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‘,fﬁr. Paul B, FHewcomb
Deflance
Chilo

My dear Pauli-

Thanks very much for your
letter of Jamuary lat and the repory from Dr.
Yaggoner,

Unfortunately this report

and your own commenis do not give mé much help in

the matter of arriving at a dlagnoslis of lead
poigoning. Polyneuritis due to lead, at the time

it firgt appears, is an acute 4ntoxieaaicﬁg and in
iy experience it 1g alwayg accompanied s . definite
gizns of abnormal lead absorpilon, A% £hf time of
onset, in ny experience; there are always other
symptong of Aintoxicatlon and there are always blood
changes, The gbsence of these and the zbsence of

uny mention of them either on your part or by dr,
Vaggoner is, in my oplinion,; 4in and of 1tael?, =lmost
conalusive ovidence that ﬁha pondlition was not due

to lead, In any case, oneé would not be justified in
making & dlagnosis of lead intoxication without find-
ing certzin very definite evidences of abnormal lead
absorption, and I take it that neither you nor Dr,
"&gpener-fennd aupch evidence, The diagnonls of leed
polsoning would rest; therefore; on a vague and :
inGefinite’ histary of lead exposure,. Dr, Waggonerls
etatement that exposure to leaded gasoling sopmetimes
produeés lead poigoning ls untrue, so far as I. know.

On the contrary,; the tymahbf lead exposure indlcated in
thie man's history has never in my: experiencs of fifteen
years, been demonstvated to have pr@ﬁaﬁga & gingle cuse
of lead intoxication, Hereﬁvar—wa have studled this type
of exposure in termg of the lezd exoretion of a large number
of the mogt se iuusly'etpaaea £illing station “o"kmen
and garage maﬁhanics, and we have never been able to

obtsin the slightiest evidence that thers is any significant lead
absorptign assoelated with these aotivities, As a oconsequence
of thege facts At weuld not be possible for me to arrive

at the cgonclusion that this man had evep had any

significant exporure to lead compounds,unless I was




piragented with 1néub1table evidénoe that he had

abgorbed lead in some faghion from:sgome source.

In the absence of such information, I can not bring

ﬁiself‘to conclude that. le&d was a factor 1n his
lness. ‘

o Thanks very mach for your
infermatian‘ 2 hope you will live up to your ’
promige to come An and sese ma when you coums %o
Cinginnati the next time, I would like very much

t0 ghow you around znd %o show ycu seme<of the things
we are doing.

¥ith kindest personal regards,
I em s

Sinaerély yours,

naKita ' Hobert A, Rence, K.D.




