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' ) The central figure i the current controversy surrounding healt’
hazards faced by asbestos workers in Thetford Mines is a 67-ycar-o!
{ doctor wiose policy was “to do as much good for the workers as po
. sible withsut harming them.”
' Paul Cottier, who operated on tiis principle when directe.
: ¢l the comnpames’ elinic winch hecked
! N L oweikas for postible astestesgelated
H

urs silments, cdmits be did net gvos
st alfected weihers leave thoir y,h,>
and  scok wvorlman's  componsation
Lenefits.

>r. Caortier, who o e (Lin'e
frem 1010 untl dart veor, cuys be
“Uricd 13 do my Fart o be b m ™




.
4 Q’f‘( 2
R

PR e

2
i,
e vy, e O
3T R RV BTN, W T b e
K ‘J{,i::-'r‘;‘-.ﬁ"u AR
o g v n,..,,‘-ﬁ-ﬂ‘ﬂ"-“ h
F g R LR
SN ETGLT

Yo .

o

Sy
&

e IR N e T

gy - N
AR
DA

Lt .
v e B
O LIt TS

P v e ’ J

JE TRl s e
e A e v AN
AR I bl 5 A Ve
T R Sl G Y, L s i

B

fagr 3T,

: o
P s 4,)‘;".’;._
b s foir A F R 8

EQW STLET IT I8! Threoyrarc!ld Chantal Marcott of St Chrysosteme had -

ber first taste of mople syTUp yesterday and. ch boy. what a reaction. The sap
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By TREV33 BOWE

Jeczifer Perril has lost her 1ife sav-
irgs of $1,700 but she basa't lost her
guiet dignity.

The 75ycarold Brookiyn., N.Y,
woman came to Meptreal Sunday to
visit her sister whose hushand had
receatly died. She planned to give her
sister thé money to belp pay funeral
oxpons

But sbe lost the mceney .when she

Teft it in a toxi she had taken from

the bus station on Berri strect to her
sister’s apartment ot 4550 Plamondon
Ave. off Cote &35 Neiges.
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Brooklyn weman

refuses kind offers. -

Staft phcta by Ron Yot

Yull tock a trip yesterday to capture the flaver on film. As well, new tectmology
1s coming to the aid of the maple syrup farmer — buckets are geing cut and
plastic hoses are coming in. The pictures and story on Page C-1.

She has offered a $500 reward for
the return of her purse which, along
with the morney, contaised her citi-
zenship papers and keyvs to her
Brooklyn apartment. So far she has
beard nothyng.

She said that she still worries about
having lost the money and though she
realizes she shouldn't, she just can't
help it.

In response to an article 1n TuE
“MoxTR=AL StaR. she has been con-
tacted By several individuals and or-
ganizations who volunteered both fi-

lignity unmarred

nanaal aid and sympathetle advice. &
tlowever, though she gnd her sister,
Rose Lemcovitch, are ill, she has
dechned all offers of financial assist-
ance.
“Pcople offered me money, good
people in Montreal, but 1 refused it.
I've never wanted anything from any-
body, I just wanted to suppart my-
sell,” she said. .
“I've been a widow for 40 years
but I never wanted anybody to do a
favor for me when I could work and
pay my way. I live alone in a one-

Hearings to be held .

rcom gaparument in New York and
whatever I've' got is good enough”

“I bave a zmall government pen.
sicn and Pl make do, or I'll make it
do. Maybe it’s just that I'm so selfish
that 1 den't want any belp.”” |

Though she is -unwilling to accept
help she is always willing to give it, .
especially to her widowed sister.

“When ycu get older you need
cach other and have to help each
other. Right now both of us are jll,
we're two broken up peopie, hut what
little we have is geed enough.”
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The central figure in the current controversy surrounding hes

hazards faced by asbestos workers in Thetford Mines is a 67-year-
doctor whose policy was “to do as much good for the workers as p

sible without harming them.”

Paul Cartier. who operated on this

of the companies™ chnic which checked
workers fer possible asbestos-related
lung' ailments, admits he did not insist
that affected workers leave their jobs
and seek workman's compensation
benefits.

Dr. Cartier, who ran the clinic
from 140 untl last year, says he
“tried to do my best: to be human.”

