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" This material can be given directly to insurancs coopanies

" Under 2(A) in your memo you ask abone-fuu docnnlnq incxgem .; .

' ‘Answers of this type would be mere speculation and as such -5

W. R. Curtner, 3-17 June 4, 13980

raul gotin, ®.D., 1-06 - _ N

MEDICAL INFORMATION FQR I1sSURANCE mmx.

Thare are two elements to your request for information that
can be used to cOAVinoe ARSUKANCE Cia.iSss tnel Tl SIiestos :
risk is insurable. Ons element is the cvilencs that Lilicates o e
that asbestos-related dissases sxe on the decline, and this

part is discussed in the enclosed docyment which exar!nes : —
ashestos-related diseases in general and the biological
principles governing them and reviews the medical literature -
on disease incidence and morbidity and sortality trends.
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:moi. it a8 basaic to understanding asbestos-related health
ris

The second llu.nt concecns data from Johns-Manville's work
experience and the reletiomship of these data to workers' -
sation and gbud-m cases. This part is the more
difficult of the two, and although you have been very specific
in the questions you have raised in your memo of May 5, -
1980, many of thes csanoct be . answered as precissly as you
wish. Consequently I wiil respond to your quastions in ehta« 7
nm.ndywcmth.ntmrcumu!omuonnmm -
ne 4n your diocuuom with iasurers. Y

of asbestos-related dissase. BExplanatien of this and the (o=
basis for the statement is {ncluded is the separate mnt. P
HQwever, you also gsk that the statement be quant!fied. *:

fraught with dangers. In the nodical area the begt we 'can
Juo is speak in trends. -

related to the number of cm. thag are m«ucnxy mqaoud
as being asbestos-associated.”™ There is no such direct
relationship for a number of reasons. First, the approach
in third-party litigation appears to be that of class action.
In other words, cases mAy represent several people or large
numbers of people who were employed ét the same place; yet ¥
not all these individuals in the suit will have- asbestos- o
related disease. ‘A related factor is the clearly documented
willingness on the part of.some insursance carriers to ssttle
such cases for lesser monies than might be at stake should a
case involving a disputed diagnosis proceed to trial. The ~
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ui‘ R. Curtnes o -2- June ¢, 1960

recent md.l.ct in Los Angeles whers a - awarded a puut“!
with nonasbestos-related digease a 1.2 million dollar settle~
< magt can u.L; qoa-nu s whole new vave of spn:x...s claims,

m ehon i 1 cmul tnnd wvu-d suing for diseases
which may. be asbestos-related but tor the mOSt -Part azs noc
becsuse they have & multiple eticloyy, msanimg there are a
number of factoxs that can cause thess diseases. Thie does
Bot epply to asdestoeis por entirely to mesgthelioms, But it .
: 4a0ee app luummdemn ,lupe diseasss swch-as
AN enghypens - Sroachigis.: * Thers are many common causes for
P - - gastrointessinal cancep ps well. If adbestos sxposure Gose
LTy : puy azole in qnu-oa ul cencar, 1074y Pinlmell

- Third, .iﬂbuof’ouu mt.umdcmm,
K (pleural thick I.M leural plaquet). These stigmata are @ - 7=

.. merely signs o vidual’s having Bees exposed o T
- . . asbestos; th-ymnot uguotm.u. s

’ } h mmn-motmlmuuumdonot ULy rothct
b ub.nm-nlatqd dlmn, g?lo Oon not necesserily meen

- of excessive exposures to & «; The e o
through the Natiocnal Cancer Iastitute, his undertakea sn. . -
2 "~ extensive educstional cempaign duripg the past two to =
E - " .{nfoxrm béth workers who afty have WtouW;u
‘the pust and physicians shout possible health sffects. 'Thusi
. whlie medical knowledge abput ambestos hazards evolved’ :
e " slowly, the iocusulated knowladge has been dlissemingted-
rapidly duriag the past five years. As a result, wo axe
seeing some evidance that ubut:»—nhtod disease —y b‘
ovo:dtw at this u- .

,!ou-cmu s about “a docm umnmzog Mhi:v_‘m
: to utouhn.uotunrmhummnpn
- either that there has been a reduction in the number of.. .
people working with asbestos or a reduction in exposure. - -
levels. 1 have no figures O even estimates of the m :
asbestos workforce, but I ocan Semonstyate a reduction in -
exposure levels at asbestoe-us operations,: ,!uqlndodh ;
- the enclosed paper on asbastes, g 3 lnlgz:'ul
cata from representative val e facili ﬁ’ttﬂ,
the period 1969 to 1979, which wry definitely show I-N's .. : .
progress in reducing levely df airborae fider ik our 912“
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and that wa ara well undes:s "’Wtw stapdssd ©

: - These reduotiods
occurred not only in Johas~fan & but throughout the TR
asbestos industry. The studies o! Turner-Newall fagilities. Q
in England, referred to in the paper, also d.onouau m
reductions in oxpo-u.n uvolo. 5
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¥. R. Curtner

June 4, 13EQ

The rest ~f the htomuon yOu seek in itex ?(B) cannot be
- ;u.pp.l ted: It La muu:h to provide estimgtes along sech

In uc, you. o.sk M tho p:o‘}mlont or estimates of future

*  esbestis -ral.%sd Qisspre. Figuram of future disease basad .
‘ on the xmxmmw report om aocupational cancer sre - R
antirely rtables. This is discussed in the enclosed z

paper, and coples of J-M's subniseions to OSHA on the
estimatse are includzd, The 4a%3-in our response to OSHA
show that-enly a small percentdys of future disease cases
can be related to asbesstos expogure. The estimstes by tiL2 .
Federal Government have aleo besm disputed by lcadinq . A
epidemiologists and cano@r reseekche.s, == wa. i- -n I3 T
the editorial from Lancet and the lstisz > €ir Pi~harA Dell <0
vhich are in the separete document. ' ,

Pertinent to any diescussion of future setimates is tne ract "
that the population exposed in the past to heroic coucentrations
of asbestos fiber {s progressively aging, and many have
. already died. TYhe aging of the exposed popula*-ion, tnough -
is a confounding factor in another way, inarmuch as dliscese
categories such as cancer inorease s & population ages, and
4t is virtually certain that far asbsstos workers. thers will . =
be an irresistibla t.andcncy to a.crun taeu cancers o .
asbestos oxpo.uro. oo L
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In answer to your gquestion vtnthor *the claims bohg :mivod
today ars due toO sarlier exposurss at such hesavier doses,” -
the overall experience &t J-N'S newer plants certaialy '
tndicatss a reductiom in mu‘d. These were still some. .
dustyijobs in these logatioms, though, and in tha eaxly &n -,
of thess operations, exposure BAy have been sufficisat to
produce sporadic cases of asbestos-related diseasse. .When
compared witk the sxperience of oOther J-¥ plants mluug o
in th#'1930's end 1940's, however, the attack rate is

e - - reduced My ‘eriterion. informatiocn in tits ares
Al " will be available the end of July or early amt‘\rm Dt. :
by T Gould R. Chase completes his uthttenl atuh'

I trust this material will be nutu %o yaou.’ ‘!on ’y um
3 to discuss certain aspects with me Ln more detafl. nbm
call if you have any questions.
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