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BULLETIN
September 26, 1977

UNITED AUTO W S PETITION T T A
EMERGENCY T Y _STANDARD CUP AT T SI0S

Enclosed is a copy of a letter written by Mr, Douglas A, Fraser, President
of the United Auto Workers to Mr, Ray Marshall, Secretary of Labor. This
letter was written on July 6, 1977 and | received a copy of it at the
recent meeting of the Asbestos Information Association in ¥ashington.

Mr, Fraser is petitioning the Sscretary to asteblish rules for occupational
exposure to asbestos asnfhe proposal appeared in the Federal Register on
October 9, 1975, Along with medical surveillance, record keeping requirements,
regulated areas and other controls in the workplace, there was the proposal

to establish the 0.5 fiber per cubic ‘centimeter maximum concentration for
asbestos fibers, This proposal was to be a‘'reduction from the current 2 fiber
per cc level. By petitioning for an emergency standard, Mr. Fraser, among
other things is attempting to speed thé regulatory process and have the new
standard finalized as soon ds possible,

A copy of this letter is forwarded to you as a matter of information,

ElD/erc E. W, Drislane
Enc: Executive Director
cc-Active Members (List C)

Regional Members (U.S.Dues)
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The ITonorable Ray Marshall,
Sccretary of Labor, ' L “’”‘ R T.';:' .

U.S.Department of Labor,

Washington,D. C. 20210 , iq qs—q

Decar Sccretary Marshall:

July 6, 1977

On behalf of the UAW I am writing to petition you to
exercise your authnrity under Section 6{c) of the Occupational Safety and
Health Act, 29 U.S, C. §655(c), to establish the proposed modifization of
the Occupaticnal Standard for Exposure to Asbestos, 29 CIFR 1910.100},
as an emergency temporary standard. In addition, the UAW pctitions that
as specdily as possible thereafter you commence hearings and promulgate
a permanent standard consistent wn.h recent medical findings, undcr
Scction 6(b) of OSHA, 29 U.S.C. £655(b), and 29 CFR 1911. 3,

This petition is made on behalf of UAW members engaged in
the manufacture of friction products, the repair and remanufacture of
brales and transmissions, maintenance workers in contact with asbestos
insulation, chemical formulation workers and others who are regularly
or incidentally exposed to this highly hazardous inaterial,

These workers may suifer irreparable harm if the normal,
tirne-consuming standard-sclling process is pursucd. The risk to health is
documented by data presented in the preamble to the proposed standard,
which notes that cancer can arise from both brief and low-level exposurcs
to asbestos fibers. That propnsal was dated Septernber 30, 1975, over onc
and onc-half year s ago., Thus, any additional delay in acting on the
proposal through normal channels, which could take additional years, may
oot in citaan of Beae cann ar aned mesetiuetiome whiich owondd have boeaa

prevested by improved control over the workplace.

The delry in prorouldgation of the standarcd affeets our mmembers
' in lwo major ways. First, we arc aware of several plants in the friction
products industry which apparently are in compliance with the current
standard of 2 fibers per cubic centimater, bul in which obvious steps to
control airborne asbestas exposure have not been taken.  The current
stiundard thus allows pollution Lo the limit of 2 fibers per cubic centimeter,
e wovivecn are capossd ta e vel oi asbestos fibees which could etsily b

loweraed,
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In addition, the current requirements for protective
clothing and locker room facilities are tied to the measurcement of levels
of airborne asbestos fibers in excess of 2 fibers per cubic centimeter.
In our cxperience the clothing of workers becomes quite visibly contaminated
with asbestos containing dust or mud where airborne asbestos measurements
do not indicate a requirement for hygicne practices under the current
standard. Therefore, workers may take asbestos hoine, serving to provide
a continuing source of preventable exposure to themscelves, and a completely
unconscionable exposure to their familics.

While these issues have been pursued through collective
bargaining, the weakness of the current standard is a major obstacle.
Where such demands are won, the companics employing our members are
placed at a competitive disadvantage to other employers. ’

We are prepared to sut:mit data and to testify in support of
thesce asscrtions.

We are awarce that the standards-scelting machinery of OSHA
is currently preatly overloaded with the need for initial regulation of many
substances. The solution to this problem, however, should not be to
delay action but to increase staffing and support for these activities.

