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- October 31, 1984

AIA/NA To FILE FURTHER COMMENTS
ON OSHA's PROPOSED STANDARD FOR ASBESTOS

As reported ( N&N July), the informal public hearing on OSHA's
proposed standard for occupational exposure to asbestos which
was published on apr. 10, 1984 (N&N Apr., May & June), was
concluded July 12. The deadline for £filing of post hearing
briefs was extended from Oct. 11 to Nov. 1 by the Department
of Labor in response to a reguest submitted by the AFL-CIO.

The Association's final position on the OSHA proposal will Qe
submitted to OSHA on Nov. 1 as required. AIA/NA has in ghe ;
past and continues to support OSHA's efforts to publish a re-
vised standard for workplace asbestos exposure. The following
key provisions in a revised OSHA standard will be emphasized
and urged for implementation:

. Achievement of a 8-hour PEL of 0.5 fibers/cc
supported by a 5.0 fibers/cc fifteen minute
ceiling exposure limit within two years by
all manufacturers except friction materials
manufacturers, for whom a four-year imple-
mentation period will be necessary;

. Maintenance of existing housekeeping and work
practice specifications with the addition of
a prohibition on compressed air blowing of
asbestos dust in workplace cleanup and, par-
ticularly, in brake repair/replacement oper-
ations;

. Application of monitoring, pre-placement
training programs and medical surveillance
requirements for workplaces where workers are
exposed more than 30 days annually to over
0.1 fibers/cc;

. Application of other requirements, such as
viork clothes, warning signs, hygiene facili-
ties and regulated areas in workplaces not
complying with the 8-~hour PEL or ceiling;
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. Reduction in the number of smokers in the as-
bestos workforce through imposition of a ban
on future hiring of workers who smoke, a pro-
hibition on smoking in workplaces not consis-
tently below 0.1 fibers/cc, and a requirement
that employer-sponsored smoking cessation
programs be made available to current workers
who smoke;

. Regqulation of the construction industry by the
general industry standard supplemented by
specific work practice requirements; and

. Prompt agency action following the promulga-
tion of this revised standard on the develop-
ment of specific new requirements for high-
exposure construction work involving removal,
renovation, and demolition of friable asbestos.

The above provisions are consistent with AIA/NA's chief objective
in the OSHA rulemaking: to provide for the safe manufacture and
use of asbestos products through OSHA regulations designed to
reduce unnecessary asbestos exposures to insignificant levelq

and to protect adequately the health of all workers involved-
with asbestos. ;

" The next phase of the rulemaking will involve OSHA's review and
consideration of the entire hearing record followed by issuance
of final regulations and/or any further proposal. The most re-
cent federal regulatory agenda, Federal Register of Oct. 22,
indicates Mar. 1985 for "final action" on a revision to the as-
bestos standard by OSHA.

SCIENCE ADVISORY BOARD COMMENTS
ON EPA ASBESTOS STUDIES -

At a meeting on Oct. 24, the Environmental Pratection Agency's
(EPA) Science Advisory Board (SAB) approved a set of comments
concerning two Agency documents on asbestos. The documents,

a draft titled "Asbestos Health Assessment Update" prepared
under contract to EPA's Office of Research and Development by
Dr. William J. Nicholson of the Mt. Sinai School of Medicine,
and a paper prepared by the Criteria and Standards Division in
the Office of Drinking Water and entitled "Major Issues Asso=-
ciated with Health Effects of Asbestos in Drinking Water (Car-
cinogensis of Ingested Asbestos Fibers)" were reviewed by the
SAB's Environmental Health Committee on July 24 (N&N July).

The purpose of the Update document is to provide the health
effects basis for possible revisions in the National Emission
Standard for asbestos, which was first promulgated in 1973.
The reviewing committee identified five issues for which the
Update should more thoroughly describe the recently available
literature, so as to provide more complete descriptions of why
certain scientific positions and rationales were adopted. The
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comments stated, " In view of the deficiencies in the com-
pleteness of the literature review, the Committee did not look
in much detail beyond these problems into the reasonableness
of the judgements made." -

The comments first ask that the Update more thoroughly discuss
the issue of the type of asbestiform fiber, stating, "As cur-
rently written, the calculated risks assume that all three
kinds of commercially available asbestos (chrysotile, amosite
and crocidolite) are the same with respect to pleural mesothe-
lioma at a given exposure. In fact, many scientists do not
agree with this view." The comments also stress that "the doc-
ument could better address the difference in risk with physical
and chemical properties of the fibers."

