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and in the building Industry, 50% $n manual workers, 47¢ 3n “"white coller®
vorkers and 39% in females. Recently Doniach et al (1975) established similar
findings in London, e.g. 61V in workers from the shippping industry, 472.2%¢ in

clerica) workers, 26\ in housewiJcs; there were more positive cases in residen-

tia) arcus of dockland than fﬁ {semi~)urban residential areas, which exceeded

again the prevalence in a more rural area.

01dham (1973) reported on the freguency of a;bcstos bodies in consecutive
autopsics in diffcrent areas and on the observer variation in viewing these
s)ides. He found: Finland 3BV positive; Gleasgow and lLondon hospitals (éovering
arcas which include docks and asbestos factories) 22-26n positive; bDresden,
bBelfast, Lendon RPGS and Liverpool {covering industrjal) areas which include
docks or manufacturcrs of asbestos products) 13-17% positive; Dorchester and
Nottingham (3ndustrial tocwns without an &sbestos industry) €-9%; and Galway
{entirely rural) I\, He also cstimated that in the Leindon arca the proportjon of
of pcople in whom usbustos bodics cen be found in the lungs post mortem ap-
pears Lo be rising by about 1t per year in perrins over the zge of 30. An in-

cresse of the percentage of asbestos hodies cian he 8 rcal incrcase or be cou-

sed by improved techniques, more attention or o more prolenged search of speci-
mens. Due to the techniques uvsed, the figures given certairly underrcport the

true prevalence.

From this short roevicw of the Jitersture one nay conclude that the jpre- e

sence of ashestos bedies probably provides a uvceful indicstor of exposure to
_eshestos, Loth frem the occupsticnel as wed) as from cuvironmental sources,
As the nucher of fibres is nearly alwoys Ligher Ltran the number of achestos

helies end rany filbres con ke feund without auhestos bodies (Pooley 1973), the

provalonce of asbestos cxposure certainly iz higher then the number of cases [
with arbestos bodies. Cne should yealise that the nurher of ashestos fibres

or bodjes present §s the result of &)1 cxposures (old 2rd pccent) and elimi-

nation (by breakdown, coughing vp etc. ctc.). Moreover Lhe results of the dif-

ferent methods described in the literature hardly ever are corpsa:cble. . M

Pathclooica) procesces N \
Pethological prccesses in nan, due to asbestos,” oight «1so serve as in- .
dicators of &sbectos expocure. The €ifferent pescibilitivs to be considered

arcs
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