“When a worker came to me and

1 saw from his x-rays that he had

slight abnormalities in his lungs, I
told him, in an effort to be as hu-
manutarian as possible: ‘Look, you've
got tke slight beginnings of a lung
problem. Now. are you happy at your
job? Do you want to stay there? Or do
you wish to apply for compensation
and. be transferred elsewhere in the
plant? If you stay where you are it
won't affect your condition that much
and if you become incapacitated you
can -always apply for compensation
then.’

“Even if they had left their work
completely and gone cn to drive
cabs, for instance; it might not have
arrested the progidciive effects.of as-
bestosis. s .

“So 1 figured it was in thelr best
interests to stay at their jobs. Be-
sides, they didn't want to be reported
“ill and transferred to a Iower-paying
job where they might have earned as
much 35 $30 lessa week,

“And if I had reported them ill
and brought about thoir transfer to
lower-paying jobs, the unions would
have lodged grievances ard the iwork-
crs would have been reinstated to
their former jobs anyway.”

Cartier says it is *‘still debatable”
whether asbestosis would have sub-
sided in a patieit who was removed
from an asbestes-polluted  environ-
ment the misute the disease was di-
agnosced.

“From what modernmedicine
knows about the discaze, there ap-
pears to be a slight pregressicn even
after conlact with asbestas fibres has
ceased.”
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principle when direc|

Rail, grain
move agair
atter strike
settlement

Canadian Press

The mail was moving norme!
around the country today but an lene
mous backlog of export grain remain-
to be tackled following a tentat!.
settlement of the wage dispute th-
brought on more than a month of r
valving strikes.

While first reaction to last night
settlement was mixeq among unic
members, a survey acress the count:
today indicated that generally men

Rarn ~f 4L -
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Jeszifer Perril bas 1ost her life sav-
i izgseof $1,720 but she haca't lost her
] qoiet dignity.
d The To>yecar-old Brooklyn, NY.,
4  womon came to Moptreal Sunday to
1 wvisit ber sister whoce husband had
recently dicd. She planned to give her
cister theé money to help pay funeral
€xpanses.

But she lost the money .when she
d  Yeft it in a taxi she had taken from
_,- \ the bus statiom on Berri strect to her
4 * sister’s apartment ot 4630 Plamondon
Ave. off Cote d3s Neiges.
..

U inside
Togay's Star

PCLICE I42UTMY: The Quebec
Pelice Commission inquiry into the
conduct of MUC Deputy Police
Directer Andre Guay will be re-
opened by April 15. Page A3

LAEOR PROTLST: ,Spcaker; Jean-
Noel Lavoie says he will investigate
ckarges that union lecders were de-
nied zccess to the national assem-
bly during a demonstration. Page
A-5.

FRAUD CHARGED: Si:x{ U.S. oil

companies have been indicted by a

Angeles grand jurv and
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She has offered a $500 reward for
the rcturn of her purse which, along
with the money, contained her citi-
zenship papers and keys to her
Brooklyn apartment. So far she has
heard nothing

She said that she still worres about
having lost the money and though she
realizes she shouldn’t, she just can’t
help it.

In response to an article in THE
MoxTrEAL STAR. she has been con-
tacted By several individuals and or-
ganizations who volunteered both fi-

By TERENCE MCORE
Star Staff Reporter "=
QUEBEC — The provincial gov-
ernment yesterday proposed a one-
third ircrease in the drop rate and
mileage charges of Montrcal taxis.

The preposal, however, is subject ™

to hearings and a ruling by the

Quehec Transport Commission. It rec-

ommends that the Montreal drop rate

be increased to &0 cents from 60 and

the mileage rate to 80 cents a mile
en

il w

nancial aid and sympathetic advice.
However, though she ard ker sister,
Rose Lemcovitch, are ill, sbe has
declined all offers of financial assist-
ance.
“People offered me money, good
people in Montreal, but 1 refused it.
I've pever wanted anything from any-
body. I just wanted to support my-
self,”” she said. .
“I've been a widow for 40 years
but I never wanicd anybody to do a
favor for me when I could work and
pay my way. 1 live alone in a one-

Hearings to be held .

Berthiaume explained that rates were
already set at the maximum in many
regions and that general inflation jus-
tifies higher ceilings. .