Respecting exposure data, the comments point out that the doc~
ument gives greater weight in deriving a risk value to studies
in which individual exposures were not estimated, as opposed to
studies in which individual exposures are estimated. Such dif-
ferences should be emphasized for the regulator, according to
the Committee, because any statistical bias in the description
of the past incidents in which asbestos exposure was associated
with health effects will be replicated in prospective estimates
of risk used in regulating. The Committee also expressed that
"a risk assessment for lung cancer caused by asbestos 1nhalablon
is possible, but that the current draft document misses the mark,
principally because uncertainty is not adequately expressed."

With regard to mutagenesis by asbestos, the Committee commented
‘The document leaves an impression that asbestos fibers pro-
bably are weakly mutagenic, by citing a series of papers with
positive experimental findings, but no summary conclusion is
stated. In fact, more papers provide negative experimental re-
sults than not, but some of the negative evidence is not cited."

Finally, the Committee also addressed the issue of the associa-
tion between exposure to asbestos and cancers other than those
of the lung, particularly the guestion of gastrointestinal can-
cer following oral ingestion or inhalation, stating, "the EHC
finds that current peer-reviewed evidence does not support the
view that ingested asbestos causes organ-~specific cancers."

This last point was also reviewed by the Committee in relation
to the Office of Drinking Water paper. In comparing this paper
and the Update document, the Committee stated that "the two
papers contradict each other on a very important scientific
issue. ORD's Health Assessment Update finds a consistent asso-
ciation between gastrointestinal cancer and exposure to air-
borne asbestos, presumably from swallowing the inhaled fibers
brought up from the respiratory tract. The ODW analysis does
not reach this conclusion."

On this issue, the Committee concluded: "Given the positive
signal seen in some epidemiologic studies, plus well-documented
evidence for the association between asbestos fiber inhalation
and lung cancer, it is hard for the Committee to feel comfor-
table in dismissing the possibility of an increased risk of
gastrointestinal cancer in humans exposed to asbestos £fibers
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from drinking water. However, the Committee consensus is that
current peer-reviewed evidence for humans and animals does not
support the view that asbestos ingested in water causes organ-
specific cancer."

INSURERS' GROUPS SPONSOR
MATIONAL OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE CONFERENCE

A National Conference on Occupational Disease, sponsored by the
Alliance of American Insurers and the Risk and Insurance Manage-
ment Society, will be held in Chicago Dec. 4 and 5. The purpose
of the meeting is to bring employers, labor representatives,
doctors, attorneys, insurers, and workers' compensation adminis-
trators together to consider occupational disease issues and the
ability of state workers' compensation systems to handle occupa-
tional disease claims.

Topics which will be discussed include the magnitude of the oc-
cupational disease problem; the difficulty encountered in
developing the occupational disease~-workplace link and the lia-
bility of the parties involved; consideration of federal or,
state issues; and discussion concerning the possible courses} of
future activity. !

A discussion of the critical issues in occupational disease- from
the standpoint of the employer, employee, and insurer will be
initiated, with the union view presented by David Mallino, of
the Industrial Union Department, AFL-CIO, and the insurers' view
presented by Gary L. Countryman, president of the Liberty

Mutual Insurance Company.

The magnitude of the occupational disease problem will be
explored from the major impact and moderate impact views.

The major impact view will be addressed by Irving J. Selikoff,
Mount Sinai Medical Center, New York City, N.Y. while the
moderate impact view will be presented by Phillip Cole, Univer-
sity of Alabama, Birmingham. An overview of occupational
disease's impact on the business community will be offered
from an international employer's perspective. The effect of
product liability, tort litigation, and worker's compensation
on U.S. competitiveness in the world market will also be ex-
amined.

The problems of causation in occupational disease will be ex-
amined by Shirley Conibear, of Carnow, Conibear & Associates,

a Chicago medical consulting group, and by Merton Marks, of
Lewis and Roca, a Phoenix, Ariz., law firm. Viewpoints on the
question of who is responsible for paving disease claims will
be presented by Kenneth Feinberg, of Kaye, Scholer, Fierman,
Hays & Handler, Washington, D.C.; Bruce Eckert, of Pennsylvania
Foundrymens' Association; Donald Elisburg, of Connerton and
Berstein, Washington, D.C.; and Marshall Bennett, of the Mis-
sissippi Workers Compensation Commission.

