June 24, 1955

Mr. Manfred Bowditch
Lead Industries Association
420 Lexington Avenue

New YorkCity 17

Dear hanfred:

I have not igncred your letters and enclosures on the situation in Australia,
but Ive heen too preoccupied otherwise to participate in the correspendence.

The action taken by the Australian Federation of Organizations of the Blind
is, Ithink, quita unrealistic, for a number of reasona, The position with
respect to naints i3 well known to yourself and has been well expressed in
the . ceoad parvagraph of Leonard Greenburg'sletter. The other issues, and
zepecially the etiologic aad clinical aspects of optic neuritis have been
iscussed satisfaccorily, from my viewpeoint, Dy your other correspondents.

On the othewr 1and, s1e has o leck at this matter on the peculiar background
i Australian fs Hx.cﬁ"cauy uueeﬂsland} expsrience. In view of the publications
of Gibson, and the controversy over the relaticnship between lead poisoning
zad chronic nephritis which has produced a monograph (Chronic Nephritis and
Lead Poisoning by L. J. Jawxvis Nye) and a controversy which has been reviev z2d
repeatedly and given rise to at least two elaborate reporis in the Australian
Medical Uonrnal, it is not vurprising that this country and many of its pcople
are highly sensitized to the hazawvrds of lead absorption, I have been in touch
with a nuraber of their medical people, including Nye,for a good many yeas:,
and on the background of the legislation promulgated in Queensland, thie propcsal
s not awarae i the background which has made this a not alto *rether unexpected
levelopment,

e

I raay say that it is quifte unlikely, at least in zay thiaking, that this proposal of
‘.hﬂ Crganization will be acted upon favorably by the Ssusiralian Goverawsent.

he Medical Assnaciation; I should think, would be consulted for its reaction,
a.ncl it would be mmost surprising tc me if some of the well informed and sensible
people in Avstralian immedical circles were not to point sut the same things that
have been said in your correspondence. This proposal, it would seem,stems
from a lay group, impressed by certzain things in the past history of the area
{which they have misinterpreted) and motivated by a sincere but misdirected
sympathy for those afflicted with this dreadful handicap. -

lces not strike me 2s survericing 2t oll, What Joes surprise me is that Mz, Taylor
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I shall be interested in what may come of this, and if it should be indicated

by any information which you receive, I might take a hand in it through
correspondence with some of the people who might, if necessary, do something
about it, Ihave had some continuing association with several fairly influential
medical men in Australia, through which I could obtain information and raise
certain questions of fact and opinion. This may not be necessary, and if it is
not, it is better left to the Australians,

Sincerely ycurs,

Rohert A, Kehoe, M. D.
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