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Production halieu
of chemical PCB

ST. LOUIS (AP) — The pub-
lic’s fear of rising levels of
poiychlorinated biphenyl (PCB)
in the nation’s water has led
the Monsanto Industrial Chem-
icals Co. to halt production of
the chemical. .

Monsanto, the only maker of
PCB diejectric fluids in the
US. said Tuesday that it
planned to withdraw completely
from the market by Oct. 31 of
nex! year.

PCB, widely seen as an ideal

fire-resistant dielectric fivid for
transformers and capcitors, has
also been found to resist biode-
gradation, causing it (o ac-
cumulate in the lissues of ani-
mals and fish,
+ “Unfortunately, the very
qualities that have made PCBs
ideal and even mandatory for
these essential uses were also
found in the 19708 L be proper-
ties causing them to persist and
accumulate in the environ-
ment,"” said Earle H. Harbison
Jr., general manager of Mon-
santo’s specialty chemicals di-
vision.

The company had earlier quit
making PCBs for use in car-
boniess copy paper, fire resist.
ant hydraulic fluids, heat trans-
fer fluids and plasticizers.

Government tests for a three-
year period discovered (hat the
levels of PCB in major waler
basins were not increasing and,
in some cases, were aclually
decreasing Harbison said.

“Despite these poitive e

sulls,”” Harbinson said, ‘it b

came apparent that the per

sistent nature of hese com-
pounds was being perceived by
society as a greater risk than
that presented by using less
fire resistant fluid in electrical
apparatus. “It was ai this point
that Monsants made the deci-

sion Lo eventually phase out’

PCB production {or even these
sealed dielectric uses.”

The extension of the closing
date until late next year was
done (o give equipment manw-
{acturers time to conver to oth-
er materials.

Other fluids offer the dielect-
ric properties, Harbison said,
but all those currently avail-
able have fess resistance o
fire.

Tests have been conducted on
PCBs to determine if they can
cause cancer, Harbison said,
but studies so far have showed
no indication of that.

One of the obstacles to halt-
ing PCB equipment. Harbison
said, was that fire, insurance,
building and electrical codes
and regulations in many parts
of the country have tradition-
ally required their use in bigh
density population applications
where violent failure of a de-
vice conlaining a flammabie
Nuid could resull in a fire or
explosion bf catastrophic pro-

ons.
PCB-filled capacitors not
fail infrequently, but also (a
safely, be zaid. .
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