Consideration of a state or federal administration of the oc-
cupational disease program will be addressed bv Sen. Don
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Nicklos (R-~Okla) and Maine state Representative John Martin
The_future of the occupational disease system will be exploéed
by A@chard B. Victor, of the Workers' Compensation Research
Inst;tute, Waltham, Mass; C. Clarke Imbler, of the Alliance of
American Insurers; Robert Steingut, chairman of the New York
Workers: Compensation Board; and J. Donald Millar, director of
the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health.

Reg@stration fee for the conference is $250. additij i -
mation may be obtained from Steven D. Millikan, Dir;gzgi ;gfor
Workegs' Compensation, Alliance of American Insurers, 1501
Woodfield Road, Suite 400 West, Schaumburg, Ill. 60195-4980;
telephone: (312)490-8500. '

EPA RELEASES ASBESTOS
IN BUILDINGS STuDY

The Office of Toxic Substances of the Environmental Protection
Agency has released a study this month entitled, "Asbestos In
Buildings: A National Survey of Asbestos-Containing Friable
Materials." The study's primary objective was to determine-)
the extent of the use of friable asbestos-containing materials
in buildings and the amount of asbestos in them. i

Previous estimates of the numbers of buildings that contain
asbestos ranged from 5 to 45 percent. These estimates had an
unknown degree of accuracy because they were based on anec-
dotal information or expert opinion. The reported national
survey was undertaken to produce more precise and statistically
valid estimates with a known degree of accuracy that can be
used to support the Agency's technical assistance and regula-
tory programs. Accordingly, the study was designed to estimate
the number and percent of buildings with asbestos-containing
friable material; estimate the square footage of such material:
and estimate the percent asbestos content of the material. The
estimates were to be made at specified levels of accuracy, and
estimates of their precision were also to be made.

The survey was conducted in 10 sites, consisting of cities or
groups of counties, chosen with probability sampling to repre-
sent the continental U.S. A total of 231 buildings was inspec-
ted, with about half being private nonresidential, one-quarter
residential, and one-quarter Federal government. A total of
1,514 bulk samples were taken.

Among the major findings of the survey were:

. About 20 percent of all buildings have some type
of asbestos-containing friable material. This
represents 733,000 buildings.

. Five percent of buildings have asbestos-contain-

ing sprayed or trowelled on friable material,
accounting for 192,000 buildings. )
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. Sixteen percent, or 563,000 buildings, have as-
bestos-containing pipe and boiler insulation.
This material is generally limited to closed,
restricted~access areas rather than offices or
other highly-used space.

. Very few, less than 0.5 percent, buildings had
asbestos~containing ceiling tile.

New JERSEY ISSUES
ASBESTOS POLICY REPORT

New Jersey's Asbestos Policy Committee, a group composed of
representatives of several state agencies, issued its Interim
Report to New Jersey Governor Thomas H. Kean earlier this
month. Created in Jan. of this year by executive order of

the governor, the Committee's goal is to develop a State As~-
bestos Policy "which will provide a rational, uniform approach
towards the management of asbestos problems in this state."

A particular concern of the Committee is the issue of asbestols
in schools. Dr. J. Richard Goldstein, Chairman of the Commit-
tee, noted that "in the past, the pressure placed on school
boards has all too often resulted in the removal of asbestos
which posed no immediate health hazard, yet required substan-
tial expenditures. The key problem was the absence ¢of stan-
dards to determine what action was necessary. And., unfortu-
nately , unnecessary removal jobs can pose more of a risk than
if the asbestos is left untouched."

The Committee's report advised the Governor that low-level ex-
posures to asbestos, such as may occur in schools and offices,
pose an extremely low health risk. The Committee stated that
"the estimated lung cancer mortality rates due to non-occupa=-
tional asbestos exposures were found to be about 1,000 to
10,000 times lower than the rates due to tobacco smoking.”

An extensive training course for asbestos removers and contrac-
tors is called for in the report, one that would require 32
hours of training; completion of a test prior to certification;
familiarization with health risks; hands-on instruction as to
the proper use of respirators and other equipment; and proce-
dures for preventing asbestos from becoming airborne.

An additional factor recommended by the Committee is the "ac-
tion guideline"” which applies a maximum permissible air level
of asbestos in occupied areas of 100 nanoqrams, or one bil-
lionths of a gram, per cubic meter of air. This "action quide-
line"™ is 660 times lower than the occupational standard. This
level is 165 times more stringent than that previously applied
to the opening of schools.
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WASHINGTON - I necesstty k
the mother of invention, then history ° °
will show that necessity drove Yale -
Law School Dean Harry H. Welling- -
ton to invent a new facility for the -

settlement of massive product lhbili-- cloce to u," Dean Weubigton :g.

ty lawsuits.

