February 12, 1938

Dr, 4, A. Blankenhorn

Director - Dept. Internal Medlcine
Cincinnati Gensral Hospital
Cincinnatl, Chio

Dgar Merionte

_ Thanks very much for your
letter of Februsry 8th, with which I sm in full agrees-
ments I am elways willing to encoursge the curlosity
of students aznd internes, and for that reason I am
disposed to bs vwery charitable toward thelr requests
for 1ﬁfcrmaticn on thelyr patientz, so long as there ls
sny useful purpose served either on their behalf or on
Ouha;f of the patients, On the other hand I feel ve&y
é@eplv that analytical work in this laboratory done abt .
the recuest of sny of the hospltal staff involves an
exchange of information.. Otherwise we assume the
capacity of merely techulcal worksrs, I am sure you
recornize, as I 4o, that sny type of 1aboranory service
which becomes avallable has a tendency to be applied to
all types of patients without regard to clinical dis-
rimination or real selentific curiosity. I have no
wish to encourage this type of work since I regard it
. as one of the prims stupiditles of medical practice.

- %ith reference to further
work on mercury, I may say that at ths moment ny
assoclate, Mr., Cholak, has been interested in the de-
velopment of methods for accurate analysis of mereury
in biologic materials This 15 in 1line with his work
on var ious other metals by somewhat similar bechnical..
methods. To this extent we have not been averse to
making certain observations on variocus types of speclmens.
There 1s now no further syaeific interest on oOur part. and
unless we subsegquently undertske s systematic 1nvesti gatioh
of the sbsorption, distrtbubion and excretion of wmercury,
thcrs 1s no advantage to us in the study of random samples.

I suggest, therefore, that there is no point in our study
- of spscimens except to the extent that we can be uselvl
to your staff in dlagnostle work, If the disgnosis 1s in
doubt, and if we can supply useful data, we will be pleased
to do so merely ss interested parties in the rendition of
effective diagnostie serviae. In all such cases we would

appreciate very much having the pertinent clinical data
for  our own immedlate and subsequent informatiin.
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We are doing some work at
prasent with the dermatological servics on arsenie,
I expect to go over our analytlcal data promptly and

%o attempc to eutl*ne the general direction whlch 1%
would seem most uaaful to falla@ in sub @qaent ‘work,

Vith reference to lead,
ws uare inYsrested in any and all types of cases in
which there 13 sound clinical reason for suspeatgng

thé hwuse staff 1ndicated tha
be served theremy, but in. gén
willing here to aatisfy a sn

opinion it seem@d scamcaly J_H‘N

I hope this mekes my attituds
guite clear and I also hope, that neither you nor your
colleagues will feel eny hesléation in ealling upon us
when we.can. Be of service to you.

Very Sruly yours,

‘RAK:1s | Robort Bs Kohos, WM.Ds
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