The provincial cabinet by the reg-
ulation sets the range of permissible
taxi rates for different areas of the
province in order “to protect the pub-

Morals
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recom apartment in New York and
whatever I've’ got is gocd enough”

“1 have a cmall government pen-
sicn and I'll make do, cr I'll makeit
do. Maybe it’s just that I'm so selfish
that I don't want any help.” o

Though she is -unwilling to accept

help she is always willing to giveit, .

especially to her widowed sister.

“When you get older you need
each other and have to help each
other. Right now both of us are ill,
we're two broken up peopie, but what
little we have is good enough.”

Taxi fare increase proposéd

lic interest,” said Berthiaume.

The transport commission could
not be given complete latitude in set-
ting taxi rates because its basic task
is simply to issus-permits.

The draft regulation will be a sub-

See TAXI, Page A-2

sides, they didn't want to be reporied

"ill and transferred to a lower-paying

job where they might have earned as
much as 539 less a week.

“And if I bad reported them ill
and brought about their transfer to
lower-paying jobs, the unions would
have lodged grievances and the work-
ers would have been reinstated to
their former jobs anyway.”

Cartier says it is *still dcbatable”
whether asbestosis would have sub-
sided in a patieitt who was removed
from an ashestos-polluted environ-
ment the minute the disease was di-
agnosed. .

“From what modernmedicine
knows about the diseace, there ap-
pears to be a slight pregressicn even
after contact with asbestos fibres has
cea:;" .1)

He admits there were “a few un-
fortunate incidents” involving workers
who died a few months after receiv-
ing a clean bill of health from his
clinic. )

“But most of these deaths seemed
to be the result of heart problems,
wh.ch may or may not have been
connected to lung ailments.”

Cartier says, however, that when a

See DOCTOR, Page A-2 \
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after strike
settlement

N Cancdian Prezs

The mail was moving normui
around the country today but an enc
mous backlog of export grain remain-
to be tackled following a tentatl
settlement of the wage dispute th-
brought on more than a month of r
volving strikes.

While first reactlon to last night'
settiement was mixed among unic
members, a survey across the count:
today indicated that generally men
bers of the Public Service Alliance ¢
Canada (PSAC) were back on the job.

However in Tinmder Bay the 17
grain weighmen and samplers votc
unanimously to reject the tentatis
contract settlement and will contin~
their strike at the Thunder Bay tco:
minals. T

The post office also faced ancth
—though’ lesser—problem in a i~
“ban the poatal code day” called {-
teday. But a deparimenta] spokesm:
said this was not expected to met-
much trouble.

Thks ftcotative scHlement of -
strikes, errived at through mediaticr
would provide the 18,609 PSAC mch
bers with a 2925 e
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Workmen's Cempensation Doard
The chnie records wote subject ‘o
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and mills

vears after he had ob-

served symptoms of asbestosis “he-

compensation seltlements. -

The companies alco deny any col-

fo. eIt M lcLos bui untn Jui2, cause the men didn't want to be e Wy Qughtred, r‘rm"‘hm of
the ISP IOr Was Dr Pagl Cartier,  Teported li and be transferredto  Achsres Cmp, largest 7 ™> feur
the same man emplaved is the cons lower paying jot . . Thetford Mines osbostas companics,
p-."Cb fromn 1900 wntd Last sear o Cartier said h~ Jdid this becausehe says he knew “hitle or rothing of
head thewr chinic thought it was 1n the best interest of ho.\ lhe clinic operated.™
Corier yesterday toid Tuz the werkers” and was not, as union Ve just set up the chnic because
4 ¢ N

A mtan R
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never interfered with
We just paid the bills.”
Hed the sick men peen rent to the
compensation board and avardcd dis-
ability payments, the companies
would have been required to pay

its operation.

lump  sum permms to the govern- -

ment of between £5,000 and 575,000
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The central figure in the current controve

hazards faced by asboestos workers
doelor wiose }')Oll(v was “to do as
sible withsut harming thein
Paul Cottier, who operated
cf the comprmes’ ehnic which herked
workers for poseihle asbestesgelated
h,r‘ H "i]n)\ U, admits Io dud not innas
Ualfected woihers leave (inir y,?b

T
e

suu-. .nu i

and  seek worlunan's  com panraticn
Lonefits.
Pr. Cartier, who ron the (hnle

from 1010 untel Ine(
“trird 1o dn oy b

year, cayg be
f bt g

for each worker, depending on -
and degree of disability.