The insurance industry mllnot"

want to tag the new facility being .
developed to deal with asbestos -
claims as a model, for
will {ail, but Dean Weuington admlt:
that “quite candidly, yes,” the facility
is designed to become a model for the
handling of other possible chims
concerning toxic su

What Dean Wellington has de-~
signed is a facility that will allow all -
interested asbestos producers and
their insyrers to band together so that
claims will be pursued against one
facility instead of 15 companies and
several insurance firms.

The average number of defendants .

in an asbestos lawsuit today is
twenty, he pointed out.
" There already are 23,000 cases
before the courts claiming cancer or
other injury due to asbestos, Re-
searchers at the Mt. Sinai School of
Medicine estimate there will be 8,800
asbestos-related cancer deaths this
year and that this death rate will rise
to 10,000 annually by the year 2000.
The new approach to haudung
these claims is twofold, Dean Wel- :

lington exp!

alternate settlement machanisms to
keep these cases out of the courts.
On another level, if plaintiffs insist
on lawsuits, asbestos producers and
their insurers would win huge savings
in litigation costs by facing these
lawsuits with one uniform team of
lawyers instead of 20, each represent-
ing the interests of one company. -

The cost-saving device ultimately”

will be beneficial to those who suffer
ashestos-associated illnesses, Dean

Wellington explained, because it will
preserve the resources available to -

indemnify claims.

A study released last sprlngby the
Rand Institute for Civil Justice esti-
mated that the average plaintiff in an

asbestos-related product liability-

lawsuit receives only 39 cents for
every dollar spent by defendant
companies and their insurers.

So far 17 insurance companies
have indicated they will participate
in the facility, with Travelers Insur-
ance Co. the only large insurer that so
far has not signed on, Dean Welling-
ton said,

Twenty-three producers have
signed up, including the Manville

Corp., which announced Friday it .

would take part.
Oct. 31 is the date established by

= Fuptcy reoganization due to projecs™
- b

“ wmass on the prod

«‘-—a
w

110X1

_ahead with the new facility. et t.lon, Dean Wellington observed, and -
Both ipsurers and asbestos prodoc< 7 tbefaaﬂtywﬂlnotoffa-toeomp»
_ers-“seemn to believe that either the - sate those who were.injured by
“critical mass is there or they are very .. products. produced by non-memben
of the group.- =7 .
<A victim could coneelvably nego~
tiate a settlement with the facility .
and then go into court against non-
member companies. Insurers would
. tions of massive claims against the .. try to-“fill the gaps” owed by non-
e:g%any will foin the tzd% !;itt&,, participating insurance companies -
Baldwin predicted, “There can beg..
htﬂedonbt that we now have critical -

&

Pt o e a..-

- oo \ R e 2

~< Wuhtbeannouncementthatmn- -
’villeCorp..whlchhabeenhbank >

b ral

conditional sign-up date of Oct. 31" "be to_determine how to take insur--

rét?' S ;*3 o
'»;'-“".@-\-.. e .
theparﬂdpant:fordetermlnlullntbe ‘panx“movedznmetacw-
".there is a proper mix of producing = ty\’--—v’i- !
. companies and their insurers to go. 7: is'not 2 charitable organizz- -

and then take acﬁons tovrecover these - .°,

Mr. Baldwin chairs the producu's’* “ance files from various' companies

involved in atab!ish!ng the !aemty and integrate them. Dean Wellmgton

° His insurance coun "Aetna 5

Life & Casualty Co.’s vice

John F. Shea Jr., predicted that 'tling with questions of how to obtain "

“Manville’ sparticipationlnt.beudn ..claims agents, bow to allocate costs
certainly encourage a pumber = wew and. how to- bill

_.- B

ty will
ofpmducenandlnsurenwbo

on the sidelives to take a *
closerlookattbeiadntymdmu
can offer.” ' T 25344

lfthencmtyhuanappropru

.uu

meﬁlnathxthnvebqen
developed 30 these problexm can be -
handledswiﬁly,beadded. i et

Dean Wellington was brought m

mix of companies and inszrers to go . t.ha job-by a group ‘of insurers,
forward, it will develop an organiza--” 'producers and plaintiffs’ lawyers’
tion that would hire claims agents ~“who decided they needed someone

pmddent.~~i~”ne taemty “will ther start wres. - *

and attempt to negotiate settlements . innocent of their squabbles,” he ex.

with those who can medically docn-» :, plained. The negotiaticns have been

- facility is fair, to use lt," Dean
Wellington said.

