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ILICOS!S and similar diseases caused

by the inhaling of dust have created
such 3 problem for all lilinais manuface
turers. involving millions of dolars in
claims for damages in common-faw suits,
that the only remedy seems to be 1o include
such cases in the \Workmen's Compensa.
tion Act,

Several meetings of the Silicosis Come
minee and its sub-commitiee were held
during the year. At s mecting on Septem.
ber 8, it was unanimously decided tn introe
duce an amendment if possidle at & special
:;uion of the Legislature, reading as fol-

w$ |

Amend paragraph 7 of section J of the
Compensation Act by inserung therein
after the word in the second line, “vapors,”
the following : “silican dioxide dust or other
noxious or poisanous dusts,” so that said
paragraph shall read as fullows:

“In any enterprise wherein molten metal,
or explosive or injurious gases or vapors,
silicon dioxide dust or ather noxious or
poisonous dusts, or inRammable vapars or
fluids, of corrosive acids are manufactured,
used, generated, stored or conveyed in
dangerous quantities.”

New Provision

Therealter add 10 section 3 3 new yara-
graph 734 as follows:

=Any disability to or death of an eme
ployee resulting from exposure 1o sllicon
dioxide dust or other noxious or poisancus
dusts, shall constitute an accidental injury
for which compensation shall de payable
under this Aa” .

Aiter 8 brief presantation of the pure
pose of this meeting, Dr. A M. Harvey
of the Crane Company was calied vpom to
disems “Siliewis and Dust Disenses irom 3
Medical Point of View."

Silicon and similar dunt discases. Dy,
Harvey pointed out, confront Ilinsis and
every other state, A few mosths ago it
wes entimated dameie claims invilving
§30,000,100 had either deen tried or mareed,
Probably dovble that amount at the prevent
time tonfromt employers. Compensstion is
asked of industry for certsin workers whe
presumably are dinshled, but in reality 2
tribyte is being levied wpen industry by
thuse whes are getting the tribute {rom the
persas who claim to be injured. The
money is guing 10 smart doctors and
fawyers,

“Thirty years ago” maid Dr. Harvey,
“it was peedicted that a gradus) increase
of lunk diseases due to uecuparional dunt
might be expected, but no e expected the
growth of thousands of cases. It has oen
called 3 depresgion discare—~the plaintift
has nuthing to lose and may have some-
thing to gain.

“Siliensis and similar discascs are caused

by the inhalatiun of micraseupse particles’

of ntica which lndge 10 the lunns and de.
velop slowlywthe progress of he diccase
depending upon the quaitity ithaled and the
tine of cxpature.  Nymplons  appear
tiowly. with ehartness o bBreath and dife
culty u bresthunk. The apetite 18 caprcs.

ous, there is weakiness, more {requent colds,
bronchiuss, influenga and presemly tubercys
fosis foilowing sihieosts due to srritation.

“The question ultimately must be settled
on & permanent basis with 3 properly dralied
occupational disease law. A siale board
10 pass wpon silicosis sn) similar diseases
should be ippainted, wparase from the
present Industrial Commission. The (ilie
nois Industrial Commission dnes mot want
s lot of lung cases, Dus will have to be
stopped ot 1y origin 85 8 result of more
carelul methods in factories. Dissemina«
tion of dust mus be avoided.

“Few industries can enpe with this silico~
sis problem and remain financially sound,
even 1f they scttle thie cases. There should
be physical examinations ar least every
six months end if the' warkman shows
tuberculosis or healed tuberculosis, he
shoutd be put in some other occupation. |
know of twenty men who are the apparest
picture of hesith, dus x-12y exsminations
show silicon dioxide.”

Dr. Harvey recommended that thoss
presert secure the following publications fer
8 Hudy of the effect of dust upno certaln
diseases:

KReport by the Industrial Commission of
Wiseonsin, on “Effect of Dwt Upon the
Raspirstory Syqem.”

Report by the industrial Commission of
Wisconsin, giving genersl erders in ¢one
nection with dust fumes, vapors and geses.

Report by a commission appointed by
Governae Pinchat on occupetions! diseases.
issued by the Pennsylvania Industrial Corse
mission, Harrishurg.

