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Dear Dr. Kehos,

In view of the fect thet we are &t the prescut time rather busily
engaged in running a sales carpaign in this country, I am afrsid thct Mr.
Fossett hes not had as much time as he would have liked to teke up with our
friends the Shell, Standard and Anglo-Iranian, the points mentioned in your
letter of Janusry 17th, relative to the cleaning of storage tanks, He hcs,
hewever, discussed the matter with both Standard and Shell and hopes to heve
a s M.lar talk with the Anglo~Iranian in the neer future.

I an enclosing herewith co2y of the printed regulations which- we
sent out last yvear relative to the cleaning of storage tanks. These, I belisve,
are substentially simila™ to those vou are recomzending at the present time, with
the possible excepiion of 2, under which we have permltted the use of cauister
masks wiere air-line masis are not availeble,

In the case 0f the Angle-Iranian, they assured us sore. time ago thst
our reguletions ere substentially similar to their own and that they foresaw noc
difficultr in having ‘them strictly adhered to. The Jersey office here are alsc

f the seme opinion. ¥e may have rather more difficilty with the Shell since
they have a set routine for rather frequent tank cleaning and our resuletions
undoubtedly will cause them some inconvenience and sdditional expense.

I do not believe it would be at all wise to send ocut the questionai e
enclosed with your letter since by doing so we might create the impression the
the rezunlations we have issued are not final and definite. The cuesiioneire
asks whether some of our regulations ere being cerried out, end this I feel is
not & good rrinciple since I believe we must at least assume that the regulations
are being cerried out and check this by personal visits to the plants.

It seems %o me thet we cowld collect the information thet is celled
for in the questioneire throcugh the visits of our representetives to the various
mixine plznts in our territorv. This is, I believe, alsn vour i ea,
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I think it quite possible that we may be far tunate enough to avoid
some o the difficulties over tank cleening that have been experienced in the Statesg
since to the best of my knowledge the majority of the o0il compenies over here are
very strict sgbout supervising this operation and ensuring that their workmen edhere
strietly to the regulations which they themselves have issued for the cleaning of
tanks (regardless of whether lead haes teen used). I realise full well tha%t this
belief in itself is not sufficient for our purpose and thet it is necessary to
develop the matter further. Ve have, however, for the past year during the course
of our routine inspections, impressed on the managers of each plant the necessity

obsgerving strictly the regulations issued by us for tank cleaning and will
ccntinue to follow this practice on future visits and also attempt to check whether
irregulerities have occurred, although this, as you will realise, is a somewhat
icult matter.
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For this country we have instituted & prectice which T think is &
fairly sound one) namely we have had made & number of metal plates bearing the words

YETHIYL PETROL
Observe special cleaning regulations.”

and the oil companies have fixed these plates to their tanks which have been used
for blending or storing leaded gzsoline.

¥le might develop this system for other cruntries but I em a litt

dubious about one or two of them. For instance, the labcur situstion in Frence todsy
is such thet a notice of this sort on storage tanks would be baken by the workmen &s

a good excuse Tor demending a higher rate of pay for tank cleaning. They have
‘already demanded and otbtained a higher rate of pay for blending, using our regule=-
tione as proof of the danger involved to the workmen concerned. They have £lso
demanded additional pay for the handling end moving of drums of Fluid. It is
necessary therefore that we be rether careful how we approach this matter of fank
cleaning in ¥rance.

Since you are coming over here on a visit ir the Spring I would like 1o
surgest that before taking eny further action in this matter we aweit your errive
end then discuss this whole question in detail and egree a course of procedure tc be
adopted.

T am very much looking forward to your visit, since, guite apart from
the pleasure of seeing you again, there are a number of voints we should like to
have the opportunity of discussing with you. Dodds is particularly anxious tc kn
when you propose coming over end perhaps vou would be kind enough to let us know
at your esrly convenience, so that we can tell him befcre he leaves for Australie

) on the 16th March.

With kind regards,

¥r. Champlin.
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