N ment asbestos-related dlause.
lained in an interview. On "
one leve.\, the intent i{s to provide

-~ -To lure pwuum to use the
facility, the organization will permit
those who can prove asbestos expo- .
sure to register as such, so they will *;
not be foreclosed by state statutes of. .
limitations if tbey develop diseue ln
later years.

The ucﬁity would not offer pun!-
tive damages, but it would offer-:
compensation much more rapidly .
than it could be achieved thmgh
cmwed _court dockets.

.,‘ o)
.-,

y “ngaﬁon B0 protracted."

Wellington said, he s hopefol that
_- attorneys victims will.

~ see the desirability of alternative® -

...

dispute mechanisms, which could be
arbitration or other methods of sa-
tling disputes out of court. -

- “There Is every reason, lf the

Astbefamntyumtsioned,:ome-
where in the negotiating process, the -
victim would bave to decide whether -
be is going to accept the compensa- _
tion that is offered, go to the alterna-
tive dispute mechanism or. h:stead
_ file a Lawsuit. .

The facility “would only offerlet-
tlement o victims who could show
that the product which caused the
Injury wu manufactured by one of

“under the suspices of the non-proﬁt
© Center for Public Resources,

" The insurance companies’ ﬂuf
have already agreed to join the
facility include: Aetna Life & Casual-
: ty Co., Bituminous Casnalty Corp,
Insuorance Co’s., Continental Insur.
" ance, Employers of Wausau, First
State, Hanover Insurance Co., Harbor
Insurance Co., Insurance Corp. of

. North America, Liberty Mutual In-

surance Co., Lloyd's of London and
London Cos.. Reliance Insurance Co., .
: Royal Insurance, St. Paul Fire &
Marine Insurance Co., Zurich Ameri-
can Insurance Cos., and United States
Fidelity & Guaranty Co. =~ *

-Asbestos producers who have
signed on include A C and S Inc,

., Amatex Corp, Armstrong World In-

T dustries Inc, Brinco Mining Ltd, The
Celotex Corp., Dana Corp., Eagle-
Picher Industries Inc, Eastern Re-
. fractories Co. Inc.,, Fibreboard Corp.,
the Flintkote Co., Forty-Eight Insula.
tiocs Inc, Lac d’Amiante du Quebec
Ltd., Maremont Corp., National Serv-
ice Industries, Owens-Corning Fiber-

glas Corp., Owens-ilinois Inc., Pitts- .

burgh-Corning Corp., Porter Hayden

Co., Rock Wool Mfg. Co. Inc., Shook & ~

Fletcher Insulation Co., Manville
Corp., Nuclear Environmental Pro-
tection Inc., and one company that
refuses to divulge its identity.

.:nmeg&aiudsignansgrantedon R
ucer side prior to the® :~0ct.31.theﬁrstorderofbusmmll T
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gmaﬁ 5 i which was Unsed Proms tmicrmasionst RS R Py hcn!lh’-hazards pmcmcd by lhur N -
by w-mwdthwm&nw_ BALTIMORE — The staie ol Happ,  Producis™ said Sachs. .~ 3¢ 7 ¢ - v IR
for o® | . "iand is sccking $500 miiilon in- dams %, by d:ding 0, Sachs said. they h‘"" £t dye R
times stricter than the Federal limits, ages Trom at fcast 47, hCM| an unrcasonable risk of - < - 34
They atso would require TOP%| . facturing and distriButing firmis in a s hor 10 PETSORS; working in state” [y

