le a r  and I  a ls o  hope th a t  n e i th e r  you nor your 
co lleagues w i l l  f e e l  any h e s i ta t io n  in  c a l l in g  upon us 
when we can be of se rv ic e  to  you;*

Very t r u ly  you rs,

■ RAK: is R obert A. Eehoe, M.D*
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