At present, 245 Thetford Miur
workers are receiving comnensat

for asbestos-related dJSC’ISCS Acce.
Ing to hgures supplied by the Con{-
eralion of National Trade Union »
The Quebee Federation of Labar, ¢
two labor organizations to which lo:

See MEN, Page A2
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wooaers Sanee (arey (_nﬂm.‘n with-
I TIPS SR ST e has been
croonwered b exch':’.e of the
thorothree L oestus ComipLmiesin the
Asbestes Corp., Beil Ashestos

ake Asrestos
tast »ear when Le rehin-
4 his b ns ditector and be-
a conseltant. Carier ran the
Tre eonly cther doctor working
i owas Dr. Jacques Dussault,

who jomed the staff 17 vears ago.
Dussou!t agrees with Cartier's ver-

oicn of how the chme operated, but
cays he was oot inagreement wmithat,
“I wanted to tcil the wnorker
Vet and send him to compcn~
=auon, but Cartier was the boss and
1 <tood by tus decision.
» D did what Tocould T 1 lelt a
man was sick, T told him and sug-
gestcd he cee his famuly doclor”

I wasn't severe enough
-:\ywm;.g the seriousness of the
Zut mest of tham didn't
want o 5o 1) compensation — they
frew there weren't very many jobs
cutz:de the mice and there fvas no
muarantce the company cowd find
them anotiier b i they were re-
moved from their present cnos.

Pt}

how!

Trey caid that they weuld like to
o to compensation of 1 ocould give
tiem ancther jcb where there wasno
asbestes dust. 1 cxplained that 20 I
comid  do was classify them as sick,
tat I couldn't give them ancther job.
It waca't my department.

“e

So moct of them never went —
tsey were frightencd they'd lose their ”
1 and have no way of making a

THURSDAY,

MARCH 20, 1975

job security deterred most men from
seeking compensation.

Laurent Cote. vice-president of the
CNTU-affiliated "union at Ashestos
Corp., said: “‘Asbeslos workers ‘ha\e
absolutely no guarantee of work 1f
they're removed "from the mills or
mines for asbestosis.

“There just aren't available jobs
cutside the mine or mill — so the
guy who's sick has to choose between
his health and the ability o support
his family. That's no choice.

“A guy of 55. trained in one occu-
pation is scared stiff of losing his
job, so even if somcone tells himn he's
a little sick, he sometimes doesn't
have the guts to admit it and take
the chance. If these doctors really
wanted to help the workers, why
didn't they at least tell the umion or
the companies that there were sick
people going back to work?”

Dussault claims that on several
occasions he discussed the problem of
whether or not o remove sick men
from the job with company represent-
atives, whom he refused to name, but
“nothing ever came of it.”

*Unaware

Oughtrcd sald ke wasunaware
that workers were nct seeking com-
pensation for fear of losing their jobs.

“I'm not sure,” he said, “but I
believe we have a clause in the con-
tract that guasrantees them a job in
the event they have to leave their job
because of dust conditions.”

Union spokesmen deny this, saving
it is one of the clauses they are now
strivire to ohtain

e stopped going i

ing compensation do/ ;ocmg given
clean bills of health} »#Cartier Lut he
beueved this was uypemn"“because
of changing standards at the compen-
sation board ™

“It's more like a “elfare,,.g"stem
now than Like workmen's cow, bnsa-
tion. Older muners put in claims be-
fore they retire and get it automati-
cally ... everybody gets 10 per cent.
But I've never met-anybody who said
he had asbestosis.”

Thetford Mines CNTU council
president Oliva Lemay said this is
not the case. He said 101 of the 251
people his unions have referred to the
board in the last seven years have
been refused compensation.

Paul Filteau, secretary-general of the
Quebec Asbestos Mining Association
to which all four employers belong
while stating that the association was
in no way responsible for the clinic,
said some ¢ompany officials were
leng aware of Cartier’s practice of
“keeping certain information on
workers’ health to himself.”

“If you tell a 55-year-old man he's
really sick, you may do him more
harm psychologically than good
phystcally. It's a difficult decision . ..
and company officials felt they
shouldn’y interfere.

“Carticr told the workers they
were all right, let them go back to
their jobs and, if he thought the case
serious, recommended that they visit
their fanuly doctor.

“But the companies never told
him to do this — it was his decision.

A maviar intarfar~4 M

o clinie

e

hshed a system of inspection (Re
lation 197 of thof? c Mining /
which required nment insj
tor “to examine company clinic m
cal records and issue annual min
certjficates to those aith heall

5

- lungs.”