g
Lations for training and asbes-| " syit believed to be the first of: it LSUUdINEL il s
T e “kind filed by a state goverament, z‘l't:’e lﬂgmey gencrnl said state R N - 2
Te Raducs Cenfusien’ Auorney General Stephen Sachs an. vildings containing asbestos- in-. " -, : =
The state will pot the standards tnto | * nounced yesterday.. | . 7elude schoals, campis bulldings w7 8
effect, even though, the roport said, The suil allcges fhat the companes. COLICESS. fymnasiums, laboratonics, - ;g3 =8
exposure to an were grossly negligent in supplying Prisons hospitals and institutions ® - g
low health risk and the :for the mentally ill and retarded. . . 2
on and using asbestos in the construce - “ d limi h I
sibility 10,000 6 tion o;l hundreds of state buildings ..o 9 0C fo climinate the.healih : g>
over the last S0 years
i o e o | UL o o r i) S o0 S and :
Mr. Kean said the proposals “wili re- ;L?:ﬂ?g:;;g‘zm:l'ggﬁg eventually, be ‘equired to expend - . 'a
by todivid- ' scurc data on the relationship be. - millions of dollars,” the suit said. . .
ual inspectors and will help maike sure tween asbestos exposure ‘und dis-- mAmo?tg the cgmgar&a nacn&c’d n
M&mwwm”m casc,” sald Sachs,” who filed the - Pagﬂs'lu CWE&NS !Ep' fRia-. . A -
asbestos problem is chosen,” . 49-page suit late Thursday in Anne OveneCorms 2 Pibetalas darn. Co. " T
The report also proposed that the |  .Arundel County Circuit Court..© W-, DL
State H“m’m be the lead The defendants “wers. aware of %and WR. o
m!n s oo et wﬁ;&' . should have been aware that asbes- | Nion to requesting compen: .
The Stats of ;.- tos can lead 10 diseases that are serf- . satory damages and an-unspecificd . % = -
Ras overseen the remavat work in aus, irreversible, often fatal, but nev- - . amount of punitive damages, the suit i
fic schools, and the removals have crtheless continued to. mine, " asks the firms be ordercd to perform i
1 . - produce, manufacture and scil'asbes- - “all necessary asbestos abstement ree - o
The Health Department is to bave & tos and asbestoscontaining products  medial mlons in Maryhnd s pubhc B
1arger role in overseeing removal, without any warnings as to Pmcnul, bulldmgs. ; . .
cluding evaluating adldings, sam- A sz - o 8
and i . = - =
wauld be required to train R howrs, - | © 7 77 e i . B

.Suzt Agcunst Asbestos Ftrms Is Cntzctzed as Polmcal

! 'mexwartmmmendedtbenulth

k:spectsdnah:qaesdnz
chackape. - - BALTMORE(AP)—Mcﬁcdd:hebhyhnd ﬁnz:tmﬁledtogmentepubﬁatytct&dn
m“” Gommﬂ;g-’- Chamber of Commerce has charged that Attorney  campaign for governor, .
mmwdmunmm General Stepben Sachs’ recent decision to sue 47 . Sadnddendedhmacﬁcn.uyingbeddnotbe-
moved last summer and that they were mmﬁdmmanddxtrﬂ:mforssoo Beve the suit would hurt the state and added the
safe. e jssued the asgrance evem mmmmmotmtadbypohba.,,, <y . decision to sue was not linked to political ambitions.
though the proposed standard for air- - ChariuKnuuer.tbecbnmbu’ampraﬁau "1 the price of preserving the state’s business cli-

for public affairs, asserted earfier this week that the mtentobempmwhﬂebagcofpoammnm_
B i e vl e iy hmmwmm;mmm mlpiudgnihy Sachs said. -

neccessarily removed asbestos that did R A ':-' s W
were not airborpe. He praised the . THEWASH!KGTONPOSI’ Ms....s.,g,m - o
Education Commissioner, Dr. Sanl J. | e e .. T
Coopermar, that bis de- LTI E L
partment hzad failed to keep accurits Y R

the removals. : o
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By STEVE SWARTZ .
Capital-Journal state staff writer .

LAWRENCE —~ Expeﬂsbelievetberem
some 25 million metric tons of the carcino-

gem asbestos im wee i, the United States. -2 -

How to deal with the wide-ranging prob-
lems created by such a massive amount of
the material will be among the aims of a
training center which will soon to be set up
in the Kansas City area.

The center will be operated by the Uu.i-
versity of Kansas with funding from a
$225.000 grant announced last week by the
Envircomental Protection Agency.

Mocris Kay. EPA regional director in_
Kansas City, members of his staff and uni-
versity officials gathered on the KU campus
Tuesday to explain bow the center will

Although the specific location of the cen-
ter is yet to be announced, Kay said he
expects the center to be in operation within
the next several months.

TbeKUcentermllbeoneofthmlnme
United States, Kay said. One is already in
existence in Atlanta, Ga., at Georgia Tech
University, and the ot.her center will be in
Boston. at either Harvard or Tufts Umversi~
ty. be said.

KU was chosen to operate one of the three
centers approved by Congress this year be-
cause its proposal was among the best sub~
mitted by universities nationally, Kay said.

Max Lucas, dean of KU's School of Archi-
tecture and Urban: Design, said that in addi-
tion to experts from the architecture school,
the center will be able to make use of other
KU experts, including those in the school of
law, the medical center and other areas.

“The emphasis at the center will be on
training,” Lucas said.

