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Johns-Manw"e plant

Fear of asbestosis

triggers union strike -

The lnternational Chemical
Workers Union charged yes-
terday that asbesios fibres in
the air at the Toronto plant of
the Canadian Johns-Manville
Co. Lid. threaten the lives of
workers and the health of

by
cal M6 has closed the plant
since Sunday, 'nth htlllh as

ough, the new Sir Oliver
Mowat Caollegiate Institute is
scyoss the road.
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of asbestosis. a
by long-term inhala-
tion of asbestcs fibres.

I"ive of its retired members
and six still working siso
have the disease *"These are
the ones who came forward
themselves—ibe cOm any
wun tell us all they
Mr. Sewart said. “*They u)
medical reports are confiden:
tal.”

lung disease

%

Union leaders were speak- .

atl .a press conference
ed 1o their {rus-

In the past few years anew
wave of research into asbes-
{os hazards has raised alarm
among some experts,

Dr. Irving Selikoff, director
of the environmental health

at Mount Sinai
Hospital in New York, a
Jeader in the field, suggests
asbestos may be the worst air
pollutant. has been
;c;tfed at by the asbestos in-

kolll !mduhg: Mu.“
frightening. - CAINS

ronto late in May in hopes of
doing air tests in the loeal

Only Iatelyhave besith prob-
lems been found among tho
Johns-Manville workers. Dr.
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Mgr Selikoff now is studying

death rates of asbestss work-
ers across the United States.
He was kinder to Johns-
Manville than the Toronto un-
ion spokesmen. *‘Johns-Man-
ville may honesty feel thers
is no problem at the (To-
ronto) plant becsuse they
have seen No probiem until
And il's because of this
wwd 20-year rule. The first
people 10 work in the plant
unu Jjust be be;mmn( to show

diseases now
Mr. Stewart said: “It's un-
fettered industrial homicide’

uuru'eu concerned.”
He said the system that fil-
ters fibres from the air in the

be seen in an optica) miero-
scope, visible only through an
electricai maroscope.

The company has monitor-
ing equipment in the piant
will not tell ¢
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“tration abrat the lack of ac-

By 1963~20 years later—258 The union calls wages a priw

Government, bhad died, 53 more than slatis-  secondary issue in the strike. a I

At Queen's Park, James Ucally expected. It is asking for & $l-anhour peni:
McNair, dictctor of the De-  Lung cancer &illed 43: 3ta-  raise over two yearsonacur- cellb
partment of Labor's industrial  listically its expecied toll was  rent average rate of $3.03. Ne-  curij
safety bran:h. said the results 64. Cancer ol the stomach  gotiations have broken off, prix

of tests made in May at
Johns-Manwlle will be known
“very shortly.” His branch
asked the Health Department
for tests (onowlng complunu
{rom the union, he said.
Provireisl standards eall
for no more than five asbestos.
fibres longer than five mi-
crons in a cubic centimetre of
atr. A micron is 1.25.000th of

Lung scarming hilled il wme'
no acaths were capected.

By 196i, when 47 deaths

mght have been predicted, 94 °

ol the 632 men were dead.
“Now 1 ol § men dies of
lung cancer~a disaster—1 of
10 of asbestosis. | m 10 of me-
sntheiioma 1a discase of the

with no new talks in sight.
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