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TO: #1958 C, 2, Eipp dugust 18, 1971

FROM: f1.7-2 R. P. In%:z
SUBJECT: JOINT CCHPQUNDS, ASBISTCS FTaTC

In your letter of July 30tk to Ze you state that we migh+
wiszh t0 consider markeilng the concept of wsing Ready Mixed
Joint Campeund, which would eliminats the problen of
airborne fibers Guring mixing in ths fisld., TYou alse
Tecommend that we consider sponging ths joints ia lisu of
sanding, which would elimi=ate alirborme asbestos Siber during
the finishing operation.

We Delleve that there is velidiiy to your recammendaticn a=d
it cculd be used if axy particular lﬂcal..ty, Gov--_..enu
Regulatory Bodsr or a Uriocrm, were to attempt to eliminate the
use of Joint compound becsuse of possible hezardous

substaznces (i.e., asbestos fiber).

It is our considered opimion that it would be umvise for us
to placs amy label on cur present compounds which could te
construed as implyinz that & hazardous substance exists. No
other msmufacturer has taken such a step and we beliave ue
would be p’ncﬂd at a coopetditive d.iea.dva....ta.ge. More
seriously; however, we could precipltete action prematurely
- which could result in same individusl, such as & Senator or
& Ralph Nader, drawirg attecilon to ocur products.

Feseerch presently has one men workding Sull 4ims in sn

attlempt to develop joint compound formnlatiors whish world

be asbestos free and vet ..rovide us with the properties
rice

are necessery o sell our products at the merket o
tae best cf ou:: krowledge, no marufacturer has an accepteble
product in the US, 3ritish Gypsim by law produces co.._:ou:«.ds
which are esbestos free, Sut the products they produce ars
unsaleable in this country or in Cansds,
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Tour recarmendation provides us with a quick meang of
overcading the question of airborns fibers, if and when we
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