The center will conduct seminars for con-
tractors, school superintendents, homeown-
ers and others who may have to deal with
the problems presented by asbestos.

Locas said the center will provide an in-
tensive, ope-week, hands-on training session
on kow to safely deal with asbestos and how
te remove it from beifdings.

Wolfgang Brandner, the regional asbestos
director for EPA in Kansas City, said asbes-
tos has been used for various things for
4.000 years, but it did oot become widely
used a5 a construction material in the Unit-
ed States onti] the 1880s and 18903,

One hundred years ago, it was used pri-
marily as an insulator around boilers in
buildings and on locomotives.

It is also used in mixtures for forming a
lightweight but strong concrete, he said. .,
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Brandner said that in the early 19403, the
spray application of asbestos was first used
in the quick construction of military ships .
and later used in construction of buildings.

He said EPA officials are particularly con- <~

cerned gbout sprayed asbestos and its flak-
l.ng away from the objecﬁ it wn :pnyed

A body cannot rid itself of inhaled asbes-

" tos, be said. Ashextos causes various types .’

of ineucahle cancer and is expected to cause’
200,000 deaths a year from now until the-

disease runs its course, Brandner said. He"’ g

said it takes 20-40 years to dle trvm dis-~

eases caused by asbestos. - - Jte W e

Asbestos has thousands of nsa and it is”
still being widely used, Brandoer said. It
does not burm, is pot destroyed by acid and

ter for training

2w e -

toé handlers
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_ in ways in which it is mot hamg!ul, it has

positive uses in many trades.

Center officials hope to instruct contrac-
tors and others not only how. to safely re-
move asbestos from buildings but also how
o use it safely. S L e .

One of the KU officials who wxu be in-
volved with the center said be hoped to
organlze a national conference on asbestos
in Kansas City during the current fiscal
year, which began Monday.

Kay said funding for the KU center and
the other two will be dependent upon addi-
tional appropriations by Congress. However.
he said EPA would not expect KU to pro-
vide its own funding for the center and
added he expected the program to continue
after its first year,

does pot deco
He noted that if it can be made or applxed
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Com mesandLocalBoardsSued
By Jersey Teachers Over Asbestos

“It is a significant problem that will go on
for a number of years,” Kay said.
5
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By JOSEPH F. SULLIVAN
Special © The New York Tiames -

TRENTON, Scpt. 25 — The New Jer-
sey Education Association today sued
157 school boards and 125 unidentified
asbestos rmanufacturers and contrac-
tors for the costs of medical checkups
for schoomgde'mployea exposed to asbes-

uWe have found it pecessary to file
a suit, becam:omny o{d&n

Friable asbestos means the. ﬂba-s
can be loosened and become airborne,
The suit does not seek a specific dol.

and

other school employees who could be
affected by asbestos.

The suit seeks to include all workers

employed from Sepu:mb;;r 1978, when

CAPCO

State agencies were not sued; the
union because the responsiblity
had been shifted to the localities. The
suit, filed by the Trenton law firm of
Greenberg, Kelley & Prior in Superior
Court here, contends that the school
boards and the “John Doe" corpora- |,
tions and contractors caused and per- |
mitted the presence of asbestos *‘even
though they knew that this presented a
substantiai risk of harm to the employ-
” L

A lawyer for the New Jersey School
Boards Association, Paula Mullaly,

dings| said

“If such a trust fund {s created to -
provide for annual physical examina.
tions for school employm we feel the
costof the trust fund should be borne by
the manufacturers of asbestos and not |
by the local districts. We do not feel
that local school boards could have
knowingly and deliberately permitted
this dangerous condition to exist, and
therefore we do not believe they should
be liable for the exposure.”

After reports this month that more
than 100 schools In the state would have -
their openings delayed because of in--’

complete asbestos inspections, only(
schools in the Falr Lawn and East:
Orange-Maplewood districts had sign-
ficantly delayed openings. the State
Education Department said. |-
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" AMOSITE ASBESTOS TESTS’*“ B ER _
- M S e - A ﬁggf‘:i-':?, EN
Stndin cst the’ carcinoq.nic pottnthl e£ inqntod amosite

at I hvol of
one pe:cunt for thoit 1ifetime showed no tox.ic ‘effects .and caused no carcinogenic

- response in male and “Zemale Byrun goldun harutc:t. -J‘hc diet . 'inoxpli.cably
“sesned to enhance body weight grin and survival:i The tut: were part of a major
‘gowernment program.to obtain data of potential: vuuo in assesting t:ho lutpected: )

.
i

risk from asbestos in vater supplies and other, lou.rcu. PARTL _-f:"_? 28

a- .m.~‘

» (NTP Technical Report Series No. 249, avai.lable witbout cbatgu from NTP Publ.icr i

,.-:.\ -

'c

Information Off., Box 12233, Research Ttiangle Pa:k.':NC 27709..
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S:ace the use of ashestos hns becr.
sharply resincted by many govern-
ments because of its carcinogenic.
properties. Cznada has been

wa:chmg wavs 10 regain its posi- -

torn in this market.