However, because they appoir
Cartier to that job for Eastern Quc
(a region including Gaspe, Que
City-and Thetford Mines), Cart:
was in effect examining hisc
work.

When he examined workers
was a company doctor; then
would “change hats” and exan
their test results as a governu
representative, deciding which w:
ers would receive their miner's cc
icates and which would be de:
them and subsequently recommen
for compensation.

Cartier continued to hold ¢!
conflicting posts until 1972 at w!
time, according to Dr. Bertrand @
lemare, a leng-time workmen's ¢
pensation commissioner, he was
placed by Philippe Duval, becaus:
was not really proper that a comp
man should work for the gow
ment.”

“But at the time be was fust
ployed, there was nothing incorrec
Bellemare maintained. *The gow
ment needed a good pneumologist :
he (Cartier) had ap international rc
tation.”

Despite his replacement, Cartier ¢
tinued to act as a consultant In res:
X-rays for the government unti)

vear. He was replaced as head ¢!
Thatfnr~t MMinpo

romnamey obipis



>

I .
o TR
Lk ARV B A ALV

ot

[ .

ke Ao

alectodena i ..
£ gi ) ? i
’ 7' Li \
' d l . \

Cozitroed {rem Page Al

PV employecs i NAhltas Do
from defeade crpamierl SO0
whidh g wLiaTaed snacemen o
firroet brogdasis
THe U8 ar farce seounly senh
fre, the EFTY O SOCUNIT SLCDOY
The £ary secuniy growp have Cp Lo
N0 explyrees Bl IDXLWTIDG POKS
cord e worid Lstensg ooy
beadmhenms d amalyzmg ferengn
=tery ey tallc
~whe US mubitzry rother thsa e
ClA roay have been izvolved in three
tleged salvage cperalisas reporied
last mopss Ly Wx Notanal Brezlias-
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O Tos rocovery, wih Remsh heln
ctelectronte gear {rom:zSonud
pze 53t croshed o e North Sea
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© Tbe !‘tt*f;"i!? of eertromic Lsa
trg devices from 3 Sowet vessal that
sz=X in Sea of Japan fT vears
.

© Tta rocovery of a coclesnr wednon
T a Soviet plioe that crashed 1
t" Sea of Jepen five years ago.

QE 2 cruise

boosts Cunard

105 ANGELES (Recter) — A G-
rocialy saccessid werld cruise by
{he Cmard Ener frzeen Elinobeth 1
t=d mode t8e cocociling Dritich hve
mrcfiiile for the Lrot tme in IOy
years. Cdnard mopoging-drecior
prtehell e yecterday.
= 2Gched few frem Britam to 1os

oes a
e of

e s s s cdecede

. Engeles to be prexcst at the limer's
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f5st vist to the United States west
&onot as it ended its T2day werld cruite.
- Pazcengers paid up.lo 100,00 for
e Nip's most expensive multe 63 the
1 of 19 coumtnes. An average suite
yeat for $20,60 a cocyle, Mitchell s2id.
"

L.

- ‘,‘-‘_“*‘O

i
v 7
.

p— —
e vt ot e ? S bt Do S =

he weather

Conlinped {rom Page Al

M . A -
Al Tl ted "

et D DL el Al
Mear anch operates oooenianchad
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2md ths could dead to s fatal enlarge-
memt of the ventrxie

SHL o Ls s nard tashea st
~clatenshy heidecn e e SN
Cieenee £od heart fatured that Mont-
real's two 1op pathalegsts  refuse

systematcaly lo porform autopsies
this vpe ¢of ceath because they know
they €as i proee the re.atzanshp i the
evert of acourtcase”

Wi le Cartser froely adimnis e &
Guiesced W0 WOrTETS' widies 0 remain

Taxi fares may go up |

Coztizoed from Prge A-l
ject of ecomaltztion with taxd Grgani-
zaugas during March and April ard
the ccbinet will enact changes in late
April or early May.

Tuval tan leagues have sought
ceruficaticn to speak far the industry
in the west and cestral sectors of
Mertreal and in Lorgeeudl while a
single league speaks for the industry
in the west sector of Montreal. Ber-
thizzrne said transport depirtmest of-
fioials would consult with all compet-
g groups.

