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INTERESTING TO NOTE

EVERAL uchnical historians have com

meoaicd oa the strange dearth of Inventioa
that plagued clasucal Mcditcirancan socscty.
Belore, in Fgvp. snd later ia the coklet north-
€M Breas, INVENE on row B0 MOve pormal e,
but the Greeds and Romans novwer cven came
cose 10 what mght be conudered an averagpe
of human invweruwnciL Scholars tradamaally
blame the fact that thiy wat caentally ¢ slave
socicty and that slaves doatl invent or solve
peoblems (p 72) and their mastery donl have
to becausc the lador is chcap—if not pracu-
cally froe,

Dr S Colum Gilfilan takes active hsus
with Uws belscf, and for scveal inkcrosliag cce-
sons. Fint, he says slaves are by o meam
free labor and that ancknt arisans (who
meght have done the real saveating of the time)
were for the most part Aot slaves. Second, the
lack of raw matcnials or the transpartatoa 1o
bring imber, fuch, and mctals 10 the Mediter-
rancan lands tended 10 stultfy inventson. Third,
and 10 us the most insereating, 8 what Gilillan
calls & penctic eapianation.

“From showt 150 BC. in Rome, whea

of lad, especally in thewr wine and theie
grape sirup, theu favoric sulntitute for absent sugae (save hoacy).
It was sheor pocson, the way the Romans made . I their wing thev
{2 s many as weven deflcrcnl wayr, unce they appareatly had
Litle idea of the poisonousnen of the dct. Madera medxine . . . K
that kcad in women producces sterility, nhomon.mdwnhmh.ué
children brings desth or menta! damage. A tiny done daily 1
ls safe—is enough lou:«mmuanamnccuuy This
ing could eaplam . . . the rapd and repeatcd cxterminati
Romaa armtocracy, ieovmghllmou childicas. Whea creryons
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