Canada. onc of the world’s lcad-
ing supplicrs of the minerul. expons
50 percent of its asbestos, much of it
10 the United States. But consumy-

tion in the United States. which for all grades of asbestos fiber' in - COVINGTON, Ky. —The Cov-
included insulation maicrials and . jndustrial and construction apphca- o - ington Independent Schisod Board
rocfing feits, has dropped-in recent tions. . G : and the asbestosremoval com-
vears to more thar half of what it “We've heard about xhxs mted ) _ pany it contracted with to clean
was 10 years ago. asbestos.” says Dull. “We're gather: up schools in the area are being
In 1983, the volume of asbestos ing as much information as we m" LR _med by & local police officer. i
used was 215,000 metric tons. says from the pcople who are making it " David Finah claims he suffered

David Dull. deputy director of the
Chemical Conzrol Division of the

Environmental Protection Agency.
Washington, D.C. This was down
shzrphy from the 197& estimate of 75
million meiric tons.

Mcanwhile. Canadian asbestos

mines operated at only 55 per- tion. " ° “unknown manufacturers and
e::m-60 percentin 1983, says Oliver ~ “Bythe cnd of the year, we hope " distributors of the chemicals and
Vagy, & mvineral economist with g have the informationavailable to : products used. .. ." It says the’
Canada’s Energy. Mines and  proceed to construction of a proper. . defendants had a duty to give
Resources Department. Production facloq'” says Jean-Marc Lalan- - adequate warning that the work
plemmeted from almost 1.5 million cette. SNA vice president of - - being performed and the chemi,
metric tons, per day in 1979 to research and development. - . cals and products being used pre-
§26.000 metric tons in 1983. “Therc are several ways 10 . sented & danger to anyone who
The Canadian government has  approach the asbestos problem,” - .. might breathe or ingest them.

been urging the United States 1o
modif\ its reguiations since the U.S.
demand is expected 10 further

" The technologv converts the ter

minal hydroxy! group$ of magne-.. <"

sium in chrysotile asbestos into

phosphate groups of fibers that are 2=

considered less dangerous. This j-s= :-.-Z

treatment would shghtly mcmase
the price also. ~ . .-
SNA claims the phosphue- -

%4 =f

exposed asbestos can be substituted”: i

and repomng it m the Umted T

Stares.”

Other subsmutes for asbestos, B

. such as fiberplass, already dominate ~.
* the market. Silicaand other mmeral

products are also used. ButSMA is
SO opUmlsllc that they are alrcady

’ preparmg for largcroscale produc-

says Dull. “One is 10 use a safer
material and another is to use one
that doesn't form dust or fibers. -

‘m.lephane. 919/ ’
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health problems after breathing
* chemical vapors used to seal
" asbestos while answering bur-

L - glar alarma at two achools last

- August. He said no warning
ngn.l were posted at the schools.
The suit names the achool
board; American Insulated Struc-
tures Inc.. Blue Ash, Ohio; and

The suit does not specify a
dollar amount for damages, but
seeks compensation for medical
expenses, lost wages, and dimin-

decline. The Environmental Pro-  We're skeptical in terms of the:: " ished future

i use ‘ . . s . " earmng ca .
tection Agency may ban the use of chemical treatment changing the - P RS e pacity.

. 5 o o f " health effects, but we're ccnmfnly 1 SRS .
vanous-asbastos products.and fur- | opentobein shownthalmssa er” - - . )
ther reducc the use of others. pe & “ §7A-1 NR&CDNDmONmG,

In tumn, the provincial govern- HEATIEG & REFRIGERATION NEWS

ment of Quebec. owners of the

Sodiete Nationale de L'Amiante -

. (SNA). an asbestos firm. has started
2: pilot plant that will produce what
they term a “‘safe” phosphate-

treated asbestos fiberat the rate of 1 -
metric ton per day. SNA claims the .

treated fiber lowers the health risks

of asbestos by reducing its dust out- -

puL
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