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Sbe Louig, Hissouri

Deonr iy, Gaswar.

. Your lebtter of April 1Tth
nddressed to she Bthyl Gasoline Corssgmebion soncering ’
o compensabtion clalim of one has been refervsd
o ne for replye.

Afbter axﬂmiﬁiug the information
‘?a:-abza, I should conslider that the evidencs of oxposure
g lond 1z ontirely inadesguate Lo justify tho dlagnoesis of
plumblam in thla casa, The manfs conditlon is nob typlcal
sf lead 1ntaxieat*an, g is muech more in lice with the
docharts original siabement that the casowaz obgscures and
th“b 2 number of dlapgnoscs were suggested by the 1llness and
its CLUr30. In zisw of the fzot that the nsture of tho case
is ﬂ&q alaam&g eatobllched, a diagnosia of lead poisoniL
would certainly bBe a poor guesas In ovrder Lo make 1t © 2u8b1o
at 511, the evidence of serious lead exposurs snd of *a reaged
loaed absorpbion would have to b unassellable. In the abaence
ef such evidense, all one cen gay is thei guoh & dlegnosis 1is
estremely bimarre and that 1% 1a probably the leasy 1€L@Iy of
all the obher suggeated causeae In the firgt place there is
no resson e belisve that this men had ony expssure %o plpe
which had earried concentrabed Batrasthyl lead without subse«
quently being washed out with gesolline.  Thus the lead concone
tration in any pipes which ho may have handled would necessarily
have been low, There la, of courss, a grestipossibility that
3am& ezposure to lead was bad as & congequence of burning pipes

alnted on the oubtside with leod paind. EV@&‘%%&& type of exposure,

hﬂ%ﬁ?@rg eould hardly be expected bo result in the serious ploture
deseribed in the patient, unless 1% were more or less contimuous
and quite severes (Casens of asoube lesd polsonling are seen
eccasiaﬁally in comneation aiﬁb outting ﬁg'mgtal heayily coated
with lead paintas. Such gnses de nob resullby however, from the
osocatonal handling of such pointed abj&ata; but rathmr from a
mabeor of days or weeks of such wprk on bridges, ships and
aimilar paiaﬁa& objcatae )

" In tha second place the allnleal evidence
doos n&h resemble botrsethyl lead polisoning ae 16 has been
geen in a number of cases up to this tine, ?ha claimantfs dootorts

atatement, therefore, that tetraﬂﬁhgl lsad fr@quaatly produeea the -
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5& in this a#e” ia~entiralg in arrar, ¥o.

P ieplay iy
. bona fid& case of psralysis has ever besn seen in betraethyl
intoxisation, The pleture is rether that of & general central

norvous ssataa znﬁexiaataaa with 9nﬁdnminsnﬁiy'aanﬁa& synphoms, .

: ?hird, theres is & more logical cause for
the mﬂvta 511&@%« in that the course and findings suggest an
infections canbml nervous yatem Involvements . In the. gbsence
o dafipite gruaf of abno 'nl load exposure and of abnormal
leed nbsorption, one is t,gasﬁifiaﬁ; tharai&re, in au%geeﬁiug

lead as a causabtive facta.gt

Frﬁm the a@aarigtiaﬁ of this ments
ccoeupation, I should be very much inclined fu doubt that he had
any significant exposure to totroethyl lead snd Lts éesamgaai*ian_
products, or to any other lead compountg. .

?oﬂ vour further infopnation allew me
to »efor you Lo a description of charscteristis tethaﬁi%yi Eﬁ:d ‘
intoxication as deseribed by my sssocliste Dr, Y. F. Uachlc in
the Journel of the Americen ze ieal Asscoiation for Aupust 2h,
1935, Vol., 105, ppe 578585« I a;m attaching a copy of this
reprint to my letter for such nse pe il may be to gsu medical
mene If I can be of any further assistance, please do net
heaitate to write me directly. _

Very timly yoursa,
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