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Watchman, What of Environment?
It's Beset—and So Is the Watchman

By Nina Totenberg
FroM NEw YORE CITy
Jerome Kretchmer is a mustashed
voung Jawyer who was put in charge of
cleaning up New York City's envirennent
14 months ago. By now, he fecls e has
becn abused by business and industry. -
His experiences to date have taught
hilis 10 distrust tise makers ¢f baby powder
and elestric power alike, he toki & panel at
annual

the American Bar Association's
pose e meenwens e o lilECHNG  here  last
T week., New VYork

. may have a dirtier
"3 envirommicat  than
i most cities, and Mr.
£ Rrelensner may be
Lo more politdeally am-
bitions  than  moast
: envirgmnent wateh-
: men; but his  ex-
i periences as admine
istralor of the ciiy's
environimental  pro-
tection adiministra-
e e i@ B e tion  perngns re
. iypical of tie frus-
Mr. Krelchmer tratons faced by
local environment officials,
afr. Kreteluner cited some darticular
inciicnis. During the weex of Earth Day
1670, as Mr. Krelehmer prepared to take
office, he learned that building contractors
at me world Traae Center were zboul 10
spray 1,200,000 pounds of asbestos
cuiation cn the beams and girders of {wo
towers. The contractors “I».ne\\' that as-
bestos spraying in (he open air sends out
clouds of fine, indestructible particles that
when breathed . . . cling to the lung per-
manently, leading to an extraordinarily

* bLigh rate of lung cancer'” and other dis-

cases, Mr, Kretchmer told the Bar As-
-sociation.

Presto! A Substitufe
The coalractors insisted they had no
choice but to spray, and Mr. mewn ner's
agency Issued an order setting severe re-
strictions oh the spraying. The next aay,
he said, the coniractors “magically dis-
covered a.substifule existed.”” Other con-
tractors a"recd also {e use the substitute
or i¢ {nllow the restrictions. But, he saiq,
most of them ‘‘conzistently violated both
l!:ei:- agreement and the legal commission-
s order” during the rest of 1970 unless
Lt Ins pzetor was on e scene. |
Auaier unresolved asbesins contro-
versy  iavolves  izlewin  powder—baby

as in-’

pov'dcr-—dcclared Mr. Krctchmer. Tale
occurs in nature along with asbestos. So
the city asked 1eseatchers at Mt. Sinai
Hospitai 10 test two brands of {alcum pow-
der; they found that the powders contained
from 5 to 25 ver cent pure asbestos that
can be readily inhaled by users and their
infants, he sald. The New York environ-
sent 2gency theh asked the U.S. Food and
Drug Aédministration to run the sort of ex-
Laustive tests thal Mt Sinai is not cquip-
ped (o run,

Local newspapers declined to publish
the city’s pre}iminary findings hecause the
brands were not namad, hr. Kretchmer
said. But the manufacturer of one of the
two hrands, according to Mr. Kretchmer,
told {10 press that its proqucts were “tm..l-
Iy ashestos-iree,’’ a statement that WMr
Wretehmsy pated as ‘totally nuth-m.c "
Resenschers at il Sinai Ho.;p... 1, howe-
ever, szid the tesis they conducted were
limited and inconclusive. But they sug-
gested that poople use other malerials,
such as corn siarch, instead of talcum
untit i%e prelim nary results that show

tenial hazard can be clarified.

Fois "Aplenty

My, Kretehmer also nad unking words |
for other segmoents of business and in-
dustry: the real-esiate managers wno
fought air-pollution Jaws that affccled
apartment-house incinerators; manufac-
turers who halked at using recycled ma-
terials; clectric-power officials who com-
piained ahout the city's new air-purity
code; and merchants who objected that
the city's qtreet—closing prograin cost them
business.

The car, of course, was on Mr. retch-
mer's hate-list too. He noted that New
York City has a Federal grant to test low-
pollu.iug vehicles, hut asserted that the
poliution-free car suggestions are coming,
not from Detroit as might be expected,
but from private people and small compa-
nies.

“The environmental movemem right
up o the first Earth Day, was a love
feast with no enemies," fumed Mr. Kretch-
mer., “Who could be for pollution? Now
the environment movenient helieves, wilh
Poge, that ‘we have met the cieny and
he is us.’ I am reaily weary of secing
that Pogo guote vn every picce of cnviron-
mental literatée. It is 100 casy to biame
everybody, because if evervone is fuiity,
no one s guuty " hr. Rretclimer con-
cluded
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