Journal of the Amevican Jedieal Assoe
cistion for Amguat 19, 103],

Lepol dopoete
A. C. Hirth of the Owem-1ttincis Glass

Sﬁ?“’!"ﬁ“"‘ on &?I_.\m of
icosin Q!%
'llo-l caser mvalving uﬁ:m

stituted 3 racket, be sisind, bit the prabdlem
had its serbws side. \While wmany cas
were frandulag, 3n employer cuuld nat go
ntn enart with their {randulent charaewr
23 & Vasis. MMany cases were hewa e,
There might or might mn be Fadility.

For 20 years there has been knowledge
thes cevtain discases wove cauned By cere
tin types nf dust, The law comemplates
that & workman should have » safe place
n which to work, Foe twemy years there
has been mare or koo kmwiedge of dust
diseases in variaus coumtries and for 64+
teen years this country has been studyhng
the effect of dust wpon e respirasory ays.
tem.

Slr. Nirth stated 1hat the aubject of spee
cia! Ieyislation covering dust hazards had
heen consislerel in 3 number of states anl
in several staten laws relating 1w the hagard
had deen enactirl. In stetes where such
faws weee st in efleet, plaintifls tank their
claims fur damage Defiwe enmmon Lw
courts. This was exeeedingly expensive
{or entpinyers. The Pemmsrtvania Pulver.
iser cave lhad cont £MMY jor legal ex-
menses, aachniing 3 reewd of the tase. A
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verdict of $18.000 1gainst the enmprny had
sfterwards been et aside by the Court of
Appests on the ground that stn negligence
it the part of the employer had been es-
ablishied, but the expense ol the cove had
10 be brene by the employce

Mr. Hinth thought all such cases should
be tried under the Workmen'y Compema-
non Act. There was no need of 1 jury.
The evidence thould be presented to com.
missions, &5 was the practice in Canada
and Great Britainn He referred w0 123
cases dgainst one employer in St. Louii,
which had aetted $100.000 for one attneney.
If silicons eases were tried before & com.
mission, it would be possidle 10 pay the
cumpensation in monthly insualiments and
if the emplaye went hack tn work and
ahuwed an improved condition. the award
could be cut down or discontinued.

J. L. Earlywine of the fllinois Sieel
Company siated that up 1o three ar four
years ago, no employer realized the danger
from silicosis and other dust diseases.
Twenty yoars o' no foundry ever had
a case of silicosis. 1§ lawyers and dactors
were honest, moat of the fases tould e
defeated, he nid.

Silteon Dioxide

Ar. Earlywine stated he had defended
cases during the last two and one-half years
and had reached the conclusion thal silices
dioxide wis the only dangerous dost. s
thought it would be suficient w0 amend the
Ant 10 cover such cases. Every indwtrial
enployer of (Ninis was subject so such
eases and muse Be in 3 pasition ta defend
Nimsell sgainit 8 racket, Me referred o
da in which 50 per cemt of the foes
went o the awyers and stated that if an
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himself after all the court costs weve paid.

Ke relerred to an umuccessful attempt
10 secury a8 srmmdenent tn the Workmen'y
Campensation Act ot the lan session of the
(itimpis General Assemily, the failure being
Trgely dus 1o the fact that the employers
were not snitel. The present plan was ta
troduce an smumdment o the \arkmen's

it would be mecessiry tn obnain an agrees
g with erganised labur 10 the smend.
mend I8 aeder 3o have the praposal sobe
mitted in the Gavernor's tall {or 3 Special
Seusion, 304 als0 for the reason tiar 3 twee
thints wute of the Leghlature was necse
17y 10 insure the passage nf the penposed
amenvioment i & Apeesal seanion,

David R. Clarke, coumsel. taikced a8 the
of having the amendment in.
i the all for & apecia) sessrm and
propnsed thae Mr. Earlywine take the mate
fer up with representatives i labae.

W. . Crncombe of the American Man.
ganme Steel Company, stated siliensis caset
involving $20.000.000 in damages were on
the ¢nurr dockets in New York.

F. H. Elam of the American Steel Foun-
dries, stated the increaied ont of campensa-
tins cases in Penmylvania cuvering silicee
sis amounted 10 2bout 8 per cent,

Commeaweahtr Edisga Company, Chi-
cago. has Aled with the !lmaic Come
meree Commission & teries af indisieial
rate changes which should mterest many
mamfaciurers in Chicago. The com:
nanv's enntract departmiens iy prepared
1o gwe full informanen.
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