The alternative would be to wait
catil cre league 1s cerufied for each
sector ard then deal coly with that
leszue. Beorthicume said it mught take
=tll longer beigre the newly-certified
leagues were sufficiently organized to
fully represent their members

The draft revision suggests a Oew
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al theer jobs in spite of the hazardst
me vehemently denes any collesion
feraee s Pesaef oand
pames which pad nw selary and far
the upieep of the chine.

“1 can_swear that I was never
given any direcuves by the compa-
ries apd that I acted solely on the
vaas of my extens:vetramungin
wmie of the world's leading medical
centres

Uruan claims that Cartier was re-

(e IUUDIDR Collt-

luctant to refer workers to the Work-

men's Compensat:on Board because
the companies didn’t want to pav
fump sum compensation premuums
are “totally false”” he savs

“1 weorked on the principle thatf
the worker showed a shght trace of

system for displaying thedriver ‘s
permit replacing the illegible and
pearly invisible plastic cards that
rgw hang behird the driver's head,
with a bolder beside the taxi meter
displaying the owner's taxi permit,
the driver's permut and the rates.
This would take effect next January
unless the consultation next month
indicates the taxi business is pre-
pared to make the changes immedi-
ately.

A more ambitious extension of taxi
regulations wall be launched in the
summer or fall with the publication
of dralt rules goverming the taxi driv-
er’s relationchip with fleet owners
and with taxi ser vic e associations.
Non-owning drivers rent their cars
from the owners and depend oo the
service associations for insurance,
despatching service and credit sys-
tems.
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{.nboslosxs 1 wamed hum about 1t and
hun  decide 1f he wanted to re-
ma at s b

My policy was to try and do as
much good for hun as was possible
without causing hum any harm.

“l was acting on behalf of the
worker who was worried about losing
incorne. 1 wasn't doing it for pecuni-
ary rewards from the companes. I've
rever been one to go in for that sort
of thing 1 worked mysell through
medical school by keeping a job at
the post office from 6 p.n. to 3 a.m.
every day.

“But po matter what 1say. people
are stll going to think that I had
<old out to the companices. ! just tried
0 do my best.” ’

Cartier says that throughout his
career at the clinic he was under the
impression that if the condition of
workers was being made worse by
their continued exposure to asbestos
fibres this fact would have been
brought to his attention by the
Quebec Asbestos Mining Association.

ut

\

“The asscciation was ferever fi--

nancing costly research projects, and
impressive medical teams wisited my
clinic from leading hospitals in De-
troit, New York, Philadelphia and
Pittsburg.

*] would have made recommenda-
tions for improving working condi-
ticns but I was hampercd by these
big-name teams which spent up to
two months at a time here.

“They spent on enormous amount
of money and 1 figured that if there
was anything wrong with our opera-
tion they would have made recom-
mendations to the comparges.

“Whed they came I reproached
them on the fact that they didn’t
scem to follow up their tests with
recommendations for improving work-
ing ccnditions.

“They could have made a great
contribution with all their up-to-date
expertise. They were in abelter posi-
tion than our litlle clinic which was

1solated from medical centres. I
thanaht Cthay  wmold v crmmmend im-

. Lyt gy
R ALt
oo v,

5y UL JOD

found nothing to complamm about. so
who was 1 to add my two cents
worth.

“} guess 1 was ioo trmd; Ishould
have spoken out. My friends have
always told me that I'm too timid.”

{ Cartier remains sceptical, how-
ever, about the valdity of the recent
Mount Sinai study which found a
very high incidence of lung disease
among veteran Thetford Mines work-
ers.

He says that during contract nego-
tiations which led to the violent and
bitter asbestos strike of 1949, the unions
sought to dramatize their demands by
trying to establish a link befween abes-
tos muning ald tuberculosis. The asbes-

“tos workers“o are on strike for the
first tume Since 1849 and safety clauses
are among their chief demands.

“Today, the same fhing is true

. and in order to make their point that
mining asbestos leads to asbestosis,
they commissioned Dr. Irving Selikoff
of the Mount Sinai College of Medi-
cine in New York fo study the situa-
tion here.

“Now, it is commen knowledge in
our field that Selikoff finds 100 per
cent more abnormalities in lung x-
rays than anyone else.

“When you read x-rays — and I
used to read 10,000 a year in my day
— you can over-read, under-read or
arrive at a happy medium.

