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Makers B
withdraw
a poison

VYO

By our Sclence
Correspendent

Monsanto Chem Lid, Is
to curtall strictly saies on the
Britiah market of the highly
poisonous and persistent indus:
trial chemicals known as poly-
chiorinated biphenyls (PCBs).

Without any public announce-
ment, the reatrictions came
votuntarily into -operation In
March and, after the last © un-
restricted ' orders are dis-

atched during the next two or
hree wecks, production uf PCBs
ut the company's Newport
factory will be sharply reduced.
Monsante are the olo pero-
ducers In Britain and the US.

similar _ rostriction was
imposed on the US market some
months ago.

PCRs, as persistent in the
environment as_organochinrine
pesticides and almost as poison-
ous, have been In use since
the 1030s- and are now &
widespread and significant
component of the chemical
contamination of the oceans.
During the past few years, the
have n  increasingly lmpl»
cated as a contributory cause
in environmental disasters such
as the destruction of birds in
the Irish Sca in 1980,

' Although strong in terms of
{ circumstantial evidence, the
environmentsal  case inst
{PCHs Is by no means r-
itight. This action by Monsanto
1 is, therefore, both commenduble
and unusual

The question now (s whether
other countries will follow the
Monsanto lead (bolh France
and Gcrmln{ manufacture
PCBs In_queniity) or whether
apportunists with Jess environ-
mental consclence will try to
hreak into the market through
1he back door. Thia is something
which the Department of the
Fnvironment could usefuily
watch.
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