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' AA/W*-Wï«î  —» Ai -1
Ÿ *L-‘ /- * V-* ■  . 'v *

^ 5~  ¿^ HJ  j\ Mi~r\ J'Î£  it

£k£->Pû  it*i!tvVA

- t u

sed  to Eth y l Co r p o r a t io n , h a s  com e to m e , a s

Ï  ) :* 5 ' ' . ' ' . *» '
J  s. jh Âçt Js

in in g te t r a e th y l le a d  a t  fi l l in g  s ta t ion s- b u lk  
irer cau se d  an y ca s e s  o f le a d  poison ing/ the

____ fe p e r iod , o f it s  u s e . Th e r e  w e r e  ca s e s  o f
p o ison in g am on g m en  en gaged  in  the m a n u fa ctu r e  o f te t r a e th y l lead  d u r in g 
the e a r ly  p e r iod  o f th e  d eve lop m en t  o f m a n u fa ctu r ing p r o ce s s e s , and th e r e  
■ was a  t im e  when such  ca s e s  o ccu r r e d  in  con n ect ion  w ith  the clean in g and 
r e p a ir in g o f la r ge  ga so lin e  s to r a ge  t a n k s , ( in  w h ich  th e  typ e  o f exp osu r e  is  
t o t a lly  d iffe r e n t ) . It  is  t h e se  cases th a t  have b een r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  the id e a , 
w h ich  s t i l l e x is t s  in  som e p a r t s  o f. th e  co u n t r y , th a t  th e  o r d in a r y  han d lin g o f 
ga s o lin e  is  d an ger ou s  fr o m  the a s p e ct  o f it s  lead  con ten t . The t r u th  o f the 
m a t t e r  is  th a t  th is  p r ob lem  w as in ve s t iga te d  v e r y  ext e n s ive ly  in  th e  e a r ly  
d ays o f th e  u s e  o f lead ed  ga s o lin e , an d  it  w as shown th a t  no such  d an ger  
e xis t e d  u n d e r  o r d in a r y  c ir cu m s t a n ce s . The r e a so n  b ack  o f th is  sa fe t y  is  
th a t  th e  lead  con ten t  o f the ga s o lin e  is  so  low th at , (1) t h e r e  ie  no m e a su r a b le  
ab so r p t ion  o f le a d  d u r in g co n ta ct  o f the ga so lin e  with  the sk in , and  (2) the 
vap or  given  o ff fr o m  ga so lin e  in  open  co n ta in e r s  con ta in s  on ly n e glig ib le  
am oun ts o f le a d . It  is  fo r  th e se  r e a so n s  th a t  lead ed  ga so lin e  cou ld  be  m a r k e t e d , 
fo r  i f  th e  fa c t s  had  been  o th e r w ise , t h is  typ e  o f gasolin je cou ld  n e ve r  h a ve  been  
u s e d .

I  am  qu ite  s u r e , t h e r e fo r e , th a t  M r . M cElv a in  w as not  p o ison ed  b y  t e t r a e th y l 
lead  an d  th a t  th e  p h ys icia n s  a t  the Ve t e r a n s '  Ho sp ita l w e r e  co r r e c t  in  t h e ir  
o p in ion . It  is  o f som e im p o r t a n ce ,in  th is  con n ect ion , to know th a t  the a b so r p ­
t ion  o f le a d  in  th is  fo r m  d oes  not  d am age  the p e r iph e r a l n e r ve s  so a s  to p r od u ce  
a n e u r it is . At  le a s t , we h ave n e ve r  seen  a  ca s e  o f n e u r it is  even  in  the ca s e s  
th a t  h ave  been  known to be due to  the ab so r p t ion  o f t e t r a e th y l le a d  in  la r ge  
q u an t it ies  in  the op e r a t ion s  to w h ich  I  r e fe r r e d  p re v io u s ly .

The r e p o r t  o f th e  fin d in g o f le a d  in  you r  h u sb an d 's u r in e  "a t  the u p p e r  lim it s  
o f n o r m a l" ten ds in  i t s e lf (dependent upon how and w h er e  th e  an a lyses  w er e

H £  o o m ' 6 9

N21136



?

\

■ joP’e b i

c°
e KP

e»

« <© • „Vt

e6

&P“

A£ ° ‘
•̂ivAP A0

i\ C°
v i*

n,<v*

A

V

S ',0-c?¥ , :■■
X,^  A<& 1?

^  A *
A  v .e

c^v!
<

A>V £ \ ©^ «JS® V
vy A 4 0<,..« *e j 3 &  

, A  c»*e.*'• V̂

¿C©1 .<*©»
•\®
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