“Selikoff over-reads and the unions
knew that and that's why they went
after him.”

Cartier says that by over-reading,
any doctor can look at x-rays of the
lungs of persons over age 50 in any
lile of work and discever “all sorts
of abnormalities.”

o *Clinic revamped,’ |
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safety to
be tighwm

The Star’s Quebec Bureau

QU EBEC — Tougher inspet
and stiffer fines will be introd:
early this year to control cond::
hazardous to Quebec asbestos mi
Mines and Natural Resources M
ter Gilles Masse announced ye:
day.

But the minister told the nat:
assermnbly the existing air pol
standards would remain in force.

Masse said the number of !
inspectors would be increased :
from 17 and spoet checks woul
made without advising the union
company in advance.

He said the practice in the
had been to give 2% hours notice
visit by an inspector so that tb-
ions could arrange to have a It
sentative available.

Masse said the present syste:
fines. providing for a $25-a-day
alty for a companyvielatin:
rules, were ‘“very minimal, rv
lous.” .

The minister said he was w
lo say yet how stiff .the new

would be.

The present on-the-job poll
limit of five asbestos fibres per t
centimetre of air will ren.
force, Masse said.

The level is accepted by U.S
thorities, he said. A reduction t
fibres per cubic centimetre, o
manded by the Canadian unic.
“not technically possible” N
said.

.

says new chief
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them on the fact that they didn't
scem to  follow up their tests with
recommendations for improving work-
ing conditions.

“They could have made a great
contribution with all their up-to-date
expertise. They were in a better posi-
tion than our little clinic which was
isolated from medical centres. I
thought they would recomrmend im-
provements to the industry but they
never scemed to do it.

*“I was open to recommendations.
But it was embarrassing for a little
I'rench-Canadian doctor mn the boon-
docks liké me to come along after all
those hig shots and tell the industry
to make improvements.

*'The companies would surely have
told me to mind my own business,
that the leading world experts had

Agﬁ“@@m@m

Continned from Page A-1

aile QI Work and arscover Ttall serls
of abnormalities.”

| GCEili M;C

revamped,

“1ol techmcally possible,”
said.

/

says new chief

By JOSH FREED
- Star Stgff Reporter

THETFORD MINES — The asbes-
fos companies’ clinic here has been
revamped, says Dr. Michel Lesage,
the man responsible for the clinic
sinee April, 1974.

Lesage, filling the newly created
pest of company “medical advisor,”
is a doctor, lawyer and radiologist
whese maost recent pocition was ad-
vicor {o the ministry of social a{fairs.

Lesage has hired a new physician,
Richard Lambert to replace Dr. Peul
Cartier, former head and now con-
sultant at the clinic. Cartier will re-

prevention as well. He says ihe
ford Mines companies have sper
million on ventilation alone i
last five years, but adds “jt j
enough” in hght of the Mount
results.
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Pollution over Montreal Island
for 24 hr. pericd upto 8 a.m. today

CONCENIZATIONS ON WEIGHT PER VOLUME BASIS

plete stop to Canadas export grain
movement, closed some airports peri-’
odically and upset mail service, par-
ticularly at Torento's postal 'l‘erminal
A that handles half the letters mailed
in Canada.

Teronto postal officials reported to-
day that Terminal A was ticking nor-
mally, with all first end second class
mail cleared though with a backlog of
parcels and other malerial running
between three and 10 days behmd de-
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“I think it was a good clinic wien
it was sct up,”” Lesage said, “butin
reccnt years it had fallen somewhat

behind the times.”

The componies should have taken
steps to update the clinic's operation

earlier, he said, but

S
cdde

d that un-

ions"and government also could have

conditions.

taken - more initiative in improving

Lesage said that as of Jan. 1 the
clinic was completely revamped, with
the addition of modern equipment,
and a policy ofcompletemedical

cheek-ups.

Previcusly, werkers had

becsr chec ked only for asbestos-re-

lated discases.

. “Anyone with lung scarring or as-

bestos-related diseases will be seat
for an immediate examination at the

Workman'’s Compensation Board
clinic in Montreal, so that no one will
suddenly surface with disabilities
higher than 10 per cent,” Lambert

said.

“But I'm -sure it will take time to
re-establish the clinic’s credibility.
Meny workers appear to have lost

confidence init.”

Lesage intends to press for im-
provements in the sarea of dg_m
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