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Mr, G, Ge Schuknecht

‘ .
Johns -Manville Producte Corporation

Lompoc . Caufdrnia 93436

Dea Jerr:;

" unb_}ect" Standard indus&rxai Mmerals' W?'n.te Ea,gle Tale

With reierence to our &elephone discusmon‘of May 30 on the above subject, I have
some notes that I discussed in a fragmentary way with Perry Martinson while he
was here. Perry suggeated that I communicate any notes I have to you with a
copy to him. Th;s {rt ér in to bring you up to date. ' ' :

Ae I told you over the telep}mne, Standa.rd Induotrxal Mmerais has been mmmg
and stockpiling White Eagle Talc at Zurica, California, for our account in 1,000
ton lota, We are just now. stax'tmg on the second thousand tons which we pay for
a9 shmment is m"zd@ to us in Los Aﬂﬁge‘xea at $34 50 per ton ﬁ o, b. y vrw’z -

. We have all been concerw’ad here with the pz'oblem cf tremohte in talc and we are

getting increasing calls for tremolite-free talc. -Accordingly, 1 contacted Don
. Brapdt at Standard’s Reno office about two weeks ago and suggested that he give
some thought to further quan*zfms.for us, Ialso had anothe; purpose in having
a discussion with mm' to call. hw attention to 1mpurzt1ea occurring in the tale

" other than tremolite., We have’ used White Fagle Talc in ‘the past and are still

using it for our No. 140 series cosmetic talcs as well as for DESFRTALC@ UuPo
DBick Lamar has been telling us tha.t White Eagle Talc carries 1mpurities that -
downgrade it as to color and gmt. Accordmgly, Dick sampled very thoroughly

two recent ah;.pments of White Eagle crude talé and made some identifications and
rerommendatmns in two reports dated Ma;r 5 and May 16, 1972, lam enclosmg
copies of these raportag Oddiy enough we. have been able to pass USP tests. be«.auzx
the talc is very low in acid soiublm althougn it is not a pure steatxt talc ag suca.

+ any rate, it ia:-the omy gonzce of talc we have that ie tremclite free. : Ac{:(zrd»
ingly, in order to do a tittle planning ‘for the future I asked Don Brandt fo com’a o
down and see me wha2n convenisnt 2o that I coul& show him the; sample Dick R
referred to and discuss pu;zty of product mth }nm as well ae. to make some lans»~
for futare quantities. o : : 2

Don came down on May, 24 am! crought with him Mike I"vasomc, who i8 iz c’ha'r'gf@'ﬂ :
of theis mine o ff;’wmtvons. Tnev were impressed with the reports and’ prarmsﬂd i:o .
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improve thelr sorting se that on future stockpiles ﬁ-E"mr could sliminute some of the
- questionable products.. Ia saked them what quantity they might require to glve us

“exclugive rights to the output of the mine, "*mi they «::3; 4 net want to

selves for the reason that the ay told me they l‘md dizcuesed the matt :

people beei des ve, However, he 4id indicaie that they would give wrmu;&: con-

pideration to gmt@ctmg us on an annuel coairact for a . miniraum cf 100 tons per
mounth and 2 mhaximum of 300 tone per month. Beyond that they waut to be free fe
~ sell elsewhere if we conld not take more than the maxiznmm, ' ‘

At the present time the mine 18 closed down and will not be reopensd until
- get further ovders. They state that they will have to spend about $40, 000 i(} ime
prove the mine and to provida for a2 second way out, For this reason they have,
to be assured of enough tonmge m jnsiify the expendzturm

Standard indursﬁ:ria‘t Minerais has the White Eagle mine under lease for the
‘the mine from ite owners, United Slerra Division of Cypros Minés,
gets 2 small royalty for the tale and hae tried hard to break the leass
out in court battles in their eliertﬁ to sacurs cancellation of the le
has put 2 tentative price on the lease to us, if it is transferable, o
which seems to'ms to be very high., However, thay have nrs;ard of tha tremolite
restrictions and feel in » pretly vtrong pom%mn. v .
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Con confirmed ﬁ‘mt 7 gg "'er of Caicxte Corpo dt;&on has no interest in nor cone.
tract with thera covering the White Fagle Tale., He tells me that Niggemyer has
just recently traded his st r*k in the Calcite Corporation for ateck cf Diversified
Earth Scignces,” He will continue to manage Calcite Corporation, a ccordinglto th

' story we hear, for a period of thrse years, When he bought the mﬂl at Laws. from
Standard, ke did not buy any of the minea. According to Don, he does have an optio
to purchase clay and py nphvlh»e from their other mines. WNiggemyer may be tvying

]

to horn in'on v.hf* iaie deal if he can smell a sale.

Imssume tha“ ytm are farml iar wze.h the location of m@ 'thte Fagle mine, If not,
you can find it by *akmg the Seline Valley Road out of Big Pine, passing up the
firat jnction and remaining to the. ‘right into Saline Velley, a total of 59 miles
from Big Pine. The road is a dirt road, Bamahmee maintained by the County, but
. 'is passable to me&,i. equipment. Tmﬁ 18 o pretiy long letter, Jerry, but Perry
thought that it would be interesting t» you becauses you will be functioning in an
oparating way 86 far 25 this is ¢ onc@rved We have enjoyed onr mestings with.

Per “y ‘:ﬁ_s‘ wask and hope that our affiliation will be of great mutual benefis, Wa
shall 2lso be happy to work with ,70.,1 in any way we cam,
, “ . © Yours very truly,
‘ » DESERT MINERALS, Inc.
DifVeworthsjoe o, v : President

Mr. Earl B, Smith o S CRMC-HT-TALC-000258