The enviroumment of asbestos-uring operations which are
apprarently in complisnee with the current staadavd of 2 fibers per cubic
centiineter arc visibly dusty alihough not highly contaminated. Our members
arc well aware of the health hazarvds of the dust which they come in contact
with every day and demand better control.  The fiact that the application of
the current OSITA standard does not furnish reliel is damaging to the
credibility of the entire OSIA effort,

For these reasons, the UAW is filing this petition to request
that the proposcd modificetion of the Qevupalional Standard for Exposure
to Asbestos, 29 CI'R 1910, 1001 be adopted 2s 2n crmergency tempaorary
standdard, and that as soon as possible thereafter, a permanent standavd

Conciatbent wvith recends medice b evidence e proronbatod,
I vwoultd appreeciote aneirly veply o to the sleps which will

be taken in this area,

Sincercly, .
&__/’.;/)— //-7:/&/(
/C//’
(RN BRTIT ProipYas A, tCeoiee, Brecaident,
cr-opeiw] )i INTRRNATIONATL UNION UAW,
ezl Fabie Bingloan ’
QSHA Dochet Fi- 0343 - .
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July 6, 1977 .
= A//
The Honorable Ray Marshall,

Sccretary of Labor, ‘ " T‘.'T.‘.',U ‘-A..'.,. T
U.S.Department of Labor, e

Washington, D. C. 20210 I iq q{)—?‘

Dear Secretary Marshall:

On behalf of the UAW I am writing to pctition you to
exercise your authority under Section 6(c) of the Occupational Safety and
Health Act, 29 U.S, C. §655(c), to establish the proposed modifization of
the Occupational Standard for Exposure to Asbestos, 29 CFR 1910.1001,
as an emergency temporary standard. In addition, the UAW petitions that
as spcedily as possible therecafter you commence hearings and promulgate
a permanent standard consistent w1th recent medical findings, under

Scction 6{b) of OSHA, 29 U.S.C. 5655(b), and 29 CFR 1911. 3.

This petition is made on bchalf of UAW members engaged in
the manufacture of friction products, the repair and remanufacture of
brak.s and transmissions, maintenance workers in contact with asbestos
insulation, chemical formulation workers and others who are regularly
or incidentally exposed to this highly hazardous material.

These workers may suffer irreparable harm if the normal,
time-consuming standard-sctting process is pursued. 'The risk to health is
docurnentced by data presented in the prearnble to the proposed standard,
which notes that cancer can.arise from both brief and low-level exposures
to asbestos fibers. That proposal was dated Septernber 30, 1975, over onec
and onec-half year s ago. Thus, any additional delay in acting on the
proposal through normnal channels, which could take additional years, may
eanlt i enaes of Tens cancer and mesotielioma which would havve booi

prevented by improved control over the workplace.

The delay in promulgation of the standarvd affects our members
in two major ways. First, we arc aware of several plants in the friction
products industry which apparently are in compliance with the current
standard of 2 fibers per cubic centirncter, butl in which obvious steps to
cuntrol airborne asbestos exposurce have not been taken. The current
standard thus allows pollution to the limit of 2 fibers per cubic centimeter,
vl worivers are caposaed to Tevels of aobestas fibers which could casily b
lowuered.
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In addition, the currcnt requirements for protective
clothing and locker room facilities are tied to the measurement of levels
of airbornc asbestos fibers in excess of 2 fibers per cubic centimeter.
In our experience the clothing of workers becomes quite visibly contaminated
with asbestos containing dust or mud where airborne asbestos measurements
do not indicate a requirement for hygiene practices under the current
standard. Thercfore, workers may take asbestos home, serving to provide
a continuing source of preventable exposure to themselves, and a completcely
unconscionable exposure to their families.

While these issues have been pursued through collective
bargaining, the weakness of the current standard is a major obstacle.
Where such demands are won, the companies employing our members are
placed at a competitive disadvantage to other employers. :

We are prepared to submit data and to testify in support of
thesc¢ asscrtions.

We are awarc that the standards-setting machinery of OSHA
is currently greatly overloaded with the nced for initial regulation of many
substances. The solution to this problem, however, should not be to
delay action but to increase staffing and support for these activities.

The environment of asbestos-using operations which are
apparcntly in compliance with the current standard of 2 fibers per cubic
centiimeter are visibly dusty although not highly contaminated. Our members
arc well aware of the health hazards of the dust which they come in contact
with ¢very day and demand better control. The fact that the application of
the current OSIIA standard does not furnish relief is damaging to the
credibility of the entire OSIIA cffort.

For these reasons, the UAW is filing this petition to request
that the proposcd modification of the Occupational Standard for Exposurec
to Asbestos, 29 CFR 1910.1001 be adopted as an emergency temporary
standard, and that as soon as possible thercafter, a permanent standard
Couasistent wilth recent goedies D evidenee boe provnmled,

I would appecuiate an eavly reply an to the steps which will
be taken in this arca.

Sincercly, .

,;.,,///C/%z-’m%

DAt Jiouplas A Freneee, Dresideng,

INTRERNATIONAL UNION UAW,

cr-opaeiud9a

coDr, Fala Binghaan
OSHA Doeket 1-033 -
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