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Enclosed is a news article from The Telegraoh (Nashua, New Hampshire), of
Friday, May 28, 1982, recently brought to Staff's attention by Wyatt MeCallie (”\Tanvﬂle
Corporation). Smce the article carries an Associated Press (AP) byline from Hartford,
Connecticut, Staff concludes it resulted from the May 13 and 17, 1982 conversations
described in the above reference.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.
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HARTFORD, Cono. (AP) — Every
fow weeks, Sharon Lyach drivestoa
natural spring fn Bristol to sinek up o8
water, Feariagihatmicrescople ssbes-
toslibers threateaheramily with cane
ctr, she won't use tap waler for drinks
Ing or cooking.

10 the whole thing and say [ just don't
want to drink water thal might have

would justprafsr=sitahaveanylamy
kids™

She i chatrwoman of Citlzens for
Clean Water, 8 group of Farmington
resldents whose waler supply sysiem
uses  asdestosreinforced  concrete
pipe, commoanly called asbesios
cement pipe.

Since 1979, shehasbeennegotiating
with the water comnpany ia Farmings
ton'a Usnloaviliesectionovertheashese
tos lssue, which arcse when federat
- testing showeq high levels of the sube
stasce la the water supply. Asbesios
levels are down, dbul Mrs. Lynch's
group sm! wants the plpe replaced.

Daly afewof the approximately 300
familics on the water system have
avolded drinking the tap water slace
then, she safd. But Mrs, Lynch perfed!s
cally makesthe round trip of about £3
miies 10 the spring to get water for
serself, herhusdbandangthelrtwochile
dren,

Connecticut authorities are aboutto
fmplement & much-disputed regula.
tion requiring water utitities {o monle
torieplpeslorsipnsof contamination
that might pase » cancer sisk,

Butthe plpsindustry and some med.
fcatexpertsquestiontheneed formon-
ftoring and criticlze the state’s 20«
month-old legistative ban agalnst lae
stalling any more of the controversial
plpe. Pipe manufacturers are pressing
acourtchallengetothe ban,sayjngthe
plpetssufe, ) .

Connecticut s the onty state 1o tan
the lightwelzht pipe, which uses asbes.
103 as reinforcement and has become
popular becauss It Is casler to install
thaa moch betvier ron pipa, Adoug
900 milesof the controversial plpeare
buried {a the ground Ian phout 38 of
Connectleut's 169 communities, e
cordingtostataofficlals. An estimated
575,000 of the state’s 3.2 miillon reste
dents get thelr water from supply sys-

tems usiog asdestos cement pipe,

The ban was {mposed after federat
officials in 1978 2ad 1979 found high
evels of asbestos fiders In the water

yst of 51z C cticut towns ee
Farmington'sUslonvillesaction, Simse
bury, Newtown, Middiebury, Stratford
and Sprague = aad detected soraeay
bestes {a 17 other water systems,

No one koows 1 any Connecticut
water supplles still have high psSestos
levels because the complicated feder
at Eavironmental Protection Ageacy
monitoring program was not fotended
to be permanent. It was designed to
find out if & problem existed with a3

bestos ce_men& Plpedissolving and has

- <Ipavetopoonakindolgutreaction

asbesfos 1 IL™ sald Mrs. Lynch I

- Asbestos cement pgzesi
trigger controversy -

fed to current research Iato ways to
prevent corrasive water from eatlag
swayutihspipe.

*Wohaven't done any sdditivoaires
seapeh recently,” sald Ray Jaremy)
chiefolthe watersupply divisionatths

. gate Health Services Department,

*Tha testing Is very expensive angd
ety ime consuming. We really don't
have the ability o do (L he said,

‘Thestatemonltoring tegutation, ifit
becomes final s expected to Increass
customers® bllls as waler compantes
seek o recover thelr testing costs,

Water companies would pot be re-
quiredtoconductthelypeoftestingtne
EPA performed four years ago to dis-
cover tiny asdestos pasticles, They
would have to check walerbelore and
after 1t flowed through the pipes lor
{ndications thal concrely contalning
asdesios was dlssotving.

~This {s reasonadly inexpeasive
monitoring™ sald Dantet Milistone, 8
tawyer with the Coosecticut Fund for
the Environment, a vigarousbackerof
e baa and the proposed monitoring

program.,

The results of seleatific research on
fhepotential effect onhuman healthof
esbestos fiders ja drinking water are
far from conclusive, . ..

*] thinx it's Insignificant .. 1 don't
bellevetrat'sarealislic risk, Inlight of
ali the other risks that we have to con-
template,” sald Dr. 5. Wister Melgs, &
cancerexpertat Yale University's Epl
demiology and Public Health Depart.
ment la New Haven, .

*Wa'rebelngbombarded withcarclk
nogens (cancer-causiag agents) dally,
and the body has {ts own defeases. it's
not practical {o ban all substances,”
Meigssald,

While breathing asdestes fivers is-

.widely belleved by scientiststo be a
cause of caneer, research oa the el
fectsof the libers la the digestive sys-

~ tee fa fnconclusive,

Meigspolatstoa study fn the Seattie
areathatfoundnodiflerenceincancer
rates between places with high asbese
tes levels In drinking water and thesa
wilh no asbestos In Lie water.,

However, Karty S, Kansrek, a Unle
versity of Wisconsla professor, des
tendsa threeyearstudy he condueted
in the Sna Franclseo ares, which
reached an oppesiie conclusion. belgs
criticized ths way the San Francisco
study was conducted and sald animal
rescarch supports the clalm that i
gesting tiny amounts of asbestas s aot
dangetous,

Kanarek coacluded that, after rul.
1ng out olher possibilities, resideats of

commualiles with high nsdestoslevels .

{a drioking waler bad higher rates of
cancet than neardy placeswithoutthe
asbestos prodlem,

Ho believes more research {s need-
ed, butsupportsConnecticut’s cautions
approachtolhs lssme.

*Toere Is Just thls cae study,” Ka.
narek said {n & telephone Interview,
“Attals point, we're fust not sure, Cone
necticut ks just belog prudeot™ -
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Not From the Tap
Shuontymh.ma!thekad«solcFarmington.Cw:.gfaupprolenh\ngmna

waler fited theough ash pipes, pours a drink for her son Chiisto
phet, 11, as aughter Chandra, 7, watches. Mrs. Lynch travels 15 mites every few
weeks 10 gel “pure” water from & spring in Bristol. Conn.
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